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ment that bias governed the Strlklng Cern-
mittee ln makIng Up their report. If it does
flot meet the approval of this House, it 15
easy to depart from It. I can say, on bie-
haif of the Conservative members of that
committee, that no partisan spirit animates
them.

Hon. Mr. WÂTSON-I brouglit this mat-
ter up-

Hon MEMBERS-Spoke ! spoie!

Hon. Mr. WÂTSON-Then I move the
adjourument of the House.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-T£he
hon. gentleman cannot himself move the ad-
jourament of the House for thý purpose of
speaklng.

Hon. Mr. WATSON-If the hon. leader of
the opposition wlll flot allow me te make an
explanation whlch will not occupy three
minutes-

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWý%ELL-I
choose to adhere to the rules of the Hlouse
as the hon. gentleman dld yeÉterday. He
bas no riglit to complaIn.

The motion was agreed to.

THE COMMITTEE ON STANDING
ORDERS.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT moved that the follow-
Ing gentlemen compose the Commlttee on
Standing Orders:

The Hon. Messrs. Carling, Sir J., K.C.M.G.,
Clemow, Glilmor, Macdonald oe.E.I.), Macdonald
(Victoria), MciKay (Truro), Prowse, Yeo, Young.
-9.

Hon. Mr. WATSON-In bringing Up this
matter I thouglit that I was perfectly wlth-
In my riglits. 1 do net think any one ln thls
honourable body wlll doubt that. I can quite
understand that If ail the members of this
Heuse were free from party bias, as the
hon, leader of the opposition and myseif
are, everything would be done fairly. With
regard te the crltlcisms on the remarlis 1
have made by the several gentlemen who
have spoken, I have neyer understood that
we should have a percentage of representa-
tives on committees by provinces, as set
forth by the hon. Secretary cf State, lie-
cause If a province is amail and lias but one
senater, it would practically have ne repre-
sentation at ail. I understand that senators
are appeinted for the purpose of giving re-
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presentation te every portion oi the Domin-
ion. The hon, leader of the opposition says
that I have probably breuglit tbUs matter Up
because I wlsh for an Important position on
some of these committees, lie is entirely
mistaken. I wishi te have a fair share ln
the proceedings of this Heuse whule I am a
member of 1t, but I have ne desire to have
any greater share of It, nor do I dlaim te
possess any larger knowledge cf the sub-
Wets comlng befere these committees, than
other members. The hon, gentleman says
that the western air lias imbued me wlth a
partisan spirit; I do ceme from a province
that, ln my opinion and ln the opinion of a
great mary people In that province, bas
suffered at the harde of the Senate cf Can-
ada, and fer that reason I f eel warmly on
the subject. Whea a majority of the pee-
ple's represeatatives ia parliament approved
of certain legfislatien and sent it te this
Chamber, that legisiation was defeated by a
body net respensible te the electorate of
Canada. For that reason, along with others,
I belleve that the mlnority ln this House,
who represent the vlews of the mai ority of
the electors lni Canada, ouglit te have at
least fair representation. The hon, gentleman
from Calgary says that, in striklng those
committees, ne attention is pald te the pol-
tical views of any member. It lias been
said by others that there le ne politica iii
those committees. I happea to know, from
my own personal knewledge, that two or
three Bills were tbrowa eut in the Rail-
way Commlttee here as a resuit of a straiglit
canvass on party lines. In one case I heard
the carvass made on this ground-tliat if
the Bill were thrown eut it would defeat
the member in the House of Gemmons whe
had lntroduced It there. The Bull was de-
feated and that member was defeated; the
threat was riglit that time. Ne argument
can lie used ln this H3ouse to show that
party Influence dees not affect the decisiens
of committees. The hon, gentleman said
that a few years ago, whenl the Liberals
were weakest here, it would lie found that
they were on almost every committee cf
this House. That Is what I said at the eut-
set; they must necessarily be there te have
representatien at ail. I was a member of
a government and a party ln Manitoba
where the opposition had only seme seven
members, and every one of those seven
members was on almost every committee in


