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policy tljuii to tho Iji'.sl iiitcM'osts of lli(» [)0()|»U' ol' the colony.

Tlio liitf convention, wliii'h liaH resnltiMl in tlio Moiinx Vivendi now un-

der discussion, is llui ninlli which luib' liocn held during a ])eriod of less

tluin fifty ycpi's, and in every instance the arrangement h^uggested

has hjen to the detriiiiLMif of the i)eoiih' of Newfoundland, and has

been promptly and eni[)lKitically disclaimed hy them. All conventions

prior t(» tiie one whose labors are now under discussicm, related gen-

erally to the Cod-fishery, Init the present, arrangement includes un

entirely new and startling cl'iim, namely, of a right on the part of tho

French to take and prox-rvc Lobsters on that part of the coast of

Newfoundland on whidi they have fishery rights.

Uefore entering into ii discussion of this <'laiin it will be neces-

lary, in order to obtain a clear ideaof the fishery rigbtsof the French,

o give some extracts from tlu^ text of th;* Treaties U|)on which they

base tlieir claims, with such olher information as Avill tend towards

the elucidatit)n of tlie points in dispute.

The provisions of the Treaties arc as follows :

—

TUF.\TV OF UTKKCHT--1713.
By Article XI II. of the Treaty of Utrecht, 1713, it was agreed

that "' Tlic Inland called Newfoundland, with the adjac(Mit

ir^'indsj shidl fi'om this time foiward btdong of right wholly to (Treat

Britain ; ami to that end the town iind fortress of IMaceutia, and
whatever olher places in the said isl-aiid are In the possession of the

French, sliall be yielded and given up within seven months from the

exchange of tin- ratification of this treaty, or sooner if possible, by the
most (Jhri.^lian King, to those who have a t.'oininission. fi'oU' the (,>ui'L'n

of (ireat Ibilaiu lt>r that pui'i)osv'. Nor .shall the most Christian King,
hi.^ lieiis iiiid ,-iU'Cessors, ur ;iny of llieir subjects, at any time here-
mI'iim- lay chiiiii to any rivLt td ilie said island and islands, or to any
part of it or them. Moreovi'i', it shall not Ix' lawful for the !-ubjects

of France lo forllf\- anv idace in the said island of Newfoundland, or
to erect any buildings there, besides stages made of boards, ami huts
necessary and ntual for drying of fish, or to resort to the said island
luvond the time nccessarv for fisbiuL!: and drvin-i; of fish. But
it .dtull be allowed to the subjects of Fiance to catch fish, and to dry
them on land, in that jtart only, and in no other besides that, of the
.said, island 111" Newfninidland. which stretches from the place called

Cape Bona\ ista to the northern point of the said island, and from
thcn(;e, riniuing down by the western side, reaches as far as the place
called Point Riche. lint ibe i.sbuul (>,alled Cape Breton, as also all

otlicr.«^, both in the mouth of the river St. Lawrence and in the gulph
of the same name shall hereafter beloii'jr of riuht to the French ; and the
most Christian King shall have all manner of liberty to f\)rtiry any
place or places there."'
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