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mnent and general weifare, cf five mnillionts cf people, acces-
o tte(l te think and speak cf themselves as a self-geverning

ccmîlnumnty, i.e., as a nation. Is there any doubt as te what
would lie thte decisiotî with respect te the establislnîent cf
sectariant Separate Schools in Manitoba were tie Manitoba
School Act flow being clrawvn up?

It tnay iîe said that te reason thus is te ignore the tmeral
obligations cf a soleinn compact. This raises wlîat we readily
admit are fundaniental q1uestions in national ethics. Te what
extent can a people be mcrally bcund by the agreetnt cf a
former gerteration ?s 1thei moral obligation irrevocable andi
eternal, utîder ail cltames cf contdition,; ? If not, what are its
limitations ini reg'ard to tine and circuinstance ?It is obviens
titat if the obiligati(on is unlirti-tedl antd perpetual, or, in any
case, se long as it lasts, titere cati be ne sucit tlîing as free-
dont or self -governnitent.

But, it inay be said. te) demty the biuding force cf such
ait obligation is te, take away the possibility cf aîîy guarantee
or safeguard fer the rights cf a minority, and te subject
Sucli riglts te tlte whiîtts cf a flckle înajcrity. Titere is force
it the objection. But it mnay lie replied Chtat the seeurity
provided by the writteu article is oif value emly iin proportion
te the justice antd sense cf httncur cf tCtat majority, in amty
eveut, aind tCtat, if that sense of boueur and. that sentimîent
of riglit, reinforced, as they are certain to be miglitily under
our party systeiti cf governinexît, by the political combinations
andc influences whvli eveit a smnall compact minority cari
britîg to bear, cannot be relied cn, the stability that can be
given by a paper bond1( will prove of little avait in the end.
Institutions wltich aire net iin accord with tite sentiments
and convictions cf tile majority cannot lie long upheld by
the (tecrees cf a ltan(lful of predecessers, legislating under
vcry different conditions.

J&oing.

T () contduct a five-days' race meeting, witlî ail the compli-
cate1 details that snch a meeting etîtails, and te con-

duct it without a hitch, and apparently te the satisfaction cf
ail concerned, is no sniail matter. Accordiugly the Ontario
Jockey Club, its president, Mr. Hendrie, and its secretary,
Mr. Lyndhurst Ogden, <leserve warm comutetdation fer the
manner in which they contributed te the pleasure cf all lov-
ers cf horses and hcriemaîtship last week. The tinie when
tlic antimal meetintg at the Wocdbine was a thlîi- of interest
Qnly te a few, whemî the cempetitors for tlie stakes and plates
were anything but nuinereus, andl the suni total cf those
stakes andi plates xvas all but paltry, is prebably withiît the
recollection cf oui youtgest reader. To-day ahl three condi-
tions are chamtged, as the attendance titis year aiundantly
proved.

The details cf the racing aire by titis tine, cf course, au-
cient history. But it is interesting te analyse the springs cf
motive which clraw sucli throngs te a horse race. There m.s
soniething, surely, flrst cf aIl, in the fact that a herse race is
seen eut in tile open, on the green turf, urtder the bine sky.
AIl (ireek gaines, eveit the Greek (dramna, teck place out it the
epen ; and both, wve knew, were thronged front early dawît.
Little as we inay regard it, there is probably, eveni te the
mest urban cf populaces, a potent influence exercised
by the spacious earth and the 10f ty atatosphere cf tile coun-
try. They contribute te bueyancy cf spirits, te relief f rcin
toil ai-d care. But af ter all, the priînary source cf interest
is ne doubt the excitement aroused by the struggle for vic-

between the noblest cf animals trained and chosen
by the most scrupulous and scientific care. Strife for pre-
eminence is perhaps the tnainspring of all human action. It
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is an inlierent fact of ail nature. Every sport attestsi;
every drawing-rooi gamne attests it. Iu its more sericUS as-
pects it is a creed, a religion. Were there no strife, there
would be no progress ; there would l)e imimobility. lIn this

strife, too, is that element of danger, requiring nerve, cour,

age, and audacity, the exhibition of wvhich aiways bas, and

perhaps always wvill, evoke flhe intensest entîtusiast. In

horse racing, perhaps, titis eleinent is seeni iii its înost legiti-

mate foram, for here it cati in no way be calied degrading,

ten(lency it is somnetimes apt to invoive. Beneath this, aga"',t
there is tile interest attaching to lîumnanity ini bulk. ýVhat

is it causes tlic exaltation of feeling elngendered by a, crowdi

What brings about that heightening and reverberating cf

sentiment when mîasses of men and woinen are mnoved by a

cornmnon impulse? Sympathy is probablv at thec bottenî (f

it libut tile wordl sympathy (tocs noit expiair ll ll The

fact remnains tChat to be one ini a concourse of our feiloWs j5' te
mnost of us a source of enjoymient. Lastly there is, o)f couise,

the ganmbling elemient. Titis, no doubt, is the weak point 0f
the turf. But there are hundreds who go te a race %vitheut
risking a coin, as there are hundreds who risk coins on l matY
things besides racing. 1{acing mnay net lîe au uninixed gootd,

but that its good points are manly is liard te gainsay. n
cf our daily contentporaries the other day astuteiy POI11ted

eut that nothing tended mnore to thec production of good breeds

cf herses tihan racing. And naturally. Theref is ne0 severer

test of a horse's powers. And thev are tested in publie, '11
an open field, and tlic results are recorded and acted upOn1
The nation that is celebrated for its boises is the nation Chat

ts celebrated for its horse races. When ail vehlicles go by
electricity; when every mn, wvoman, and child rides a

wheel ;" when cavalry gives place te the bicycle corps;an

wIem tile inagnificent animal which ncw we ride and1 drive j

useful only for leather and sausage meat, then the AlnglO'
Saxont may -ive up horse-racing. Peîlîaps net even ther'

The MniLtobat Sci ool Case. -Il.

T1HE School Act of 1890 having been held constitUtenat
1~and titerefore obligatory, a second attetnpt wI1S h ade

te get rid cf it and te recever the right by law te establi-s an

inaintain Separate Schoois at the pulic expense. and get

(luit cf the obligation to contribute to the support cf the
comimon school system. This attempt was madte bv We s
app'eal te thec Governlor-General. in Council front the Act e

a indig enactmnent, andl the petitiens praye(l for a coin
plete restoration cf the Separate School Systemi. enls

It is worthy of remark here, titat the appeal in Ilit
on behaîf of the Roman Catholic mincrity, and ersen5

a pure question cf fact whether a certain nuruber of Pesllý

ascertain whether the Roman Catholic mninority wvere real
tit faveur cf tlie retrogressive step. btaoospeeakel

occur ini municipal aflimirs wvhen a local improein Or

edruinagentr sdsie yte aeae an ent or

drainagen worki eie vtertpyrad a polling cf those affected alwaYs takes Place'
Tt seems te, have heen assuined that the petitioit Ofwere
Roman Catltolics and the allegations cf their clergY~ 0
sufficietît proof cf this serieus question cf fact. It fOl thet

for a ir .oînent be ccntended that the representattonsc id be
clergy iii a pureiy temporal antd political matter voollso
sufficient. They do net represent the people at the Poir

iu any other political movemerît. In fact their cverp n held
influence over the electors cf their cwn faith bas been
te be undue influence suflicient te avoid an election, brOugt
about by its exercise. And there is good grcund fo er ýtOl
that if thle sense cf the people were takeit on the que tter
apart from this influence, it would at îeast leave theeruatv

answer. And it is a mcst remarkabie thing that a"sr

cf facts, thought by Counsel for the minority to be nlecesY


