
THE WEEK.

Drummond, who haci made the oxy-hydrogen flame intensely brilliant by
directing it upon a cylinder of lie, hie had experimented with ruany
refractory minerais unsucces9fully. Seme were friable in use, others wvere
brittie, yet more gave but feeble light. So careflilly made are his magnesia
comabs that they can be plunged whcite-bot into water without injury. Their
light is very siruilar to the incandescent electric light-while, se as to be
8erviceable in photography, steady, as proceeding from a solid insteaci of a
flickering gas-jet. The combs last one hundred hours, their adjustinent
-under graduai wear, and their replacement are two deductions from the
value of the Il Northern " 1ight. In remiote ani inaccessible places, as on
loftY ceilings, the combs couùld not advantageously be used. Water-gas
is largely empioyed in Toronto, New York and throughout Aincrica,
carbureted with naphtha as an illuminant ; the niagnesia caînb renders the

OxPensive carbureting process unnecessary. IL furtlier hoids out hlope
that a cheap gas rnay be laid on to our houses to serve at once for heat aud
light. The reduction of fuels to the gaseous forin at vast works, for
eenOuîicai and clearly cousuxuption in cities, is boomnig. up as one of the
next advances in practicai science to be expected.

ANUMBERt of the dlescendants of the old Dutch settiers of New York
have taken steps te orgaîîize a seciety to which no one can be adinitteci
who canneit trace bis peodigree back through the maie line to old Knicker-
bockers. Se says the New York Toewn Top ics. The projectors naïvely
aneunce that it is not intended to interfere with the St. Nicholas Club
and Society, or to be in any way like thein. It is safe to say that it will
be like nothiug on the eiat or under the earth se long as it confiues its
raembership to gentlemen whose naines are adorned wvith the prefix Van,
Whieh, it is understood, is the trade-inark and urialienable birthright of the
'1ncient Knickbockers. No fewer than sixteen gentlemnen were presenit at
the first meeting, who turned their heads inqniririgly wheuever anyone
called eut Il Van " in a coîloquial tone of voice, an(l letters of regret werc
received from as many more wlic reJoice in that famniliar nbbreviation of
their lawful naines. The new society hopes soon te have a bouse down on
the Battery, where they may sit in restf ni case, smoking, and drinking
8cbuaPPS, and playing "' Van-John " as in the good old days.

TuII following extract fromt The Centry reflects s0 mucb to tbe honour
of the periodical in wbicb it appears, and is in such refreshing coutrast
Witb the unneighbourly rubbisli which is occasionally publishéd by less
Ceniscienitieus prinits, that we have much pleasure in rcproducing it

"Dylnamiting, is net'ite Arnerican way ! The mnethods of the assassin, of
the sneaking' d

~~tand cowardly murderer, are not, and neyer will be, popular11 hscountry. It is truc that twe of our Presîdents have met their deatbat th" bauds of the illegal taker of life, but there was îîo popular support
tO eithei. mad and riturderous act .. .. ... t the question once be breugbit
tan issue in our American comieunities, and the politician who hesitates

to deOnone dynamite, and ail that gees witb it-ali cowardly and cou-

privels ad rat te settle either public or private questions by mcias of
bisat adsecret violence-such a man is lest. 11e will fiud tee late thati8deference to an unreasoning, brutal and restricted sentiment lias brought
hi"~ mnto contact with the great, Sound, tuncowardly, law-abidiug, sentimntn
of the People of tbe United States."c

TUEURE was certain tei ho a considerable amourit of" criticisin upon the
CO"fnissait of the Soudan Army. It bias comte te be looked upon as a
ifatter Of course that the British War Office must be incapable of provi-
ifling afoc large or sinall. bis Give a degy a bad naine," etc. Tlie news-
o'rfln however limited hsstock cf general information, is awarc,

othiluks he is aware, of the rotteli state of the English navy, the declineOf hier army, and the utter disorganization of thie commiissariat. lias hie
flot read it?' And se this compiacent gentleman, true te the traditions ofbis race, bias been Ilspreading himself " upon the Ilshamef ni ne.glect dis-

Plydby the oîd wemen " wvbo had served lier Majesty a quarter of a
enltury befere their glib cîitic was hem. '['is aprepes of the reports cf

cartridges becTbilîng jamîned in tlîe Martini-ffenrys at Abu Kîca and
catd..~uma Sc a hitch does nt necessarily result from any fatult in the

catrdgs orthe weapeus. The hummy cf battle is responsible for mnuch
e"rel0 s58 leading and censequentjamming. By the introduction succcssively
Of charge aft Z5 nr'
anud b echrethe han-el is choked te an entent little dreanit of,

silPerhaps deemed imîpossible, by those wlîo know notliug cf the confu-
ioand terrer, anîl exciteient of a flerce battît'. Ano nca eoto h

texamînatio f tle armns cllecte(l upon the h)attlefield f Geuysburgh, iii
teA.nîericant Civil War, affords a curicus, iusiglit inte the condition cf

nlud cf een veteran sodiers; in bot action. Tie report says :-" Of tle
wol lUmuber of arms received (27,574) we found at lea.st 24,000 loaded.
Aoto ee' h"If f thein centained twe loads ecai; onte fourth frent tlree

0 tWloads eacb, aîîd the balance ene load eacbi. lunayc teeg l
ro t'0 te sixr alls have heurn founid witb only one1 charge f powder.
n onte~ the bah5s have been fouud at the bettoni cf tie bore, with the

Chare, cf Pwder on top cf the hall. Twenity-tlimee loads wcre founil in
onle Springfield rifle musket, eacb loacl in regular order. About 6,000 cf
than xvere found leaded with camtridges îîîost cf whicli were oilly about
had beeY dow the barrel, and in irany cases tlîe bail end cfiecrng

henf Put inte the gumi first. These cartmiiiges weit mnostlY feuîîd in the
Efeîd rifle mnusket " Wlien we are teld etllcially that at least u),000

n'ien feuglît at aettys'r~ .hntkiwîgo cariag whether their
rilae had gente off', raîlninel home a second charge, aiid tîîat at îeast lialf
,,t,,s t 1 en went ont rammning honte charges, for the miost part topsy-turvy,

ab "Y toapreit 8het sw tlad coumi net rani any longer, we are hetter
abeto th e caeh wi st t so few cf the eneîuy are killed iii propor-to tequantity cf ammunition served eut.

As showiug how careful the conductors cf public journals require te ho
in ascertaining, wbo their correspondents aie, aul Eiiglish edim.er reniarks
that bie lias recently been iu tre-aty for the services cf a gentleman wlis
always atlds B.A. te bis naine. \Vouderiug freint wliat university he hailed,
the joumnalist in question ventured te ask the question, which elicited the
very candid reply that be was ne graduate at ail, but a mniber cf the
B- Athenieuin 1 bis remninds eue of another inbitaiîce cf an atteînpt a
long time age te prey upon the creduiity cf the ritish public hy a Promt-
inent lecturer, wbo xvas advertised -as Mfr. , .. F t. on tie
niatter beiug probed it was ascertaiiîeà that the- l-tters stood for Drnin-
Major of ite Royal ,Scots Fusiliers/

AN Euglisb journal asserts that the Sultan is about te estatbiisb an
opera at Constantinople, and the ladies of the, harein are te receive musical
instruction. Such is the latcst resolve of lis Ma[i.jesty, who lias taken
quite ant îesthetic tara. L is net said wlîether Ilus Majesty iiiteiids te
have a string baud coiposed cf the loves anîd lighîts of Ili, harem, and te
icad tli2m lîiiîself. Sncb a decision woulîl show au length that the inistitu-
tion bias its pi-actical purposes. 'flic instructers of mnusic, especially the
hîandsonîe youuig tenors, mnay dreain cf pleasures te bu tlîeirs, and cf
episodes a la Barbière.

A PARis paper publisiies the following statistics cf the average audience
on the first nigrht of a new piece. Persolial encîmiiies cf the author, 50
pesons wlîo, witlîout kuoxviiîg hiimo, hope for al failume, 103 ; thiese who
have paid an exorbitant price for their seats, anîd are themefore furieus
against the piece, 123 ; ill-disposed thmeuigl (liiing badly, 14 ; generaily
ili-natured people, 21 ; women deserted l'y the autmor at soie period cf
his life, 9 ; fellow-autlîors, 28 ; meni te wlioîii the, authier lias refused te
lend mney, 42L) eneinies cf the director, 60; iiîtifferent, 450 ; friends, O
iloatiiig population, 100. Total, 1,000. Out a rainy îiight 200 cf those
origiiially inditrerent pass over te the ratiks of the eiieiiiy.
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TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS.

Ail comnmunicaLtions intended for the Editor mu.st be ad lressod: EDvReu op THi WaýEx
5 Jordan Street, Toronto.

Contributors wlio desire their MS. returned, il ulot ttecepto3d, isut oelose stainup for that
iuurr~ose.

CANADIAINS IN' TiC UNITEI) STAIES.

The tellowiiîg letter h-i bvcii aulre.,ed to a Toronte geiitleiuaii

Bay! C'ity,. Maie,, 12 1&5).
MARxi Siii, -1 proinised te senti yen a few points iii regard te the immîîigration cf

Canadians inte the Uniited States. 1 sec tliat tiere lias been censiderable contreversy as
to the report cf the Ontario Miui',ter of Education, and later upen the Budget Report in
the Dominion P-.îrliaiieuit. When we examine the TUnited States Censiis Reports, there
is but eue conîclusion te xvhich we eau ceine, viz., that the prosperity cf Canada ueit lie
very slow whilst she i, giviuîg sucli a large proportion, iiot only of lier bone aud sinew,
but her intelligenice, te buill up a ueiglhbouriug lZepublie. Loolziug the tacts in the face.
Cauuadiauls mnust begin to ses (regardless of peoliti,,al party or opinions) that soine change le
necessary lu the relation wvhich Canada biolds te the United States and te the Mother
Country.

Duriiîg tlîe last quarter tof a century, iîetwithstautliig tlîe rapid increase et population
iu the Uitedl States, tlîc proportion of inbiabit:ïits who are Caiiaiaî-bmn, or who have
residedl iii Cauatda, has boeîî iucreasing, botli as cîonpared xvitli the total population aud
the toeigu-berru populationi. li 1860, wheii tlie eightli United States ceusus was taken,
219, 970 et tic foreign-boriî were fronti Canwaa; bing 6i04 par cent. ot the toreigu eleîîîeut,
andI 79 per cent, of the toti population. lu 1870, 49)3,161 oft tlîe toreign eleinent were
frein Canada -8 86 per cent, ofthile toreigu, and 1'28 per cent. of the total, populationi. In
188'), 717,1357 of the population were cils tiîue Canadian re.iidents -10,74 cf the foreigu,
anîd [13 p 'r cent. ot the total, population. lu xviii be ;eeu thîat turiing tliese two decatles
the Canadian population i,îcreaied 4'70 per cent. on the total of foreigners, and *64 per
cent. on the whole popiulationu. (leriiîaiy is tlie ouly ouber counltry wlîich shows an incerease,
but the Canadian immtigration shows a la-gem iierease tham the Gern. I estîmate that
there is now lu the United States a Camiauian population et ove- 950,000. It înay be sald
that this le tee bigli ail estiiniatc, but does it appear se wlien we comîsitler the ratio of
iiîcIreaese? lu 1877, 22,121 Canadiau-i settled iii the United States; iii 1878, 30,102; in
1879, 53,267; and lu 1880, 139,761. It will bc said that iii the lait foui years the tide cf
cinigraticu ivas te the Nù)rtlî WeA t but, if tlie trîith were known, a large proportion cf
tliese iuay be feunîil ini Miniie4ota anîd I lkîta, liaviiîg iîever reaclietl the North-Weet, or
haviii4, beeîî driven l)ach by thie villaiuu laind pel icy cf the ('anadian Guveriimuent.

Jr iîiay enlightcn soute xvii, have beeii pt-rplexed b' tlie Oîntario Minister cf Educa-
tion's Report, svbeii we infori tlieiu (liat at the, preýent tiie tliere are uow iii the States
over 60,000 yoiiths betweeii the ages of lve and sixteeii years wvbe ivere bomu lu Canada.
(iive Ontario ie propor-tioni cf tliese, aii thon atld tliese cf schlicl age who have gene te
the North-West and M1anitoba, aîîd tliat reportis longer incredible te au uuprejudiced

îuînd.
Let nue gix'e a fexv statistîc8 dîexviig the class et citizens xvho cole front Canada,

The ceueus cf 1880, divided the Canadian imumiigrants into four classes-the agricultural,
cf xvlich there weîe 351,103; prcfe4sonal, 90,611 ; (rade, 33,119; mniitacturing, 153,-
935. Of thie lroessi,îîil class, 90C vere arclitectsi, 187 trti.,tts and teachers et Art, 19

atirlecturere, aud literary îersciîc ;;32 chîcînlets, assayers, and îmitallurgists ; 930
clergymen ; 5539 lawye-e ; 1,,520 physeiaiis and surgeous 2,617 teachers and scieiitific

perecils.
1 arn a Caiiadian still, aîîd love moy native land. I have ne heeltation lu saying that

Canada wîll find lier truc prosecrity iii a distinct andu intlependeisi natieonal existence-
iîct Anmîîx,îtiom, or Intpu-i<d Fédcratioibm but hîdeptndriîce. Iîietead ot liniitiuig hem trade

with toreigii powers, whiclî seeius te lie the preenut pulicY, s11e Mnust have a goverriment

thai will give lier proiiuiiuleiice :sue mîust iriake lier own treisties. Tiien Canîada will lie

kîîown abroad aud lionoured anîd eoved hy hier sons i homce.
.1 aun, Vouirs x'ery truly, J Eu

1 APBitL 2nd, 1885.]


