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A the precedent of the Parnell Commission Act, passed, despite strong
opposition, by the Imperial Parliamnent in 1888. When in 1853 the late
Sir Charles Gayan Duffy made from his place in the House of Commons a
charge of corruption against Mir.isters, no question arose as to the tribunal
by which such a charge if maintained and flot withdrawn should bc
investigated-a Select Committee of the House of Commons. The
investigation of charges made against members of a Legisiative Assembly
bas been conducted almost invariably by a Select Committee of that

t Assembly, and the delegation of such investigation to an extraneous body
muist be regarded as a departure from well-established conistitutional
usage."

There are a few hopeful signs that there may be in time some
diminution~ ini the crime of lynching in the United States, in view
of the facts that it is receiving the marked attention of the press
and of the judiciary, and that the public are beginning to
realize that these frightful atrocities are bringing disgrace tipon
the nation in the eyes of those whose good opinion it values.
The trouble is, unfortunately, that lynch Iaw is partly the resuit of
a defective and often corrupt administration of crimninal justice,
(wvhich, by the way, is also a crime of the first order). One legal

joural as i a ecen isue o less than four leading articles o
the subject. under the headings of.-"Contagion of mob violence"-

* "Vengeance of tlie mob as a check upon crime," taking the ground
that "the work of the mob flot only brands the nation with iii-
dlelible dîsgrace, but tends to multiplv the crimes it would re-
press"; another article lays the blamne largely on the dtflav of
justice in the Courts; and the last, in speaking of the cure for rnobs
savs that nothing is needed but the resolute enforcement of the
Iaw. The Aibuzu, LaiwJozirnal, in referring to the subject quotes
Mr Justice Brewer of the United States Supreme Court as ver>,
properly saying, "Every man who takes part in the burniii- or
lyncliing of negroes is a murderer, and should be so considercd in
the e% es of the la\v," but deplores thc powerlessness of the Courts
to act as no precautions are brought before them. The Ni-w lYork
Lau Jouirnal after discussing the subject at som-re lengthi takes com-r fort from the fact that in mnany places the negro population hiave
been arming themnsclves and making systematic preparation
to resist force by force, believing. that "organized systematic, retali-
atory violence by negroes would have a strong influence ii. ulti-
mately cornpelling aIl classes to respect the lawv." Thiis ýounids
oddflfato me putv anin end to this but ody n pernicions
oddil fator ie l~'iing I3itsr but md aotis ly ndrtheess be
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