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TEE COM . MBRCIAL.

iaw in the United Statea hiave been greatly on-
couraged to presovere ia their cff irts to regal.
ate tho railways, by the ndoption in Great
Britain of a very oxtensive st of regulations
for the oflicial control of tho railways fn that
country., The wisdom of following up tho
principlo contained iu theso measures, can
hardly bo questioned,  The question of trans:
portation is one of vast importance to tho peo-
plo. Compare the situation right hero in Mant-
tobn for instance. Tho cost of transporting
our surplus products to the seaboard is a wmat.
ter of finuncinl lifo or death to us. So else.
whero the transportation question is one of vast
importance, and it is but right that transporta.
tion matters should bo so safeguarded by our
laws as to prevent possible injustice to indivi.
duals and communities.

THE WATER-POWER.

Last week referesce was mado in these
columna to the valuo of the water-power of tho
city of Augusta, Georgia, which was construct.
<d at a coat of §1,750,000. This expenditure
is considered by tho citizens of that placo to
have been a very profitable ove, and it is lecok-
od upon as having beon the direct mecans of
making Augusta tho most prosperous city in
the south. Tiw CoMMERCIAL pointed out that
\Winuipeg could secure as valunble a water-
power as that owned by Augusta, for consider-
ably less than one-thiid of the expenditure, the
cost of utilizing the Assiniboine water-power
here being ecstimated at §500,000. Wo may
now explain that the estimated cost of $500,000
fncludes a lock to provide for tho navigatiun of
the river.  As our renders are aware, o move.
ment is now on foot to urge the government to
allow of the construction of the works necessary
to utilize the water power, without building
locks for purposes of navigation, ‘The river has
vot been navigated for ten years, and without
a large expenditure for improvements, it is of
no certain value as a pavigablo stream, By
the utilizing of tho water-power which it affords
et various points, the Assiniboine can be
turned to far more valuable use thanit is likely
to be for any purposes of navigation. Should
the goverument grant the request to allow of
the construction of works to utilize the water-
power, without compelling tho buildiog of
locks, the cost would be greatly reduced. At
Winuipeg, for instance, the necessary work
without thelock would cost only $300,000 to
8350,000. There is every reason to believe
that the government will accede to the pro-
porals to do away with the construction of
locks, in which casoe the water-power can be
utilized a¢ & trifling expenditure, in comparizon
with its value. This would reduce the cost of
constructing the work here to about one.sixth
of the cost of Augusta's water-power, which
expenditure is considered to have been such a
splendid investment for that city. Ifan ex.
penditure of §1,750,000 has proved such a good
thing for Augu:ta, how much more valuable
would an expenditure of $300,000 to $300,000
be to Winnipeg, when it is understood that the
smaller expenditure will givo as great a return
as the larger? )

CREDIT IN THE MEAT TRADE,

The butchers of Grand Forks have organiz.
ed an association and decided to sell for cash,

Wo mention this for the information of Win.
nipeg butchera. Though tho butchers of this
city have goad, big profits upon their goods,
as o class thoy do not appear to bos mak-
ing much money. A fow have dono faitly
well, but many of them have hardly Ueon
able to keop oven. The difliculty is not hard
to discover. It lies in the one word *‘credit,”
Credit is given very oxtensively in the meat
trade hers, and tho losses from bad accounts
aro correspondingly great, Hear what tho
Grand KForks butchers havo to tay on this
point :—

©Qwing to the credit aystom wo avo obliged
to charge high prices for om meats, and tho
conseruonco is that those who do pay have to
pay for those who do uot.”

T'ng ComMrrctat, has pointed this fact out
more than ouce, The cash and good pay custo-
mera are obliged tu make up the losses of tho
doad beats and others who beat the butcher.
What tight has the cash customer to bo ask.
ed to help pay losses which he has 1o part in
makiog? Here is a griovance which the cash
buyers in the cities and towns have to put
up with, which is quito as serious as other
grievances, which have led to agitations, yet
very littlois heard about it. Cash and good
pay consumers are quito as much:to blame for
this stato of thioga asare the dealors. Theio
are many good pay customers, who are always
ready to pay their bills at reasonable intervals,
who would be annoyed if they were rofused
credit, oven if they were offered much lower
prices for spot cash. This is one of the diffi.
culties in the way of doirg strictly cash busi.
pess  If the dealers would offer reasosable in-
ducements for cash, and consumers would re-
cognizo the adrantage of making their pur-
chases in this way,business would soonbe placed
on a vastly better basis. Qae good reason why
tho meat business particularly should be done
on a cash basis is, that dealers are obliged to
pay cash as rule, or very short terms of credit,
for their goods,and they should sellas they buy.

ONE CAUSE OF HARY TIMES.

Writing about hard times in Dakota, a Min.
aeapolis paper says :—

‘It seems that all the farmera of Dakota do
is to 1aisc wheat to get more money to buy
more liud to raise more wheat, and thus it con.
tinues uatil it developes from an industry ioto
aland or wheat fever. Another reason that
theDakota farmeiepleads so much,the existence
of hardtimes is nis disability t2 keep monoy,
and no matter how gaod a crop or how much
he gets for it he docs not have it long, aad has
to rua his business on tick until thc next crop
comes along. The Dakota favmer has lots to
learn yet ay well as the rest of us.”

There is no doubt considerable truth in the
above paragraph. A party who called the at.
tention of Luk CoMMeRCIAL to the item, aud
who has a good kuowledge of Manitoba, zays
it will apply to mauny farmers * nearer home
than Dakota.

——

MORTGAGING CROPS.

By the report of the proceedings of tho Wia-
nipeg board of trade, which will be found in
apother column, it will be observed that the
board has been discussing the question of chat.
tel mortgages. Tho point of most interest in

.the report is the decision arrived at by the

board to urge the provinolal government to
withdraw the right of any person within tho
province to give n chattel mortgage upon
growing crop. 1t is undoistood that this pro.
poaal mot with somo opposition, but was nover-
theless carrfod. At present tho law permits
tho mortgaging of growing crops and evon
crops boforo they aro nown. This, it is claimed
results in injury to individuals and tho country
at large. The bourd, it will be observed, does
not object to a mortguge upon a growing crop,
when it is given in order to obtein sced grain,
It is aleo proposed to ask the government to
exompt geowlng crops from seizars under exe.
cution,  This is no doubt intended to protect

the farmer until he is in a position to realizo
upon his crop.  The seizuro of & crop before it
is harvested und roady for tho markat, would
result in great loas to the growor, as it would
mean the sale of tho crop at a sacrifico. If pro-
tected until harvested and ready for the mar.
kot, the orop is in shapo to realizo a faiv price.

0lock and Watch 0ases,

W. F. Doll, formeily connccted with the
jowellery trade in Winnipeg, is a vigorous
writer. His correspondence is always
spicy reading, and if in the nature of a contro.
versy, is sure to make the situation uncomfort.
able for his opponent. He is now out with a
pamphlet, called **Karats and Busioess Moral-
ity,” which is “Respectinlly Dedicated to the
Cauadian Jowellera, and all Interested in the
Pcosperity of Cunada.” This pamphlet is
worth reading by cvery jeweller and many who
are not joewellors, If haif what Mr. Doll says
is true, the Canadian manufacturors of watch
cases huve many gins to answer for, in the way
they are gulling the public. There coetainl
secm to be sone abuses in the clock and watel
trade under the cover of a 35 per cent. duty.
Me. Doll claims that one watch case, guaran-
teed filted, which ho had aseayed, showud on\y
9 1.5 cents worth of gold. In Mr, Doll's
pamphlet, W. K. McNaught, who is said to be
cagaged in tho double capacity of ronducting a
jewellery trade paper and mapufacturiog cases,
is handled in & way which should make his ears
tingle. Mr. Doll encloses tho following forn
of petitiov in each pamphlet, for the signature
of jewellers:

To His Excellency the Governor-General of tho
Dominion of Canada, in Council :

Your petitioners, the undersigaoed, humbly
show as follows ;

1. Tuut the ad valorem duty on clock and
watch wwacs—namely, 35 per cent.—is very
high, grestly increasing the cost to consumers
and incffectual to encourage bona fide nanufac.
ture within Cavada., Some threo factories in
all have been started within the past fifteen
yeerg for the maunufacture of clocks or clock
cares. but nove of them are now in existence,
Outy iwo firms or companies ars vow manufac.
turitug watch cases in Canada, one of which is
making ouly one line of cases in a very small
way. The other, the American Watch Caso
Company, of Toronto, ia apparently prosperous,
simply oa account of tho similarity of its name
to thut of one of the largest, oldest and most
reliable walch and wateh case manufacturiog
concerns in the world; and because a Jarge por-
Jon of the products of the Canadian factory
resemble in everythiog but quality thoso of the
United States manufacturers.

Aud our markets beiog in consequenco flooded
with spurious goode-to the detriment of honest
tradera and to tho disgraco of our countiy:
Your petitioners wounld therefore pray :

That your Excellency my be pleased to sub.
mit to Parliament propozals for the reduostion
of the duty os said articles to an amount not
greater thaus 10 yer cent. ad valorem, the same
rate now collected on watch and olock move.
meuts,

(Signed)




