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cent ad valorem tax on imported goods,
and we did not have to pay one per cent
of direct taxes. That ten per cent has been
raised up to 35 per cent to forty per cent
to-day, and they expect the province to
live under a burden like that. Why, the
agricultural interests of this country are
hewers of wood and drawers of water for
these Big Interests. Here is another paper
—not a Charlottetown paper, but
9 p.m. no less than one of the greatest
financial and trade papers in the
Dominion of Canada, the Montreal Gazette.
This advertisement is headed ‘““Dangerous
to Production, to Labour, and to Industry.”
Then it goes on and gives the whole story,
just the same story only in other words,
and below are ‘“The proxies of the fifteen
thieves,””—Madam Smith the other day
in the British Columbia Legislature,
drew attention to. She said that the
soul of Canada was held in leash by fifteen
of the Big Interests of the Dominion of
Canada—fifteen men own the whole shoot-
ing match. If their names are not signed,
well, their representatives are there—
Shaughnessy, 'George, !Godfrey, Beatty,
Black, Drummond, Ellis, Nanton, Nicholls,
Willison, Bulman, Rolland, Russell, Scully,
Worthington—just fifteen they total up.
Now, Mr. Speaker, that is the reason why
I have changed my mind, because I see the
danger that the Western people are standing
in. As I told you the other day, we will
send you four members-from Prince Ed-
ward Island—I am as sure of that as that
I am alive—if ‘we get a fair show, but if
they come down with that stuff, if they buy
the press and debauch the people, as they
do whenever they have a chance, where are
you going to get off at? I may as well tell
you Western farmers that you are not going
to get this thing if you work alone, you have
to get assistance from the Eastern Prov-
inces, and if you do not look out for your-
selves you will be in the soup.

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

Mr. JOSEPH READ: The Acting Prime
Minister told you that the appeal we were
making to you would be in vain. Very well,
if it is in vain, then the burden is on your
political souls, and when you go back we
will see what the Western people will say
about you for losing this cause. There is
the danger of delaying for the Budget. If
my hon. friend, the Acting Prime Minister,
could be entirely depended upon, and we
could have the assurance of what he told
you people in caucus, it might be all right,
but you remember the trick he served us in
1911, when he went in with Sir Edmund

Walker and that gang in Toronto. I have
not too much confidence in him in that
respect.

All the Government has got to do now, if
they do not want defeat—as I said before, I
do not want to see them defeated at this
juncture—is to come out flat-footed and ac-
cept this motion. I dare say a few of the
Ginger Group would vote against them, but
I am pretty well satisfied that if they ac-
cept the motion they will get the bulk of
the men on this side. That is the proper
thing to do, accept this motion and avoid -
defeat or stultify itself. Let the Govern-
ment show its hand.

If you defeat this resolution, what is
going to happen to the reciprocity agree-
ment? You cannot, you know, according
to the rules of this House, bring up this
motion again this session; do not make
any mistake about that, unless you get
the unanimous consent of the House, which
you are not likely to get. My hon. friend,
the Minister of Agriculture (Mr. Crerar)
said that it should not be moved now.
Let me tell him in the words of the good
old Methodist preacher: “ Now is the ac-
cepted time, now is the day of salvation.”

Mr. LEVI THOMSON (Qu’Appelle): Mr.
Speaker, the sentiments contained in the
amendment before us have a somewhat
familiar ring to me. I had an idea when
I heard them first that my hon. friend had
been “ cabbaging ’ some of the work of
others. I have a very distinet recollection
of being on the committee that framed the
original resolution from which this present
one is drawn, and I may say that I fully
agree with the principle contained therein.
I remember that while my duty was-to
assist in the framing of that resolution, the
duty of some other members was to canvass
support for it, and my recollection is that
the men who were sent out to canvass
said they had harder work than we, that
we had taken the easy part.

Mr. E. LAPOINTE (Kamouraska): Where
are those members you were speaking about?
They are not on this side; they all crossed
to your side.

Mr. LEVI THOMSON: I think some of
the members we canvassed are with you
still. However, that is not the point. I
thoroughly agree with the principle laid
down in the amendment. There is no man
in this House who is more thoroughly
earnest in support of a low tariff and even
free trade.

I have no use whatever for the principle
of protection; it is vicious in principle and



