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inches into the abdomien. Dr. Quinton, iii his interesting littie.
book on Crime and Criminals, records a.n instance of a prisoner

-vho, mcerely tû spite hie gaoler, sinashed his owii thumb by put-
r ting it into the hinge of a jointed table, and forcibly raising the

flap. No one denies that crirainals as a whole are charaeterized
by an astonishing lack of sensibility, both physical and mental.
Condeznned men often spend their last night in comfôrtable
sleep, and walk to the scaffold with no sign of trepidation. The
faillace- of reading into others the saine motives and feelings as
aniinate ourselves is productive of endless mistakes in interpret-
ing human fharacter. The c:îlinness of mnen on the point of
execuition has long bewildered the world, froimi the time of
Plato onwards. We are, perhaps, less aRtonishied at the coolrxess

'eÏ -of Socrates, since Nve a-e apt to regard philosphers as somewhat
inhiunian. Montaigne Nwas struckz býy the indifference of con-
dexnned men. I quote, with modernized spelling, froin Florio's
translation of the essay ''That the taste of goods or evils doth
greatly depend on the opinion xvc have of thert:".

One wvho was led to the gallows desîred it miight not be
through sucli a street. for fear a nierchant shotild set a sergeant

wi on his back fo an old deht. Another wished the hanginan flot
~o* touch his throat, lest lieshould inake hiin swonf with
laughing, hecause lie w-as qo ticklish. Another answered his con-
fessor, who prornised l'uni lie îqhould. sup that night with our
Saviour ini heaven. ''Go thithier yourself to supper, for 1 atn
used to fast anighits.'' Another upon tht gibbt calling for
drink, and the lianginan drinking flrst, said hie wNoifl -tiot drink
after himn for fear lie should take the pox of hiim. Every mnan
hiath heard the tale of the Piecard, who being uipon the ladder
rvady to be thrown down, there xvas a wencli presented unto

hi -ith this offer (as in soine cases our law doth sometirnes
tolerate), thiat if lie would marry her his lift, shiotld be 3aved, %V'ho.

Î.. after he lhad a w~hile beheld lier, and perceiving that she halted,

.0 ~said liastily, 'Airay, au'ay, good hangmnan, make av end of thy

bisie,.ss: site li'>nps.' The like is report ed~ of a mari in Denmnark,
-ho, heing adJudged to have his head eut off, and being upon


