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tien of mutual ijenefit Insurance saciatte ot anc
lcind andi anotiior. Tlîce efforts arc v. ry coin-
iiendable in their nature, but in maîîy cases

they do net carry witlî thenm titat security
which fa nece8sry ini life inauranre.

hI view of the great army of agents eniployed
by tha regular companies, andi the vast %vealth
ainassed by somo of tiiese institutions, iL. la
evidcnt that the cosL. of insurancc to titose
holding tha policies is coasiclerably in excess of
what iL iniglit ha. Thera fa no resanr why the
govcrnincnt could not andi should not provida
a eystoin of insuranca which %vould combine the
maximum ot satety with the minimum uit cosn.
Such a aysîcmn planned apcciaily for woerkîng-
men aud peaple of limited menas would en-
courage such persoas ta provide somethinig for
aid tige ar for tisie familles fa case of thieir
death, and iL would be encauraging thein ta
maake an effort in a vcry laudibie cituse. The
great expensa o! carivaaaing and other autlays
as the business is now carried on, wouid ba
saved by a governmrent systemn, anti insuranca
would be so cheapcned that it %voulci ba brought
within the reach af niany wha are hardly able
ta carry A polie>' aven for a 8mall amont fn the
regular way.

The growth ot lite insurance fa intimateiy
associated with stivancing civilization. It is a
tenture of advanced civilization and a very
cieserving teature at that. IL la something in
which wve are or shauld ho ail interested.
To perfect a systemr af sane and cheap lite in-
surance for the henefit of the peaple, and
especially the warking people, is a wiso and
legitimate sphere of action for the Goverament.
It wauld be carrying out a movemeat in the
interest of the people fa keeping with the efforts
of te Goverament fa providing education for
the young, bouses af charity for the destitute,
security for lite eud property, and other great
features which it fe generally understood to ha
the duty a! the state ta provide, in t', iuterest
of the people.

"AU SUPEROR. NÂVGÂTJRS
Tha ice went ont o! tie river at Fort WVilliamr

on April 2.3. The Fort Wi'lliam Journal thinks
that if an f ce crusher were stationed at that
part, ta break a passage tramn tha barbor
through the bay in the apring, navigation could
ba opened a week or two carîfer titan to wait
for the ice ta go ont of the bay of iLs owa
accord. This is an important inatter in wbich
the whoie West f8 interestcd, as a couple of
wceks added ta tha sesson of navigation would
be ot great value ta ail the country west o!
Lako Superi or. Tho opening o! navigation
mrenns a con>,iderable reduction fa rates ot
transportation, and this in a direct sas-ing ta
the people. Importera hold their sbipments
as long as possible fa the sprinag, fa order ta
.she advantage of the lake freight tariff. The
tee remains hemned in at Thunder Bay otten
long atter the lake beyond la sale for naviga
tion, and long alter the irai bas gone ont o! tho
rivera. IBor 4 somnetfir j arrive in sight of
Port .Arthur days an%' evea weeics hetore thty
an geL iuto the harbor. This causes a serions

delay and lont; teashippers and importera. The
question la ane of sncb importance that it might
ho considered by aur boards of trado and other
bodiecs, with a view te briaging the maLter te

tha attention of tho Dotnlnion Govarament.
If a %vack or two could ba gained In openlng
the barbors of Thunder Bay in te spring, by
statiotittg an ice cru( lier ac titat point, iL îtould
ba wvoll wvortlî saine oastlay ta accompliali titis
enid. _____________

RAT FORTAGRD M4NING DlISENIT,
Tha country tribaitary ta Rat P'ortage and

knowa as the Lako of thn Woods district lia
lontg beci t aikeil about as a tri ni ng region of
are or lebe inmportance. Since tae early days

o! exploration titrougîtout the section tisere litas
been an impression tîtat tho country wua valu
able for its nara deposit. About the tinte
tha ManitLoba land "«boomn" wus on iLs last legs
an attempt was made ta taira the curreat o! the
" boom" into specîtiation fa niiiing8tocks-, bised
upon certain alleged mines in tîte Lake of tho
WVoods country. If te country poasessedl aay
realintenit as a mi ning rsugiea the prospectR for
early developaint o! its mineral wvealLlî were
certain ta be injured by tii precedure. Specu-
lation in land and lota had mun wild and loose
until it wvas about exhaustcd. People wera
begînaîng ta diacover te depth o! tise reekiesa.
ns ta wvhiel they land carrieci tha landi craze,
andi iL only needei te shauiow of a speculsitive
mning craze ta settie the business and moke
sensible peopla keop clear o! tae tlting. Besides
the attetnpt at that Lime ta wark up interest ia
the Rat Portage mtiaing country wos of a
speculatit'e nature, andi net ona et development.
Whiat the projectors wanted wvas ta seil iniaiag
stock. Naituraily theretore tailura foliowed
these efforts.

IL was untortunate we say that attention wvas
drowa te this region at that porticular Lime,
when reaction troa a apeculative craze liait al
ready set ia, especially as te movement wvas
ta keep up the spirit et specuistion by turaing
it inta a new citannel. Thta result, as migbt
bave been expecteci, has been ta injure the
prospects for the dovelopinent of te region.
Still t opinion has been maintaineci that con-
sicierble minerai wealth existe fa the Rat
Portage district, tltough ia.tbe stb.ence ot any
vcry important work in the direction et procti-
cal deirelopment, tiiese opinit us di fer matcriolly
as te ex"ent andi value ot the minerai deposits
et the region.

Saine ltruspecting bas bee qnietly geiug on
during tua >etats ilhat Lave passecd sinre tho at-
tempt ta "«boomn" te region, andi it is evidant
tîtat there ai e a number who have faitin fate
country. Another impdrtant inove la nawv ta
ha mode ta devclop the minerai resources of
te district. This fia not, like the lunt effort

ot a speculative nature. IL fa one of practicol
developiant. Reduction works are being ea.
tablisheci at Rat Portage, aciwhea these are
put fa operation, the rend value of tae country
wiii prohahly an be leamneci. Thoie wvho are
investing t'neir capital fa the enterpriâe have no
doubt carc!nlly f avestigoteci tite case and de-
cideci that pizzpects are goond. Titis fa one ot
tise difficultie! -za tae way o! devclopea-Z a
mining territerl>. It requires thea outlay et a
large amouat vef capital betora tha reai valua et
tho conntry eau ho taithtnlly masde knowu. Ia
titis case t ose uadertaking the establishmnent
of tae Rat Partage works have evidently haci
preot convinciag t- thefr r incis that the misnerai

valuaet Ltae territory fa suflicientl -great te
make tho enterpriso a asucceas.

Rat Poertage fa advantsgeousely aituatcsi for
tha .,,orke, fiavfng boal water andi railiway
comnmuncation. A considerabia portion of tue
torritory whicit fe stîpposeci ta hu valuable for
iLta minerais, fa oituateti close ta tite latin or upomi
the innumerabla islands fn te lakes. Thcse
ines,caa titeretore bo reacliec by steamers u
tae loke, anti te ores cs.n bceconvayeci by a

chet -, nîcana et transit direct to Lise rcduction
wvorlcs. It la nserstooci ta buîildings anti
works at Rat Portage will ha on quite an ex.
Lenaf vo scala, andi they will ha ready> ta colts.
mnence oporations "asis soason. Mien the iors
are put lu aperatian ores tramn te varfoîts amines
o' tho district will ho testeci, aad iL will suen
ha possible teaspeak with antitorfty as La tise
minerai wralth ot the Lake et te Wuodls
countLry. __________

WRAT'S IN À N.AHI.
Tua naine IlNorthweat Torritories," as ap.

plieci ta the organised ters itarfea of Canada, lias
beau changeci. At Ottawa last week some
amnedment8 wero made La the Northwat Terri.
tories AcL, aud amcsug tese iL was decideci Le
2itange the namne to the Western Territories cf
Canada. Thte naine Northwest, as applied te
te erganizeci territaries, bau always been s

geograpical contradiction. An examinotion o!
the mop et Canada WQill aitow ot a glance that
theso terri tories toa te sentitwestern portion
et Canada. IL hau always been a wonder how
te tersa 'Nortitwest" was appiieci La what fa

resu>' te southwest. Northwest, however,
heing the officiai naine, iL bias caine into general
use, uetwithstandiug the manifetat absurdity of
titeappellation. Now that te naine bas been
offlciaiiy changeci, the terna IlNorthwest " will
gradtually ho droppeci, titoug it will takeo some
timo te do away with te olci naine. Hercafter,
however, te namne "Northwest" will bc in-
correct, poiLicai>y as well as geographicaly,
and titase wito speak andi write abouît WVestern
Canada sitaulc gavera terrseives accordustgly.

WINNIEG BUTUOHEmRS,
Winnipeg hutchers are doing a gond deal cf

grumbling et late. Meats are very high
witoiesaie this sprfng, but the hutchers are un-
able ta advance rotaI prices fa proportion ta the
adva-mca fa mîholesale figures. CampeLinon,
joalousy'andcifar et losing costomers bias te
effec. ot prevcnting an acivanca lu retii prices.
A4 number o! the hatchers dîid conte Lo an
agreement tea ocvance prices 2 te 3 cents on
different cuLa, but it fell titrongi, as sanie dsd
net litld te iL long. Ia addition ta reducei
profite, troda fa dm11 and money very sce.=
There is a goond deni moie business titan catsh,
sud a geond mny deaci-ucats and paon Ps> eus.
termers iurkfng about, anxious ta geL ment on
credit. Credit business is Lite banc o! the rersil
meat trade, and the hutchers baose so mucit by
had debtz, that a largo profit la aeceisary front
their cash andi goed.pay customers, ta order ta
malte np for lasses ia bnci accounats. O! courte
this la bard on te cash cus.omers, as weli ms
tho hutciters. Wbat with itigh pricme for muata
whalesnie, slow trade oaci scarcity o! cash, the
butchers are net gettiaig rich fast tiseso das,

snd accordfng ta reporta more titan ana knight
o! the cicaver wanld liketo sal eut, aird gel
ente!f the business.


