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4s it were, covered over with two or three setting nets,
drawn the one over the other, When the dogs attempted
1o hunt, their eyes were so blinded and hoodwinked that
they could not proceed, but were obliged to lie down and
scrape the encumbrances from their face with their fore-
feet, so that finding my sport interrupted, I returned home
musing in my mird on the oddness of the occurrence. As
the morning advanced, the sun became bright and warm,
and the day turned out one of those most lovely ones which
no season but the autumn produces ; cloudless, calm, serens,
and worthy of the south of France itself. About nine an
appearance very unusual began to attract our attention,
2 shower of cobwebs, falling from the very elevaced
regions, and continuing, without any interruption, until
the close of the day. These webs were not sing'e filmy
threads, floating in the air in all directions, but perfect
flakes or rags; some were an inch broad, and five or six
feet long, which fell with a degree of velocity which
showed that they were considerably heavier than the at-
mosphere. On every side as the observer turned his eyes
might he behold a continual succession of fresh flakes faliing
into his sight and twinkling like stars as they turned their
sides to the sun,

White . . . dismisses the strange and superstitious
notions formerly current about these webs, and

says that there is no doubt that they are the real

production of small spiders, which swarm in the .

fields in fine weather in autumn, and have a power
of shooting out webs from their tails, so as to
render themselves buoyant and lighter than air.

There is still much to be learnt about the
aeronautics of these little spinners. . . . What has

been added to general knowledge is a fact which -
accounts for the sudden, astonishing, incalculable

numbers of the creatures that " simultaneously
ascend into enormous tracts of air on the fine days
in autumn. * Ballooning " appears to be the regu-
lar amusement, not of one or two particular spiders
called * gossamer spiders,” but of the innumerable
young of many kinds of web-making species. Most
of our young spiders are hatched in the autumn,
and though they vary much in fertility, some lay-
ing only fifty, and others as many as two thousand
eggs, the average is high. As soon as the young
spider is out of the egg it is able to spin, apd it
also has an innate knowledge of how to use the
thread to the best advantage. Young spiders seem
aware that while very small they can use floating
threads as aerial sails far better than when they
have grown older and heavier, and very sensibly
they use this power, as it would seem, p}n'ely as a
means of enjoyment. Older spiders will spin a
long thread and keep lowering themselve.s from a
beam or branch with the set purpose of bemg blown
across a space they wish to cross, elongatmg the
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thread just as any one might lengthen the wire of
a pendulum in order to increase the swing at the
bottom. But the young spider throws out its
threads and lets itself be carried away and upwards
for the fun of the thing. It is certainly not in
search of prey, for that would be found nearer the

ground. They have been seen to stand on m \

with upturned abdomen, and to go on spimnmg
threads and allowing them to float on the wind till
the sail so set carried them off on their aerial voyage,
regions of the sky. ... Every one'k

readily air parts with its. water in the co
vapor, and deposits it upon spiders’ we

form of drops of dew, upon the grot




