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THE COMMBEROLAL,,

tion of mutual benefit insurance societies of one
kind and anothor, Theso offorts are very com-
mendable in their nature, but in mauy cases
they do not carry with them that security
which is necessary in life insurance.

In view of the greatarmy of agents employed
by the regular companies, and the vast wealth
amassed by some of theso institutions, it is
evident that the cost of insurance to those
holding the policies is considerably in excess of
what it might be. There is no reason why the
government could not and should not provide
a systein of insurance which would combine the
maximum of safety with the minimum of cost.
Such a systemn planned specially for working-
men and " people of limited means would en.
courage such persons to provide something for
old age or for their families in case of their
death, and it would be cncouraging them to
make an ecffort in a very laudible cause, The
great expense of canvassing and other outlays
as the business is now carried on, would be
saved by o government system, and insurance
would be so cheapened that it would be brought
within the reach of many who are hardly able
to carry o policy even for a small amount in the
regular way. '

The growth of life insurance is intimately
associated with advaucing civilization. Itisa
feature of advanced civilization and a very
deserving feature at that. It is something in
which we are or should be all interested.
To perfect a system of safe and cheap life in-
surance for the benefit of the people, and
especially the working people, is o wise and
legitimate sphere of action for the Government.
It would be carrying out a movement in the
interest of the people in keeping with the efforts
of the Government in providing education for
the young, houses of charity for the destitute,
security for life and property, and other great
features which it iz generally understood to be
the duty of the state to provide, in th~ interest
of the people.

LAKE SUPERIOR NAVIGATIIN.

The ice went out of the river at Fort William
on April 23. The Fort William Journal thinks
that if an ice crusher were stationed at that
port, to break a passage from the harbor
through the bay in the spring, navigation could
be opened a week or two earlier than to wait
for the ice to go out of the bay of its own
accord. This is an important raatter in which
the whole West is intercsted, as a couple of
weeks added to the scason of navigation wonld
be of great value to all the country west of
Lake Superior. The opening of ravigation
means a considerable reduction iu rates of
transportation, and this Is a direcy saving to
the people. Importers hold their shipments
as long as possible in the spring, in order to
«ake advantage of the lake freight tariff. The
1co remaios hemmed in at Thunder Bay often
long after the lake beyond is safe for naviga
tion, and long after the irs hes gone out of the
rivers. Bor¢s sometim .8 arrive in sight of
Port Arthur days an' even wecks before they
can get into the harbor. This causes a serious
delay and loss to shippers and importers. The
question is one of such importance that it might
be considered by our boards of trade and other
bodies, with o view to bringing the matter to

the attontion of tho DNominion Government.
If a wock or two could be gained in opening
the harbors of Thunder Bay in the spring, by
stationing an ice crut fier at that poiat, it would
be well worth some outlay to accomplish this
end.

RAT PORTAGE MINING DISTRICT.

The country tributary to Rat Portage and
known as the Lako of tha Woods district hus
long been talked about asa mining region of
more or less importance. Since the early days
of exploration throughout the section there has
been an impression that the country was valu
able for its minera) deposits, About tho tin:e
the Manitoba land “‘boom" was on its last logs
an attempt was made to turn the current of the
“boom" into speculation in miningstocks, based
upon certain alleged mines ia the Lake of the
Woods country. If the country possessed any
real inerit as a mining region the prospects for
early development of its mineral wealth were
certain to be injured by this procedure. Specu-
lation in land and lots had run wild and loose
until it was about exhausted. People were
beginning to discover the depth of the reckless-
ness to which they had carried the land craze,
and it only needed the shadow of a speculative
mining craze to settlo the business and make
sensible people keep clear of the thing. Besides
the attenpt at that time to work up interest in
the Rat Portage mining country was of a
speculative nature, and not one of development.
What the projectors wanted was to gell mining
stock. Naturally therefore failure followed
these efforts.

It was unfortunate we say that attention was
drawn to this region at that particular time,
when reaction from a speculative craze had al
ready set in, especially as the movement was
to keep up the spirit of speculation by turning
it into a new channcl. The result, as might
have been expected, has been to injure the
prospects for the development of the region.
Still the opision has been maintained thatv con-
siderable mineral wealth exists in the Rat
Portage district, though inthe ubienco of any
very important work in the direction of practi-
cal development, these opinic»s differ materially
as to extent and value of the mineral deposits
of the region.

Some prospecting has beep quietly goivg on
during the yeats chut Lave passed since the at-
tempt to “boom” the region, and it is evident
that there aie a number who have faith in the
country. Another important move is now to
be made to develop the mineral resources of
the district. This is not, like the last effort,
of a speculative nature. It is one of practical
development. Reduction works are being es-
tablished at Rat Portage, and when these are
put in operation, the real value of the country
will probably soon bo learned. Tho3e who are
investing their capital in the enterprise have no
doubt carcfully investigated the case and de-
cided that pisspects are good. This is one of
the difficulties in tho way of developi.z a
mining territory. It requires the outlay of &
large amount of capital before the real value of
the country can be faithfully made known, In
this case those undertaking the cstablishment
of tho Rat Portsge works have evidently had
proof convincing t~ their minds that the suinera}

valuo of tho territory is sufficientl - great to
make the enterpriso o success.

Rat Portage is advantageously situated for
tho works, having both water and railway
communication. A considerable portion of the
territory which is supposed to be valuable for
its minerals, is situated close to the lake or upon
the innumerablo islands in the lake. These
mines.can thereforo bo reached by stcamers on
tho lake, and the ores csn bo convoyed by a
chee p means of transit direct to the reduction
works. It is understood the buildings and
works at Rat Portage will be on quite an cx.
tensive scale, aund they will be ready to com.
mnence operations ‘his scason. When the works
are put in operation ores from the various mines
el the district will be tested, aud it will soon
be possible to speak with authority us to the
mincral wealth of the Lake of the Wuods
country.

WHAT'S IN A NANME.

The name ‘‘ Northwest Territories,” as ap.
plied to the organised ter:itories of Canada, has
been changed. At Ottawa last week some
amendments wero made to the Northweat Terri.
tories Act, and among these it was decided to
shange tho name to the Western Territories of
Canada. The name Northwest, as applied to
the organized territorics, has always been a
geographical contradiction. An examination of
the map of Canada will show at a glance that
theso territories form the southwestern portion
of Canada. It has always Leen a wonder how
the term “Northwest” was applied to what is
really the southwest. Northwest, however,
being the official name, it has come into general
use, notwithstanding the manifest absurdity of
the appellation. Now that the name has been
officially changed, the term ¢ Northwest " will
gradually be dropped, though it will take some
timo to do away with the old name. Hereafter,
however, the name *Northwest” will be in-
correct, politically as well as geographically,
and those who speak and write about Western
Canada should govern themselves accordingly.

WINNIPEG BUTCHERS.

Winnipeg butchers are doing a good deal of
grumbling of late. Meats are very high
wholesale thie spring, but the butchers are un-
able to advance retal pricesin proportion to the
advaace in wholesale figures. Competition,
jealousy and fear of losing customers has the
effec. of preventing an advance in retail prices.
A number of the butchers did cone to an
agreement to advance prices 2 to 3 centson
different cuts, but it fell through, as some did
not huld to it long. In addition to reduced
profits, trade is dull and money very scarce.
There is a good deal move Lusiness than cash,
and a good many dead-veats and poor pay cus-
tomers Jurking about, anxious to get meat on
credit. Credit business is the bane of the renil
meat trade, and the butchers loose 8o much by
bad debts, that a largo profit is necessary from
their cash and good-pay customers, 1n order to
make up for losses in bad accounts. Of courze

this is hard on the cash cusiomers, as well 2
tho butchers. What with high prices for meats
wholesale, slow trade zud scarcity of cash, the
butchers are not getting rich fost these das,
and according to reports more than one knight
of the cleaver would like to sell out,and g
ontof the business,
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