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the armed forces which could be, through a
departmental arrangement, put at the disposal
of the civil defence authorities.

These are questions which parliament cer-
tainly has not been informed about. The
provinces may have been told about them,
but we certainly were given no indication of
what went on at the meeting with the prov-
inces a month ago. There is to be a meeting
in October, and that will follow the transfer
of ministerial responsibilities on September 1.
What is going to be discussed at that meet-
ing? I believe that it would have been advis-
able for the government to give to the public
at once, or at least at the earliest possible
moment, the report which was made by Gen-
eral Graham. The minister at one time in-
dicated, I thought, that he would make that
report available, and then he took the posi-
tion later that it was a privileged document,
prepared while General Graham was still
serving in some capacity in the government
service, and on that account it was not in
the public interest to make it known.

There are exceptions to privileged docu-
ments, and if General Graham, who had
made a tour throughout the country and
talked to civil defence people and examined
the situation from every angle, had positive
views, those views contained in that report
should have been made available to this
parliament. If the government persisted in
not making it available, then I think the min-
ister at some time earlier in the session should
have given us the broad outlines of the gov-
ernment’s reaction to the recommendations
contained in that report. The minister was
invited by me on at least four occasions dur-
ing this session to give a statement to the
house on civil defence, but I was reminded
every time by the minister that that would
be done in due course. I think his favourite
phrase was, “High priority is being given to
these things.” I am sure he will agree with
me that “high priority” did not mean high
information, and the result is that we do not
know tonight any more than we did a year
and a half ago what the government’s policy
in the matter of civil defence is.

We do know that there is going to be a
new distribution of functions. We do know
there is going to be one minister who will
have the responsibility of announcing policy
and of playing the role of co-ordination; but
beyond that I submit to the minister, with
respect and with understanding of his diffi-
culties, that whoever is to blame we are no
further advanced as to what the government
policy is in civil defence matters. We know
that the government will pay a little more
to the municipalities, but I am not talking
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about that. I am talking about the kind of
attitude the government takes about the im-
portance of civil defence.

What steps can be taken to protect the in-
dividual in the face not only of the manned
interceptor but the I.C.B.M. and the like?
What can be done to mitigate the dangers
of radiation? The minister spoke of shelters
and that these are now within the economic
reach of the average citizen. I point out
to him that there are studies in his depart-
ment which will show that this was available
two years ago. They show that shelters
could be built at an economic level which
would not be burdensome on a great number
of individuals in Canada. Now the minister
says that a further study is being made of
this phase of the problem.

In the state of New York they have arrived
at a decision on this matter. The governor
of New York has a definite view as to what
can be done by way of individual shelters,
and I do not know how valuable this fur-
ther study is going to be. If the minister feels
in the light of his special knowledge that
there must be further study made about the
uses of private shelters, one cannot quarrel
with him; but if there is going to be a study
as to the feasibility and economical circum-
stances attending shelters, what is the gov-
ernment’s policy? Is it going to build shelters?
Is it going to make these available to the
public in certain concentrated areas, or are
individuals expected to build these shelters
themselves? Is there going to be any re-
quirement made by the government as to
shelters in public buildings? Is there going
to be any suggestion made to the provinces
that in respect of matters coming within their
constitutional competence they should take
steps to see to it that shelters are provided,
perhaps even as a matter of compulsion as
is thought of in New York?

These are the kind of matters that the min-
ister has not spoken about to the house. I
know he will find it very difficult to give
a comprehensive statement tonight because
of the great and absorbing interest of all
members in this subject at the present time.
I fully realize that, but I can say to the min-
ister that if that is the situation it is be-
cause the government did not take advantage
early in this session of announcing its new
look in the matter of civil defence. I hope
the minister will not take amiss what I say.
I do not blame him entirely for this, but be-
cause he is the minister of the moment who
is shouldered now with the responsibility
in so far as his estimates are concerned, I
do not know to whom else I can throw my
dart.



