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jer) olf' tthe speeches delivered by the
mover and seconder of the address. The
niover (Mr. Mowat) bears *a cds'tinguished
narne. Beýore his entrance juto this HouDse
he .had taken no inconsiderable part in pub-
lic affairs, and lis speech yesterday was
delivered with. eamnestneas and wias chavac-
terized Iby qualitiee ' which 1 ai sure
wild give him a ighl place -in the delibera-
tions cf. the House. The seconder of
the address has been in Parliament
for nîany years. Hiýs devotion te pub-
lic -affairs, bis intelligent grasp of -a11
publie questions, more than that bis cour-
age, are well known to 'aIl those wi» have
been assoeilated w'ijth him in the past. He
happily sustained , the excellent record
voihich. he bas borne &mong us at ail times
srnce he first entered the House.

Now I corne to some observations of my
right hion. friend. Witdi the exception of
the lattor part cf bhis speech, 'bis reinarks
were of an exceedingly critical nature. I
canriot say that ail bis observations were
chaa'acteriized by a keen 8ense of logic, be-
cause hie contended in -the first place that
this is precisely the -saine Goverument as
in the past, wvhile at -the same time hie
stated there wae, a inarked iinprovement in
its, personnel. I cannot quite reconcile, thiese
'two ideas, anal the rigiht bon. gentleann
'would find it bard to, explain how the, Gev-
ernment shows that marked improvement
in personnel if it ie precIsely the saine Ad-
miisitration as in tihe pasit. The right hon.
gentlemnan found a good deal cf f.ault 'wi4th
ýhe Go'vernment whiich pre!ceded the present
one, and if one may judge, from-his observa-
tions to-day hie ds likely to, be as intensely
criticial of the Governmnent whieh ïwas
formed on 12th-October lue. 1 quite agree
with hlm that there is a politioal colour
of. a .pSonouiic.ed red type, if yeu like,
in some of the gentlemen who are
members cf the Government. That was
preeisely the intent4on when this Ad-
ministration was -formned. W-e desired to
form, and we did forin, a Government
based upon-j equal representation of both
the great political parties of this country.
Practically tihat bas been accompliéhed,
a nd insoifar se it-has net been carried out
to the letter it will ïbe fuifibled to the letter
at the earlîiest opportunity. 1 agree with
my right ihon. f riend tJhat the gentlemen
who were formerily agsociated. with hixs on
tihe other side of thle Rouse were inspired
by a keen and uni a'ltering sense of duty
when they sgreed to join this Governiment.
That bas been bub1icly emphasized ýby me
on eeveral occasions. In tthat observation

cf my riglit bon. iiend, ail eàdes in thie
Hbuse wiii heartily eoncW>. The present
Government was fornted fur the purpose,
of giving a juet representation te aïi thoser
elements of, the -population Wsho are uni-
mated by a sincere de»ire te throw thé
full efforts of Ganadýa ýitoý this war. I-t waa
formed, further, with -the idea of givring
a just represent-ation te the great industry,
cf agriculture and te the labour organiza-
tions of the 'country. That purpoee, I
think, bas been immreasurably well carried
out; and 'with al] respect ýto hon. gentle-
-men opposite, 1 venture to believe that the
great Liberal paxty cf Canadia is well
represented on the Treasury benehes of
Canada to-day.

My riglit hon. friend denounced whgt lie
was pleaised te, con sider-a violation of the
electoral laws of Canada, when lie alluded
te the Order in Council passed on the 12th
cf March last, under -which a preliminary
returu of the members of this House lias
been made. I was under the impression
that this Oirder had been laid upon the
Table yesterday, but'I find that such is
net the case. In order that there may be
no doubt as te its purport, I shahl read
thte Order in Council as it was passed,
after which I shaîl make a few observa-
tions with regard te it.

At the Government House at Ottawa.
Tuesday the l2th day of March, 1918.

Present:
His Excellency

The Governor General in Counoil.
.Whereas owing te conditions arising ýout of

the war there bas been unforeseea and un-
avoidable deiay ln the receipt by the General
Iteturning Ofleer of the officiel statements
requireti by Subsections 4 and 9 of Section 12 of
tht Military Votera Act, 1917, to *be recorieti,
signed and sent by registereti post to the
General Returning OffiCer, and It je by reason
of such delay impossible that the proclaiming
and return of the memTbers of the House of
Commons, as contem.plated hy Section 114 ocf
the sald, Act can be madie before 1Sth Uarchî
1918, for which date Parliament la sumrnoned
to meet for the despatch of business;

And whereas conifusiona nd 'gres.t lacon-
venience ln connection. wlth the business of the
session, andi especially with regard te war
measures, will ensue if the assemblimg of
Parienent be postponed until after the fiscal
year wlýich wifl expire with the present moitth,
and, It is therefore d-eemeti expedient te
authorize the proclamation andi return of the
members in anticipation of the, said official
statements upon the telegraphie information
recelveti of the facts which the officiaI state-
mente contain:

Therefore His Excellency the Governor
General ln Council, on the reonunendlation of
the Minister, of Justiceand under the powers
conferrei by the 'War Measures Act, 1914, andi
by Section 19 of the Military Voters Act, is


