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EVIDENCE OF HE. EICHAED GEOEGE HcCONNELL, GEOLOGIST IN 
THE GEOLOGICAL SUEVEY DEPABTMENT, HEAED BEFOEE THE 

, SELECT COMMITTEE FEBBUAEY 18, 1907.

Mr. McConnell stated that he had been in the Geological Survey Department since 
1879. He had traversed all over the country from British Columbia to Moosejaw, had 
been down the Mackenzie and across to the Alaska boundary. He had been all over 
that western district, but had not been east of the Mackenzie at all. He had been 
through the country traversed by the Liard river and the Porcupine, and had been up 
the Yukon, the MacMillan, the Stewart and a number of those rivers.

His exploratory work had been mostly along the streams. He had, however, been 
ever quite a bit of the table land. He had nearly always gone back from the river quite 
a bit, 20 or 30 and 40 miles in places. From Lesser Slave lake he started on foot with a 
couple of men packing, and went through all the country between Lesser Slave lake 
and Big Knife lake, a distance of about 150 miles. Then he went from Fort Provi
dence to Fort Eae, about 150 miles, covering a stretch of country from east to west of 
about 300 miles. That was in the month of January, and the snow was about three 
feet deep. He had never been as far east as the Hudson bay basin. His mission was 
specially to look for minerals, but of course he was supposed to keep his eyes open for 
anything. Most of the information he could give is to be found in his reports to the 
department. He reported every year.

The Mackenzie river averages about a mile wide—the finest river in the world. 
He thought the lower St. Lawrence carried more water in the spring, but in the sum
mer the Mackenzie probably carries about as much. It is a great volume of water. 
He worked it out at about half a million feet a second. The river extends about one 
thousand miles from Great Slave lake to the sea. It is navigable all the way, and a 
boat runs from the rapids on the Slave river down to the head of the delta. There is 
no trouble with sand bars, but there are occasional islands in the river.
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