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resented as a man not much calculated for the sordid strug-

gle of a money-making world, but possessed of a happy tem-

perament, a festivity of imagination, and a simplicity of heart

that made him proof against its rubs and trials. He was an
excellent scholar; well acquainted with Latin and Greek,

and fond of the modern classics. His book was his elj'sium

;

once immersed in the pages of Voltaire, Corneille, or Racine,

or of his favorite English author, Shakespeare, he forgot the

world and all its concerns. Often would he be seen, in sum-

mer weather, seated under one of the trees on the Battery, or

the portico of St. Paul's Church in Broadway, his bald head

uncovered, his hat lying by his side, his eyes riveted to the

page of his book, and his whole soul so engaged as to lose all

consciousness of the passing throng or the passing hour.

Captain Bonneville, it will be found, inherited something

of his father's bonhomie, and his excitable imagination;

though the latter was somewhat disciplined in early years by

mathematical studies. He was educated at our national Mili-

tary Academy at West Point, where he acquitted himself

v^ery creditably; thence, he entered the army, in which he

has ever since continued.

The nature of our military service took him to the fron-

tier, where, for a number of years, he was stationed at vari-

ous posts in the Far West. Here he was brought into fre-

quent intercourse with Indian traders, mountain trappers,

and other pioneers of the wilderness; and became so excited

by their tales of wild scenes and wild adventures, and their

accounts of vast and magnificent regions as yet unexplored,

that an expedition to the Rocky Mountains became the ardent

desire of his heart, and an enterprise to explore untrodden

tracts, the leading object of his ambition.

By degrees he shaped this vague day-dream into a prac-

tical reality. Having made himself acquainted with all the

requisites for a trading enterprise beyond the mountains, he

determined to undertake it. A leave of absence and a sanc-

tion of his expedition was obtained from the major-general

in chief, on hxs offering to combine public utility with his


