
PREFACE
OP

THE AMERICAN EDITOR.

In offering to the public an American edition of Mr. M'CuUoch's valuable

Commercial Dictionary, it is unnecessary to add any thing, concerning tlic object

and plan of the work, to what will be found in the s\ibjoined extracts from the

author's prefaces to the several editions of it wiiich have appeared in England.

With respect to the labours of the present editor, he has for the most part con-

fined himself to matters relating to his own country, or of especial intt>rest to its

citizens. Considerable information of this nature will be found appended to the

articles Aliens, IJanking, ('oal, Coins, Cotton, Importation and I'^xportation,

Imports and Exports, Iron, Roads, Silk, and TarilT, as well as others. A few

articles have been inserted on sul)jects not treated by the author ; such as Admi-

ralty Courts, Liverpool, London, &c.

Tiiere is, generally speaking, an extreme dilficulty in the United States of

procuring statistical information, which may i)o depended upon for its accuracy.

Besides tiie reports, from time to time made to Congress, by the Secretary of the

Treasury, and by committees of that body, the principal sources that have been

consulted for the purpose are the commercial newspapers i)ublished in some of

our large cities, particularly the Philadelphia Commercial List,—Mr. Ilaguet's

" Financial Register,—and the " United States Commercial and Statistical Re-

gister," edited by Samuel Hazard. Tlie former of the two works just mentioned

contains a greater mass of facts, mingled witli mucii valuable dis(piisition, respect-

ing the subjects to which it is devoted, tlian is to be found elsewhere. Mr.

Hazard's work has just reached the close of its first volume. It is published in

weekly numbers, abounds in useful information, and is deserving of extensive

patronage.

It is proper to mention that this American has been reprinted from the last

English edition. Tiie supplement to this, however, not having been received in

time, a page or two was unavoidably omitted to be incorporated with tlie rest of it

in the body of the work, hut will be found in a supplement at the end of the

second volume. In the same supplement, too, the reader will find further addi-

tions by the American editor ; some of which, relating to the United States, (the

article Fish, for example,) could not be prepared for an earlier insertion; and

others, again, consist of the statistics of the commerce of certain foreign ports,

brought down to a later date than is given by the author.
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