
CONVENTION ON THE CIVIL ASPECTS 0F INTERNATIONAL CHILD
ABDUCTION

The States signatory to the present Convention,

Firmiy convinced that the interests of children are of paramount importance in
matters relating to their custody,

Desiring to protect children internationaily from the harmful effects of their
wrongful removal or retention and to establish procedures to ensure their prompt
return to the State of their habituai residence, as well as to secure protection for rights
of access,

Have resoived to conclude a Convention to this effect, and have agreed upon
the following provisions:

CHAPTER I
SCOPE 0F THE CONVENTION

ARTICLE 1

The objects of the present Convention are:
(a) to secure the prompt return of children wrongfuiiy removed to or retained

in any Contracting State; and

(b) to ensure that rights of custody and of access under the iaw of one Contract-
ing State are effectively respected in the other Contracting States.

ARTICLE 2
Contracting States shall take ail appropriate measures to secure within their ter-

ritories the impiementation of the objects of the Convention. For this purpose they
shall use the most expeditious procedures availabie.

ARTICLE 3
The removal or the retention of a chiid is to be considered wrongfui where:
(a) it is in breach of rights of custody attributed to a person, an institution or

any other body, either jointiy or alone, under the law of the State in which
the child was habituaily resident immediateiy before the removal or reten-
tion; and

(b) at the time of removai or retention those rights were actuaiiy exercised, either
jointly or alone, or wouid have been so exercised but for the removai or
retent ion.


