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whole, hare exceeded twentyinilUoni,or two ImndVcd

thovifand ads of homicide per annum. Thclc viiHiui-*

hivvc been facnliced to the balance of power, and tlw

balance of trade, the honour of the Britin» Hag, the

imivcrfal fupremacy of parliament, and the lerunty

of the Proteftant liicceffion. If we are to proceed at

this rate for another century, we may, which is

natural to mankind, admire ourfelvcs, and our at-

chievements, but every other nation in the world

mull have a right to wilh that an earthquake or a

volcano may llril buiy both iilands together in the

centre of the globe ; that a llngic, but decifive ex-

ertion of Almighty vengeance may ternunate the

progrefs and the remembrance of our crimes.

In the fcalc of jull calculation, the mofl valuable

commodity, next to human blood is money. Hav-

ing made a grofs ellimate of the dearutlion of the

former, let us endeavour to compute the confump-

tion of the latter. The war of 16^9 coft iixty mil-

lions of pubhc money, and at the end of it, the pub-

lic debts amomited to twenty millions, or by anothev

account*, to but feventcen millions and a half; fo

that not more than one third part of the expences

were borrowed. In queen Anne's war, forty or fifty

millions Sterling were alfo funk in the fame manner,

befides about thirty millions, which were added i^^

the former pubhc debt. Very large funis have fince

been abforbed in other wars, over and above thofc

which were placed to the national credit. In 1783,

by the report of the comraiffioners of publicr accounts,

the total debts of Britain extended to two hundred

and feventy-nine m;llions, fix hundred and ninety-

tight thoufand pounds, though many millions have

been paid o(f in time of peace, by what is called the

linking fund. Hence, we fee, that this fum ot two

hundred and feventy-nine 7/u/lions is much inferior to

* Memoirs of Biltain and Ireland, vol, ii.


