
THE NEW BARONETAGE IS
invited Scotsmen to settle in a new country, where success­
ful commerce might be prosecuted by the merchant, where 
the sportsman might enter into a paradise of his own, and 
where the Christian might have ample scope for missionary 
enterprise.

“ Where,” was his argument, “ was euer Ambition 
baited with greater hopes than here, or where euer had 
Vertue so large a field to reape the fruits of Glory, since any 
man who doth goe thither of good qualitie, able at first 
to transport a hundred persons with him, furnished with 
things necessary, shall have as much Bounds as may serve 
for a great Man, whereupon he may build a Towne of his 
owne, giving it what forme or name he will, and being the 
first Founder of a new estate, which a pleasing industry 
may quickly bring to a perfection, may leaue a faire inherit­
ance to his posteritie, who shall claime unto him as the 
author of their Nobilitie there, rather than to any of his 
Ancestours that had preceded him, though neuer so nobly 
borne elsewhere ? ”

But despite the glowing prospects enumerated in this 
Encouragement to Colonies, little enthusiasm was excited 
on behalf of the undertaking. When the English treasury 
refused to compensate Alexander for losses in a matter in 
which it had no concern, a new method was suggested, 
whereby his embarrassments might be relieved and the 
undertaking carried on. James, since his accession to 
the English throne, had systematically replenished his 
revenues by the simple method of selling titles. A par­
ticular instance of this was the colonisation of Ulster ; when 
he shortly before created an order of knights baronets, of


