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front fifty Lo sevi eîty pet cenît. of tire prospective revenure
fr'otu tire bill, Lut creates rut iîîequalitv of a îtîost objectionr
able kind, it seetîts itot unlikely tirat it trray htave tire efect
of Puttitg a stop t>, tire operatioti of tue act, at least until
-4Ottie xvay uf overcoîning the dIiieiîttv shahl Le found. 'llie
tîror'ai seeîrns Lo Le titat. wiie tire irîcoître tax is uitteitialy,
li principle, o-ne of te trrost to1uitabie forns of taxation
xvIricih can Le conceived of, it is very doubtful wviethe-, under
the constitutioît of tue United States, iL cati Le itrtposed attd
coii1ected xitiînut sucit exceptionis anti exemtions as i, onit
irrake it onte of te îîrost unJust iii prrrctice.

Can the Theatre be It is liard ttî sc aîty good reascîr wiîy te
Blevated. modernr titeatte sirouid trot iii freeti frot it:,

tuti ttate tot questioniabie surrouiduugs ant i nfulenices,
andIlad iotily a source of inntocentt amtusemen(tt of a iigit

ortieî, but ais» a scitool coîîliniling, sucit elrtcrtaîîrîrîent \vitli
t"rOral object-lessotîs of anr efiective kiutd. But it nust lie
urd'litteti ttat, tesigirs of pîogress iii Luis directioni aie liv no
irreait5 iropefui. Ex eti in Toronrto, utre treetis but Lu glatice t
sucir Posters as pass te tests of tue police tieparttneitt iii
ortier Lo Le abile Lu foi-Iut a pretty g)od jutîginetit as t> te
kiid of tiiîg w'iîicir stil, is fouird tuWi tCC5,atl oii

i.shewti g1'uess as to wirat te cliaracter of titose placards
WnNuiti bc were tlîey irot subjected to coisor-sliip. Let aîry
tiroug"Iîtfui peismn tsk iiself wirat tmust Le te teirtency of
Piacing( before te Luvs airt girls of Lire City suci repI eseirta-
tiolis as 'tiîose of wlricit" Peck's Dad Boy " furnisiies te
ler0 , anti titet reirentibeî tiat tiis y 1> o tititeUwis tut ittost

for Lire of tîte attractionis xiicit are îtiglitly set forthfol the 0ite ani cîlificatioir of out yorng People. IL hs
ivel krowt tiat eveti l>ioiiint cletgymiîetsuclî as [Dr. Lyliair

AbbttMi.RaiirsfoîîI, antd utiers, iii thte city of Newv York,
tveforyl' liean îte d(iig wbiat Lires could to elevate tire New

'York theatîî., andt t>> vitura e r re 1tutal antt Cliris-
"aii Citjli<1Nl to leirt titeir couirteitaîce anti iielp iii te work
of eevatiott. Yet, ii te last nitutîrer trf Drî. AJbott's paper,
a% Coi rltii.tor INI i. Join Cilillout, Speeti, wiio Il Lelieves ir'
te tteatte anîd te dIraunîtic professioni," is coiistraiie< t o

8ay I Lot ait>, fatiiet or niotiter, wvio lias attended tue play s
Putoduceti iîr New York tii;winter, recaîl wirat tire heroines
bird Lo do, liat to repesiemt, lord t> say, andti hen coirtelilulate
te Po55ýiL)iliLy of aln innrocent daugbter Leinr' dast ir any of

8ueli parts,,." T/te Offllook's editor iiseif tells us tirat sinriilar
eonfel, itavp leeir lirertilal wnrter ev en ini tine clubs anti
aitrong tle 1iLbitual pattons of tire stage ; titat Iltiiee have
beeti Weeks ditriutg te witr wlie iii ail 'tire Lheattes of te

~ Oiiy oe ottwo piays couid be founti xviie a itan coulti
a otian Lo see witirout danger of inrsuiting i er;" thiat

xuigaijY anti iipurity haereig'ied ti pe)e"ads
Not arliy Ilthiis baeelapset inc TltE \VEEI fourI itseilf
CUtiitiatrtLo deiroutîce the chiaracter of an amateur petiot-
Ila"c'i titis City in wviici sonte xvlo aie supposed to standt

U'e' ii Lire sociaul scale took part. IL is trot easy to coir
(teive of air5 ' sutlicient ieasout wiiy tue dratnatic art shoulti
UoL Le riraule iii iitister of pure andî refiurei pleasure Lu

audilîe 0 » of te Lest taste andt staning, yet iL îrîight )0 liard
t0 liefer
iel act atty city iii Aiuterica or Europe iii xviic tis litas

al. tin tPlisiie> IL iriglîtb useful if sutîre uf tirose xvio
are h the habit of attentiuur te Toronto tieatres wouiti

ell 'Public te resuit of thir obseivations anti exper-
s dluri1rMte past season.

1301. -nu lThe Lxenty-tliird ainiui report of te
neDot,~ Confederation Life Associations, wichwxiii

th~ hob founti iii anotiner column, shiows. that
Pro)gress of te Association. during the year bas been
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substaîttial and tîtat the niew business secured iii spite of the
Lard times "lias Lecît large. As ?ilr. WV. H. Beatty. tire

N nePreidet, emnarked at the aimal meeting, Il Wlîen Nve
eoinsider tite very large ain' tînt of mioney thiat, is paiti fort
life insurance iii the D)ominrionr, ag-gregating niany mnillionrs of
diollars, xve earînot but coud ude that it is ant ex idejice of the
very soliti financial Condition of the country." The nem-
business for the year was 2,248 policies for S',3,532S,204. of
tîrsurance. iNîntet3,-eiglît applicationrs xvere declineti. At
tue close of the year tuie total insurance iii force was

~2i Ii,32,under 16,625 policies on 14,667 lives. The
(leatit clainis for the ytar were very liglit, tire net ainount
beinog $1[62,293, whicit is air ex idence o f tire care exerciseti
ir actept îng new î'ss lThe cash sur plus is 110w ~O
672.91, te capital stock - 1,000,000, anti te total surplus

seuiyfor policy-itoltiers accordingiy is ý1,301,672.91- a
very pretty soin, The aitîual repourt of the Canada Life

Itisirance, Cotpantiy,wltîcit -appeared iii olîr last issue, exitibits
anotiter prusperous vear for this Comîpany, of xvhicit all Can-
adiarîs are prouti, ami witici speaks volumîes for the success
atteîîding our Canadian businîess mn. The incotue for- the
Cuonpany for- the past year aittouittedtio te large suiof
~2,661,9,S5.7 t ; the total assets to , 15, 607,723.19, anti the
surplus over ail ljalities Lo the satisfactory sui of S22~.
S:97.4:3. We tlîink we niay cutigratulate the poliey-lolders
aird sirarciiolders upoir this excellent stateinent. ITi a recett
issue xve publislted a stateient <of tîte affiairs of tite INIutual
Life Insurance Comnpany of New York for the vear enditrg
3 Ist IJecetîtîter, 189-1, wlticlt Coupany is repreýiented iii
Torontto lty Mr. Hleîiy K. Merritt. Te( figures aie so l g

titat tltey aliiiost take one's lireatir awavy. rThe itrsuî'ance
antt ali tuities iii force oit tue :1lt eceni )er, were nuc less a

sutin titan 8-5.5,207, 778.42, and( L telir iî icuite front ail sources
xvas expresseti at that, date as ý,' I ,020,869.9) f. Tire ice
iii te total iticonie fer Lire yearLi appears to Le 6,6 (7,7>1.>
witit ant itcrease in assets of îîearly ýlS,0ü0 000, atîd ant ii-

crease of itîsurance anld airîuities of iiearly - )L, 000,000.
Th iis is'sureiy a very notabilestoîr
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W E Canadians are accustoilied to congratulate oirrselxes
oni havîîrg one of Lthe îlîost coinlplete systeins of

self-government, titat is, of gox ernietît by tite people, t>) Le
founrc in tue xvorld. Tiiere is trutît iii the boast. Tried by
a comparative stanidard iL is douhtful whrether a botter
nietitot, on te whole, can Le founul aîtywhere. Ceitainly
the will and the xvisdoîtr of the wlhole peoiMe cat imake tireur-
selves feit at the seat of Goveliriient and in tire lialls of
legisiation tnucbi more quickly and iuchirnore-surely by us
thai cari be doue by oui cousinis, oit tire other side of thle
boundary litie, witii tlîeir Itoasteti republicaur systein. Tlieo-
reticaily iL r-nay Le arguet titat te repubiic approaclies
mîore neariy the ideal of govertrîien r of tire people, Lv tire

people, for tue people, thr the tironarcîricai rule, iii any foirlit,
eaui do. Practically, witile tire voice of otir tteighbouis, irow-
ever ernphaticaliy expressed, înay ire aile to produce no radi-
cal change in either the personn>el of the Gox ernîrrient or te
ciraracter of tire legislatioît, for years, the mandate of the
Canadian people, if unequivoeally spoken, rnray cotuipel tue un.i

muediate attention of bothi (1overutîrett and Parliainetît, and
bid themu negleet to ol)ey its Leiiests at their peril.

It is when we go behind tire utterance of the popular
voice in Parliarnent, or at tire polis, aird begini to inquire t o
what e'ctent the resuit of tire Lallotting represents tire itite i-


