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benefit of tbe residents of town and city.
Frorn tbe purel>' practical point of view,
the answer we have already quoted from a
contemporar>' journal is suficierit. Increase
the inducernents of the farmn snd of rural
life, make them equal to those offercd in the
pursuits wbich are s0 much sought after,
and the Eame motive wbich begets the evil
will counteract it. But nothing short of a
system of serfdorn will suffice to keep the
farmer's son on the farrn, if he believes that
hie can better bis circurnatances elsewhere.

We ahl admit that the overcrowding of
the cities is an evil. But dues it follow
tbat tbose wbo happen to be born in the
city, or to have reachf d it a little before
their neighbours, have a prescriptive and
exclusive rigbt to rernain in it and monopo-
lize its business and professional opportuni-
ties for ail time to corne llow many of
the best and strongeat men in ever>' depart-
ment of business, professional, and public
life, to-day, xvere country born and bred î
llow often dues the boy from the farmn
prove hirnacîf more than the equai of the
cit>' lad in any purmiuit rzquiring energy of
brain and will. Wc are persuaded that no
greater calarnit>' could befaîl tlîe country
than a decree, were it possible to make and
enforce sucb, that the cbildren born in the
cou ntry should remain in the country, and
those born in the cit>' remain in the cit>'.
Nature's provision for bealtbful circulation
would be stopped and a process of physical
and mental deca>' would set in.

It is not wholly a man of straw which
we are warring again8t. W~e bear a great
deal about the desirability of having agri-
culture more effeccivel>' taught in the
country schools. But wby not also in 'the
city scbools? If our methoda of education
are to be formed on practical lines and car-
ried out with practical aims, it cannot be
too clearl>' recognized that ever>' attempt to
arrange the occupations of the future men
and women of the country can succeed onl>'
as it follows the planes of cleavage indi-
cated in the mental formations. Too much
regard cannot be bad to natural tastes and
aptitudes. The farmer's son may be formed
b>' nature for a lawyer, the lawyer's or the
merchant's for a farmer. No artiticial sys-
temn which forgets to take account of this
and to afford every facilit>' for the discovery
and development of natural aptitudes can
result otberwise than in failure.

The age of hereditar>' guilds bas gone
and will not return. Let the parent, espe-
ciall>', be on the lookout to discover the oc-
cupation for wbich the cbild is formed by
nature, let the education keep this in view
without being too mucb narrowed by.it, and
more wil be doue for the proper adj ustînent
of town and country pursuits than can be
accomplîshed b>' any e ducational limitations
or restrictions.

But, above al], let us dismiss all fear
that too man>' Canadian men and women
will become educated, or that an>' of them
may become too well educated. Education,

if it be genuine, will neyer be a foc to in-
dustry. No greater wrong cana be done to
any buman being than to put an obstacle in
the way of bis obtaining the fullest culture
and development of every faculty witb
which he is endowed. The cure for the
alleged evils of over-education is more and
better education. Educate ahl, then'all will be
on alevel and th e resdjustment of cocupations
will take care of itself. There is reason to
hope that Canadians now living will sec the
day wben farming will be recognized as one
of the moEt desirable and genteel of occupa-
tions for a thorougbly educated and intelli-
gent man, Let the day be hastened b>'
parental wisdomn in the borne, and b>' scien-
tific and liberal culture in the school.

OTTAWA LETTER.

The arrival of delegates to the Colonial
Conference is being dail>' announced. Tbey
are coming fromn the east and the west, froin
the north and tbe soutb ; Europe, Africa,
Australasia and America are coming together
to confer upon matters of mutual interest,
and by the discussion of those broad ques-
tions that embrace the wcrld in their grasp
to belp to la>' the foundation of a greater
Britain, which mesns, under the wise influ-
ence of the British constitution, a greater
and grander civilization.

Mr. Parkin has arrived as the corres-
ponde-nt of the London Times, one to wbom
Canada is under a debt of gratitude for bis
striking and capable letters on the resources
and prospects of Canada, which appeared in
the columns of the Times during tbe fast
winter.

It was a wvise provision to postpone the
date of opening the Conference to the :28tb,
for the elections in Ontario seem to absorb
the interest at the moment of writing. On
Tuesday evening public curiosity will be
satistied as to wbo lis to guide the destinies
of the premier Province of Canada during
the next four years, and public attention
will then be free.

A considerable amount of work bas been
got througb in Parliarnent, notwitbsf anding
the absence of many miembers. Tbe Senate
bas this yîar been utilized more than usoal
by baving several important bills introduced
there inft, thus lightening the Commons
sornewbat of lits arduous work.

The Insolvency Bill is likely to lie over
till next session for furtber public considera-
tion. The French treaty is another of those
questions that seerna to dernand a postpone-
ment of its consideration. Anomalies ex-
ist in it wbich sbould be removcd before it
finds a place in our statute book.

One of tbe questions tbat is likel>' to
corne before the Conference is devising the
means by which the British Colonies can
trade with one another as the>' sec fit. For
that ostensible purpose, our Government,two
years ago,rnemorializedthLe mperial (4overn-
ment to witbdraw from the Treaties of
Belgium and Gerrnany wbicb gave to those
countries and througb tbem to ahl the court-
tries witb whom treaties had been negotiat-
ed moat favored nation treatment, not only
in the dealings of foreign nations with the
British Empire, but ir, the dealings between
Great Britain and ber colonies. While tbe
abrogation of those two treaties bas bcen
the policy of tbe Government, and if we
can judge by the public utterances of
sortie of the delegatEs tbey also anticipate

2Me Io:

tbatthe removal of restrictioPO efi
dom of intercolonial trade will for Oe e
su bjec tsof the In ter o lonia1 Conjeren i'fc
presenting to Parliament a tr tlm
gives to France most favored . ,tîh' e
ment not only as regards Our ea5 ilg <i
foreign nations, but if we maire an'Yt de
relations with Australia or t NeW l ai
or Africa, we cannot do so withot lioi u
under this treaty, getting the fel beepO cai
sncb arrangement witbout aloY dO~es twi be
ing return. The treaty alSO br~ colonies
Fiance, Algeria and the Frenc Mdo. t
shall have the benefit of mOsb fav e
tion treatment~ in every thing, ' hd ig i
shall only receive the benefit O os 00 or
ed nation treat ment in the twentY art

enumerated in the treaty upoi IwhiCb Io f
duction of duty is made bt .r~ and
the treaty, also France, Algeria ve,«* t
Colonies are deait witb as one POrw
the Eame considerat ion is nc't Sho< th
Great Britain and the Colonies- shol t

Under this treaty, if Canad 10ic th
give to Australia or New Zealand or tii' T
the f reedom of ber markets ini an>'otoo- h
lar, witbout extending it to Getwhile th~
France will enjoy the saine f reedo,,t
Great Britain wvill be excluded.i ted (0 h

These are ail points that Wd, tb@ pf
maire the treaty unpopular 0wiflg b«
one-sided nature, and tbey PaPCr fo hie ti
the effect of undoing a great des 1 0fo bteo d
tbis Intercolonial Conference bas t
brought together. 01 S

As a tri aty t[ at ils under cri"tiC ) fi
appears to be too narrow in its' die'- 1 ol 1
possess any national advantagee, aloyie
bave the Effet of tying our band .0 oie b
tercoloniad Jhalings we might wieh o1i b
ate. Tbe ratification of the tri ftt> gi, U
likely to accord to ail the natIil iriz à. I
wbonî we lave nmost favoured z0 5 tî0 0 Jel l
ties the Faine advantages tht are "C. 0 0
to France, so that it is fa-eahn i11 i
results if it bccomies 'a w. 1008 00

Ottawa was visited by a h(ftvy o0tb
Monday nigbt by the burning Of Mr a
large fawmill at the Chaudiere. ne p~il c
frcrn Parliament llI was a grandiOcl'l 00 et 1i
was one of the largest and miOîto' io Il

sawmills in the world, and th" lOBS tOg

owner and the cit>' of Ottawa bt 9I
one. By working bis otber lui 11l sofg
day Mr. Bootb nia>' get through liîo
merle cut, so, that bis business tInay Il
brougbt to a standstill. j~t

The def(at of the Hon Mr 0
Kingston may be 1 aken as an evjdno oo
the clerical interference of le .j
Chkary and PtinciiEal Grant in the p tdIg
relations of the people bas been lOu te f
tbeir own city. It is a miafortunle e' O
should have to snier front isaced nsi
that was its cause.

We bave just had a lacrosse roo
whb«chb as or(ated some notorietY. fa tt

is an exceedingly pretty gaule au àbf. gtbe 1
bt il, s

finest atbletîc powers into Play, bu tii6 ,

keen effort fcr victory honorable oret,
aloneought to prei-ail, and when 0't% o .l

thousand citizens are lookir1g On Wboooel
supported tbe playErs with their gtc-01 dit'

they should not be forced to witne'55 d t;
graceful scene wbich the unfain, VO
temper of some of the plaYerS
about. ixnlYte

The conîing week is ap ribel'
weE k of gaie ty. At homiep,, gar b 0 r t 0

cricket matches, banquets, etc., 1in
our visitors and gueats, are. te orâ net<
day. If the lieat and the rat Wd ni
us 4 test, everything will go ln
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