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suffers accident, is experiencing conditions of distress, or hus
made an emergency or unintended landing, and that these "envoys

of mankind" should be safely and promptly returned to the launch-
ing state. The new Treaty signed by Canada represents the combired
effort of many countries to establish a practical legal arrangement
to carry out these purposes, as well as for the return of space ob-
jects, which would be acceptable to all and which would preserve the
full and corplete sovereignty of States within their territorial
boundaries. The Treaty is essentially humanitarian ir character and
it is for this reason that it is particularly welcomed by the Cana-
¢ian Government.

As an active member »f the 28 State United I'ations Ccin-
rittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, Canada was directly in-
volved in drafting and negotiating the text of the Treaty and was one
of its co-sponsors in the United Nations. On December 19, 1967, the
Treaty received the unanimous approval of the General Assembly, ther=-
by adding to the valuable contribution to internatioral peace which
the United Nations is making through the extension of the rule of law
to new human endeavours and through the promotion of collaboration
among the greater and lesser States of the world.

Mr. Sharp said it was the sincere hope of the Canadian
Government that this new Outer Space Treaty will prove to be another
significant step in the direction of greater international co-oper-
ation in the practical and peaceful utilization of outer space for

the general benefit of all mankind.
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