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A conparison froms year te year has

psroablay nso special value, but a remark-

able flct starts beforo our eyes at the

imsoimeit of examination, which is that the

full third of the carrying trade ofthe port
is done by a people iwio have no con-

mserce with us-we imseain the Swedes and

NorwvegiasS ; tlsey actually build tlheir

slips, ansd, after msaining tlhemîs, come
acrols the ocean t do tise car-ier business

whichi we ouseilves are supposed te do.

Of a total of 549 sipsensterci iiwards, 182
are Scanlinavial, anid of tîsis 182 only 47
essnie froin ports under the flag of Sweden
and Norwsay. On the otier hand not a

single siIip left the port wiith cargo for the

Scaiidiiavian kingloim. It is altogetier
ossille that our own shilpe are equallV

enterprising, but it is certainly desirable
tlt a figured synopsis should be at our.
service, se that we should be aware of our

progress os retrogression as a seafaring
nation.

TO leave for a momlent the table authori-
tatively publislied, we wisi our readers te
take iotice of tie faet tiait almiiost the
saime Isuimber of vessels of thesaime nation
liave visited New Orleans ; in fact it would
seeis that a certain kind of trade vibrates
betweens the openings made by the two
great wates- courses whici drain the con-
tissent.

Tie total arrivals for the half-year of
1 S75 iere 406,369 tons, with an average of
750 tons per botton; of course the fre.
qiuent stesii tsrsaflic would tend towards a
repetition of arrival of the same vessel, but
our modern rapid transit is after all tanuta-
mouiint te a multiplicatiori of tonnage.
The important question te consider would
probably be whether, as shipowners, Wo
were the servants of others, or, as imsîport-
ers, w-e were paying an agiotage te the
Englisi for doing our buying and carry-
ing.

'Tie vessels which came from Britain
were 835,018 tons, leaving only abont
70,000 tous to represent our trade with
the rest cf the world.

'fihe departures are still more remiark-
able; during the past ialf-year, out of
489,857 tons, all except 14,161 tois sailed
for Great Biritain. The diminution of
trafic wiith selling couitries las showni
itself in ouir trade ivith France, New-
foundiland and Portugal, and ive notice a
special falling off in ourshipments to South
America, the difference being 15 bottoms
and 8,668 tons in measurenient. This is an
absoluîte loss in trade with a country from
which we import almest entirely raw
iaterials in excha/uge foi' our own, and

from wliei,'onsequently,we wouki expect
a profit free from the excise of the

middlensan ; it is, therefore, a trade te bo
car-fully cultivated if we is-ih to do our
owin marketing.

The vossels for the wvhole year which
visited Quebec were in tonnage (842,950)
as in number (1050) considerably buelow
the figures of the pr-evious yar. Aboujt
20 per cent. vill give the variation.

The demssand for luinber as a -aw pro-
duct is aivais insdicated in the shipping
list at Qinebec; and as vessels arriving in
ballast are geier:tlly sulpposecd te have
comse li search et tor ber cargoes, w-e have
in the diminution of these arrivalis,
amountinîg te 25 por cent., another proof
of the general restriction prudentially

imposed on trade by the mercantile coin-
munity.

We think that a harbour se important
as Quebec should have its statpimits
very cai-efilly made and also very fully
digested; of the first ie express nso doubt,
but, in the interests oftiie coimierceofthe
St. Lawrence valIey, ire have aîs s i diuty, te
ask that every possible statistical figusre be
given te guide us im Our commarial logis-
lation.

THE ONTARIO INSURANCE
CONDITIONS.

We wishs it distinctly understood that
w-e are in favour of the simplification of
the business of fire insurance by the
adoption of uniform conditions, if such
can be framied se as te protect the varios
interests involved, but we have to protest
against the very iiperfect and unjust
setlmenisit of the Ontario Commissionsers,
and the aninus displayed in the wholo Of
the proceedings concerning thseir prepar-
ations and proposed promulgation.

No legishition will bear the test of timse
inless it be framied solely for the good of
the coiitry as a whiole; it is as unwise as
it is useless te legisiate specially for or
against ansy class.

There is no doubt of te power of the
Dominion Governmient to issue licenses
authorizing mîsurance companiics te trans-
act business in all parts of the Dominion,
consequenstly whatever s-les, restrictions

or conditions may be necessary for the

regulation of the insurance business smav
properly be imposed by the Dominion

Governmest, but whe these require-

ments have been complied with, and the

license issued, the company is empow-ered
te transact its sbusiness, subject onsly to
the conditions upon which its licenuse is
held, and not te any limitations or exac-

tions of ansy inferior governmients,
whether they be provincial or civic. All
the utterances of these inferior bodies,
whether in the forin of a Lieutenant-Gov-

eirnor's proclanation, a provincial staimp
act, or- a municipal license and tax by-law
are siimply pretentious, and are powerless
as against the Dominion License.

We deprocate interferences in insur-
ance muatters by any special act of even
the Dominion Pa-liamnent, because that an
insurance policy is a forms of contract
amply provided f'or by the laiws governing
coltracts gener-alily ; because every person
is free to choose as ta whether -he will
enter into anY of the varions foris of
coutract presented to hima, and because
oui large warehouses, nanufactories and
luimber yards caninot find in Canada con-
panies suflicient to protect then,

But, if the Parlianent of the Dominion
do take upî the matter, we trust they will
consider it in its broadest light anid pro-
vide such ani act as willi au oncee settle the
alleged rights and exactions of the local
powers z will provide every possible safe-
guard for the preservation of property
froi fire and froi deterioration Iv neg-
lect after a fire lias occurred; against the
telptation offered by over-ilsurince, as
weil as against fraud on the part of the
claimant and over-reaching on the part of
the comupanies ; most particularly defining
the m11ea1ning of tihe word agent, and deter-
mining whether an insurance agent differs
froi aiy other, in bssng confined in lis
powers by the authority vested in him by
the company for w-bon lhe acts or assumes
to act as agent.

This leads us ta the further considera-
tion of the fifti condition of the Ontario
Commissioners, which assumes te provide
tiat an insurance agent bnay, without
express authority froum bis compansy,
accept an abandoniment of damaged pro-
perty.

The good of the community denands
that all possible care shall be takei uf ail
the property of the people, and so jussti.
fies the idea of fire insurance being a con-
tract of indemnsity for loss or damnage by
fire, al the time of the fire, and not fron
the consequences Of the neglect of the
assured te lse every Iossible mseans for
the preservation Of the property from
further damage.

In the average fire as much damage is
doelo by water as by tire, and saivnge
depends for its extent upon ismediate
action for the conservation of the property
damaged, and a very little common sense
will show that an expert at the trade can
preserve a stock froin furthser damage
much more efliciently than an insurance
agent can.

Yet those who are experienced in the
adjustiment of loss claims know that it is
not a new idea for a sharp sort of a man


