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public policy ; the grand art of oi'derng and governing civil
Society : do not tliey alsi entanate froint fli study otf nature in
oui owii species l The discoveries witliiiu tîte iit-ellectual
mani : are tiot tlîey eîîually the fr'uit of anr attentive intuition
of oui- tiiouglits ? Tîtus nature, the spirit of the Suprenie
Being, is the true type tif genlus, titat staîups itself miore
especially lu sortie privileged men, and proclaînis tbeîî as
natural kiuigs and princes, of tbe biuian race.

It is said tîtat, lu former tinîtes, Jupiter, the sovei'ei(q
mnaster of the universe, bî'ouglit forth front lus brain the
groddess of wisdomn and thte art s, Pallas, or Minerva, ained
front head to foot, wvitli the lîelp of Vulcan, or the celestial
fire. The goddess of 'eins chose foir lier abode the city of
Cecrops, the industrious Athiens, frot wlîicl idleness wvas
baiîisbed, ot the i'ugged shiores o f thue flissus, iii stenile Attica,
itea' I\ount Par-nassus, the sacred habitation of Apollo auîd
the Muses. Tliere, undei' the laws of Solon aucd tîte goveri-
ment of Pendces, lu -a free andî republicant city open to all
nations, auîonig a people senisitive to glory, îîuost amibitious of
aIl tîte talents, proud of its valour and the delicate purity of
its taste in eloquence aîîd tlîe fine arts, we see the dawning
of multitudes of iten of genlus, and the liastcning front ail
parts of the îîîost illustnious spirits of (ireece. AlI careers
were open to inent, and( triuiiliaiit faine was tîteir reward.
The Odeon and tlue temples, resounided with inielodious ac-
centts; a thîousand edifices ai'ose with thte îoblest archîitec-
tural pioportions and erribcllislinents of sculpture, decorated
Nvitli paiîitiigs of inlimitable ait, lu vain thîe envy of otiet'
nations.

Youîîg lo ei's of the utuses,. wlioîi a noble amîbitionî
lautncles upon a perilous careet', do yeu feel the irresistible
ascendancy of tlîis geîîius 1 Do you bi'eatbe tue lire of faine,
thtat proud and profourlsi iiilt of soul whicli enrap-
turcs, witlî trutît, sul>liîuîity and beauty, anud braves the liorroi's
of nîisery, exile oi' deatli, t accoiplish its destiiiy tltîougli
all penils and alI obstacles ?i Do you kîiow to go beyond the
luuunds of tinte, to disdain tîte passing splendoî's tliat for-
tune or the ciaiîs of life cause to grlitter seductively liefore
your eyes ' M agîtaîintous mcxi! conte !for' you aie openeul
tîme gates of inîîtiiomtality.

True geulus is eninmently phiilosopiec It mineasui'es tîte
hîumîait understandiug on the spacious scale of tire universe.
Like the eagle tîtat cleaves tîte skies, it withstands the splen-
dot' of tlie star of day ; it sees fronut abîîve lu jts «auda-
clous Iliglit the subjects oif its nieditations ' it bug's iii its
eîîbm'ace all conclusions; and rays tîtat eîiaîtate f î'oîu it. Fron
the pininacle of tîte higliest possible geuei'alizatioîi it contet-
plates titîte ; unu-olîs space anud circuttîstances ; imitates the
divinity wlîose resplendent image it becoutes ;, penetî'ates tbe
sanctuanies of iniutensity and eternity ; and, filled witlî tte
treasures of supreine intelligence, spreads its marvels befoî'e
tbe dazzled view of inortals.

Genius i8 air innate talent,, arn unlearned power, uiot ac-
quired by laborious study, or lîereditary transmnissiotn of
kiiowledge. Studies tîtat ar'e too advanced at flî'st pusb the
mind to pretîtature developitient. Infancy is only the aurora
of genius; soon tîeî'e arrives an epocli of activity and revo-
lution that marks its path and destiny lu the world.

The auîcietit Greeks, excellimîg ln literature, fine arts and
philosopby, veiled tlîeir most learned observations undet' ln-
genious allegories. Minerva, the goddess of geuîlus, was a
virgin, lier trame AOYv" (quasi A, OîÀî), signifies non effemi-
nate. Thus the liead of Medusa, the immortal Agis, de-
fended lier bosom against fhe darts of Cupid. All the Muses
were virgins, for every grand initellectual race exacts chastity
front a favourite of Apollo.

It lias been remaî'ked by all physiologists tîtat contin-
ence gives tension and extreme vigor to our wbole organiza-
tion, stirs up the brain and exaîts tbe faculty of thouglit.
If it be true that strong passions excite the imagination, give
wings to thouglit, transport the soul to sublime î'egions
wbere it contemplates the universe witli ravisbment and
rushes to immnortality, tlue only means of obtaining these
powerful impulses is muot to iglut tIe body with voluptuous-
ness. The more tlîe eye us accustoined to a dazzling liglît
the more its faculty of vision is weakerued and impaired.

As civîlization advances by a less precarlous existence
and arrives at a stable basis whiclî permits, and even coin-
pels, the development of industries, the State, starting iflto
înanliood and strong in its institutions, opens a freer field to
genius; aIl kinds of talents come to ligît and flouriali; then
we see grand ages resplendent witb glory, like beacons spark-
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1 iugc f poi afar upon tire ,loomlv patit of b ai iarisîîî ; as the'
Greek s sboiîe iu the time of Perides and Alexander, anîd the
Roinaus under Augustus. *A. KICOD

The Ltttest News Froirn Pari4s.

(By Our Special Corresponident.)

"ALAS, poor Yorrick !I knew hlmii, Horatio: a fellow of
L.infinite jest, of inost excellent fantrcy." That portrait

-suîted pooili Roul Tochté. Who wvas the latter, thathlasinade Pari-
sians tî'uly sorrowful for twenty-four Ilours by lus ,detb b--is
suicide, and tlîat eclipsed, iii point of Boulevard iuterest, tIîe
officiai fliglît of Casimnir-Perier and the advent, of Felîv
Faure ? Toché was the favourite writer of witty aud humourous

citon qustîatetthe table ina roar,and that foitred a portionl
of the iiecessary food supplies of true Parisians. Tbey were
witty, geulal, but eminently Parisian. Hie xvas also a popu-
lai writeî' of genteel farces,, and Revues of the year's leadiugy
topics. Soute of bis pîays, collaborated with M. IBlumn, nîay
be known to tbe outside worl1: I>aiis, F'in de Sie<'le (the
latter Sirice lias l)econie a household word), Nos ftad,
Jladane Saftîit, V'oyage en S'îtjsse, tire -illone oit l'on ite etc.
lie was a native of Paris. At <'ollege hoe vas a brillianit stu-
dent, and during the war proved a brave ,,ul-infaiittry lieu-
tenant. Hie was only 44 yeaî's of age: married, and fatiter
of two children, not yet lu titeir teens--wlin lie adored.
lis Iroie was happy, he received a good deal of soc'iety, anti

of the bes l the artistic, literery, theatrical, and cnitical
worlds. But shrewd observers shook their lîeads, that wliile
lie wvas uîalcing between 50,000 and 60,000 fir. a year by Ilis
pen as a *lournalis,,t, aîîd bis riglits as a drarnatist, lie was
living beyouid biis mneans. His nianners were niost wvinnirng ý
he was ever jovial, briming over with wit and fun y he Nvas
as liarnîless as a child, and was only sad wlieîi powerless tii
grant anlytbing denîanded of hlmi. is tuotto wvas ýYi"
gaies!

But wliat a funul of resolve, of stoical self-contr'ol,
and of energy lie possessed! Under tîtat hîappy exterior-
for- lie was alluded to a,, the type of mortal biappiness ,wa5,
the îniost terrible of cupboard skeletons, and thlis is tire staige
of hls existence tlîat cornes bontte to muens' interests anid
bosois. Sirice five years, lie xvas stecped to tire lips iii debt,
hoe xas lu the iiieslies of Sliylocks, wvorse tlîan Shakespearle
evet' drew ;of Lobsecks more terrible tbau ever Balsac
dcpicted. Tbey appropniated bis fiesb, blood, bontes, and mar-
row. Hie bad as miany accommodation bills flying as would
pape' blis, study. Hec wislied to avoid two eventualities . the
pain of the revelations to bis wife, and appearing in tbe list
of bankrupts. The usurers blossomed upon hlmi; shent pet,
shent interest was but a flea bite ; he paid every three
montbs 2,000 fr. for the renewal of a bill of 10,000 fr. Manly
bills he paid the principal several tintes over by extortionate
discount. Tbe usurers coînpelled hlr to declare himself a
Ilbachelor," ýIndby legal deed notarially executed seized Ilis
wife's--now becoine bis Ilmistress " apparently fortune, andI
appropriating ber signature, sold its values, of course totallY
unaware to ber. Nay, more; lie earned by luis plays, in the
forni of autbor's rigbts, 30,000 fr. a year. The usurers cent-
pelled bim to assign all sucli riglîts existing, or to exist, till
thîe year 1900 for 30,000 fr., tbat is, tbeygained 12ý0,000 fr.
on the tranisaction.

Wbat did lie do witb bis iiouey? (4aubled. But bis
mind was 111 at ease since the Paris blackmnailing scandals
becaîne known. The now famnous Canivet, bappily under
boîts and bars, was bis bosoin friend, and it is suspected, but
not yet proved, tbat the dread of being dragged into that in-
famy unnerved hlm. But tbe last drop in his polsoned
Clialice was at play last week ; lie had bills falling due for
80,000 frs.; lie gambled desperately, and lost to the extenlt
of 100,000 frs. in bis club--nearly all Paris clubs are "9dens'
to lie avoided. Hie was at last miîned; lie was tracked, run
to eartlî by tlîe usurers, of whicb onie, Tamin, is tbe head
centre. But Tocbé was a dramatist. The next day after
bis loss-tbe event is not yet a week old-he npver wvas r Aore
gay at the famnily dejeuner; announced lie bad discovered a
new Plot. His colleague, Blum, congratulated hlm: the
manager, of the Palais Royal theatre purcbased it in advance.
It was a little tragedy, the first be ever wrote. Retiring tO
bis Study lie penned two letters; tlien lie said to bis wife lie
had a pressing rendezvous ; lie kissed bei' and thle chldreil


