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To-day the Goveruniient comes in witlî a
proposai te give 520,000,000-not to bic spent
in one locality, as niy honourable frienti
tram Middleton (Hon. W. B. R~oss) seenied
ta imag-ine. Hie seemnel te tlîink that the
farmers would al] rush in and get richi.
This $20,000,000 is te ha spent during a terni
of fixe years, at the rate af $4,000,000, a year,
and the expenditure is te cover the whiole
Dominion. This amounit la ta be supple-
rnented by the provinces; they are te suli-
scribe more than the Dominion Governmient
itself. A partnership is geing- te exist be-
tween the Dominion Governr-nent andi the
Provincial Governments. I think that will
be a goodi thin.

-Ny lionourable friend tram the West
(Hon. Mr. Wiloughby) says that we have
ne riglît to step into provincial affairs. By
tHie British North America Act, this Gev-
ernment may, or should, look after the
good gaverniment ef the wbele ef Canada
-that is aur inherent right. We de net
trespass in tlîis matter; the Bill pravides
that this arrangement is te be a niatter et
accord between the Federal Governmenit
and the Provincial Governments. If the
Provincil Governrnents do net want the
money we will nat force it on theni. What
harmnis there in the building of gooti roadsýý
After a gond crop they are the ver-Y best
caset that a country can have: and the twc'
,work together.

Europe is abeati of us in this regard.
France particularly has matie great strides
in this direction; Napoleon thaughit that
the best thing ta do was ta builti god
roatis, net only in France, but in the other
countries that ha overran. For many years
Fiance spent frein 500,000,000 te 600,000,00
francs a vear on roatis, but. t.he ceuntry was
more than comipensated hy the number o!
toreigners who, went there, es'pecially the
owners of automobiles, and spent, their
money anti carrîed away w ith theni an
ippreciation andi regard for tlîe country
which ne doulit belped ber when she \vas
brut.ally attacked by Gerniany.

The best thing, that we can do for this
country just naw is ta turn our attention
ta good raads-and why? Five millions
raîses a tempest in the Senate; but in the
other House, wbere the direct represent-
atives et the people are te be found, this
Bill was adapted. Why ahould we net vote
tbis înoney? We bave no personal motive
for apposing the Bill, andi what la $5,000,000
a 3-ear when cempareti with the subsidies
that have been given te railreatis? If 'we
were asked for $50,000,000 for the Grand
Triînk Pacific railway, or any ether big rail-
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way, we would grant it. W'c have graniteti
it and more. The railways have hiad
enouighi, honeurable g-entlemii. NNe have
expendeti enougi ioney on the Welland
caInal andt Other caniais over $ 100,000,000.
It is tiniie to turn aur attention-now te good
roads; anti pet a ternpest is raised over
the proposai to spend $5,000,000 a year.

Let us pass this measure. It is essential
for the good of the country, and it is one
oi tiiose nianey Bis with which we should
not initerfere. WVe mnust rejet.it or par-s
it. I say !et us pass it. We began the
session weII:, xe have done good work,
let us finish it well. Let us flot sign our
awn condemnnation by refusing a littie bit
o! nîioney for soniething so essential in tliis
country as goad roads.*

I was asked in the lobby which side I
was on. I had flot heard the discussion,
and I regret it now, but I raid ernphatically
that I was in favour of doing sornething
for the provinces. It matters flot to me
whether it is the tarmers or the returneti
soldiers who take the pick and shovel in
hanti: what I arn concerned abou't is the
building of the roads. Better roads, shokild
be huilt. andi we here in the Senate shatild
help the Governînent ta build better..roads
throughout the Dominion.

Hon. G. D. ROBERTSON: Honourable
gentlemnen, witbou-t any desire ta take up
the tiiine of Ithe House unnecessarily 1 will
speak, but hriefly upan this important ques-
tion, as it has a very important bearing
on the labour situation this year, and wil'
have for soîne littie tine to corne.

The question of gooti roatis has been
before this and othier parliaments an
varions occasions. 1I(do flot thînk that
there is any difference of opinion aînong
the citîzens of Canada as te the desirability
of baving as gooti highways as are pos-
sible. The onlv question wbich shonîti
ýweigh in our mintis is whether or not at
this tiîne it is proper and right to expenti
the miono',' In that connection, ýhefore
dealing with the other side of the question,
may 1 point out that the amounit whiich it
is propose(l to expend, nainely, $20,000,000,
extending over a period of five years,
mneans an expenditure of 50 cents per head
per vear. The interest upen that amnounit
during that timie would amotint to ap-
proxiiiîately 2j cents per heati per year. Is
it worth 2j cents to eacb citizen o! Canada
to have good roatis, which will enable the
fariner te get bis produce to market, and
wili enable the citizen to purchase farm
prodiict., at lower prices? Is it worth that
to enable the former of the West more


