
1204 TEE WEEK.

pariahes over the superior fituess of this,
that, or the other noighbor to ho electod
one of the Councillors, te whose bauds the
management of ail local affairs is to ho
bencetorth' entrusted. The details et the
Bill it is not now worth while to discuas,
Eeeiug that tbey are uudergoiug modifica-
tion in its passage tbrough the House. As
it originally stood provision was made for
the creation also of District Councile, forin-
ed by groupiug parishes containing loes than
three hundred inhabitants. Some object ta
this teaturo of the Bill, holding that Home
Rule chould ho grauted ta even the smalleet
parishes. Whatever form this section of
the Bill may finally taire it ropresents a
large number of parishes to ho added te the
above calculation, as about to assume in
some form -the duties aud respeusihilities of
local self-government. The Counicils are te
takre over practically ail the secular furic-
tions of the vostry, the churchwardens, and
the ovorseers, and are to hold ail property
oxcopt that which ie cclesiastical. It
would not ho easy to ovor-ostimate the life-
giviug aud educative effect whicb the uew
arrangement muet bave upon the cemmuni-
ties.

Two tacts in counection with the recent
elections in the United States stand out
to vie w. One is the eucouraging one tbat
in a number of instances the forces that
make fer righteousuoss arrayedagain8t the
powers of evil, have come off victerieus.
The anti-gambliug agitation in New Jersey
ba&s been successful, and in aIl probahility
the shameful legislation of asat y ar will ho
speedily wipcd froin the statute book. In
the city of Brook lyn the party flghting for
municipal reform and purification bas
triumphed with an enormous majority.
Evidently the botter classes of citizeus are
taking a band in state aud municipal
btruggles to a gr(ater exteut than ever
before. To quoto one of their own signifi-
cant sayings, "lthe Quaker vote is comiug
out " and making itsielf foît. The other
fact is the evidence of more or loas of reac-
tion againkt the tarifl-teform movement,
which ban been swoeping over the country
with se reaistless a force. It is difficult to
say to wbat extent the resuits of the e]ec-
tion are due to such mes ction and to wbat
extent to the fiperation of more persoual
aud local influencep. Ohio is porhaps the
one State in 'which taiff-reformn was the
main issue, and Ohio gave a sweeping
msjority for McKinleyism. The deteat of
the reformers in this State was not unex-
pected. The groatuese et the msjority
undouhtedly wap. But wbatever the true
siguificauce of these olections uiay ho, the
tariff-reformers do flot seem te bave heen
materially affected. The work to whioh
the Democrats are plodged,will, it ie believ-
ed, ho pertormed without hesitation or
weak compromise. But eveuts will déclare
the f rue atate of feeling before mauy daysl.

The Oemmittpe et Ways and Mcans is said
te ho well advsncEcd in its werk et prepariug
a acheine or bill for reduction of the tariff.
This Bill, the reperting et 'which will be,
under the AmErican systnin, practically
tquivalent to its pasEage, wil], it is helicv-
cd, ho a thorough carrying out et the elec-
tioneeming pledges et the Party, The coun-
try ia cvidentiy now suffering frein uncer-
taÏnty ;the sooner the question is dccided
the bottEr for al].

There 18 probably ne question con-
cerning the proper relations between
the Stato and the individual in regard
te which public opinion, espocially
pelitical opinion, bas undergone a more
marked change in late yeors, than in regard
te that of the wages cf workingmen. Time
was net long ago wLen aIl such questions
were relegated te the demain et sociology
or pbilantbropy. The science et govein-
ment was suppoed te bave ueîhing te do
with thein. Lt must not trench upen the
relations betwen cmployer and employee.
Tbe sacred realin of ccmpetition muht net
be invaded. The adjustinent of ail questions
et w,%ges muet ho lof t te the operation et the
law et supply and d mand1. There muet
ho ne interference by legisiation, even
te savo the labourer from slow starva-
tien. But a most significaut change is
taking place in public opinion, and se in
political. opinion, in regard te the matter.
Tbe old dogma, et laisser laire, which was
tbought te ho tee strongiy entrencbed in
Icrgie aud coxumon sense ever tei ho moved,
is giving way. Many cities and other cor-
porations do nt new besitate te insert
clauses in ail contracte prescribing the min-
imum rate et v ages wbich must be paid by
successful competitors. Governmnts are
beginn)ing te follow suit. Mr. Asquith, the
British Home Secrotary, said in a recent
speech that tbe question et the payment et
labour was eue wbich bulked as largoly, aud
eaght te takre as bigh a place as auy pro blemn
et coutemporary politicp. Amid enthus-
iastic chet-ring ho declared that it is the
business et Englishmen te makre England
worth living in, as well as worth dying for.
It was b(th ahbigher sud a harder t ask te
maire than te takre a city. This is novol
doctrine for frec-trade England, theugh it
ought net te stagger politicians in counitries
in which the goveruments ur ake it a part et
their business te increase the prices of the
preducts et labour by pretectivo taxes.
Interference between employers snd em-
ployed is a delicate business, but it je
evideut that a sitate et feeling is arising on
both sides et the Atlantic wbich demanda
that an end ho made in some way et
Ilsweating' suad grinding the lite eut et
human boinge sud ftellow-citizeus. To what
exteut tbe law of compotition, can, ho safely
interfered with hy legisiation is yet te ho
seaui, but aIl goeorumeuts sud municipal
corporations have the saine uudouhted
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rigbt as individuals te tPlt for'
minimum wage. When they lforo0Y
do se the influence will ho powerfuî.

Two remarks will, wo think, 0081
answer to the criticisme of our corOPoo
dent "lN. C. D.» In the flrst Pla0'
stili maintain that the parallelisui domo~~
exist. The compromise in the (0,8 of 8
bec and Ontario was made by the repoo,
tatives of the two provinces, Cofl5ittt'w

]y elected and having full itbOrly~
right to sp ak for their respective cooit

ente, who in their turn Lad an t0ndoabw

rigbt to speak as the people of the 4o
tive provinces. If there was ânY Po

or -understanding in the case of the~
River country and the Dominionli
mise, so fair as the former was .O11W
was not made by constitutionallY faPP '
representatives, and the peoplo il1-1

naine thie so-called delegates prfOew'

speak bad no political cr moral rigbt'
bind the~ future resideuts of the greeat 000
try on whcee outmost fringe th e

cated. Certainly they had 0

authority to bind thoEe wbe ar 0

great majority of tbe citizene of d
aud the North-west. This, at toast,
point we tried to mako. In the
place, while it is true that Il certaind
are in the air in coîtain p]ace5s" asjI

these things are put jute it bY th0o t
live in it and bri athe it, it is (V8'11 IJ
that no syEtoin of sectara sch~oIl go

keep those thinge out of the aIr. jf
the teachers aud a majority ot the 'theO
in the public school are Proteât51' 0p
will ho a flaveur of Protests001o0

0 p
the air, and whero, as is no doubit
in certain sections of Manitoba, the oi
aud a majority of the children are 0 0
there will thon ho a fia vour of Catholiclî o'
the air of the schoolroom. Ca ol

minded Catbolic or Protestant lebjet 1 3
might as well object to the

universal attraction. The oily ,bl
ground, se fair as we can see, ou hc0
one can regard suob a state of tbing5 goit
fair te Catholicisin is tbe ground tbstOt
essential to Catholicisin to keep 1t 'I

the f ree air of heaven aud01
breatho only an atinosphere artfO 0 1~
uratod with Catholic toachiugg 0
onces. This je s0 uucompiuno

Catholicisin that we have shuul'o
assumption. If froc publice
which no dogmatie î eligious teacin/
mittod are less favorable toC~
than to Protostantieni it can ho 001b07

Catholicism demande special df
public expenso for the inellsi' 0

principles, aud shunis even-b5îdOdCA

with Protestantism. Doos l50
choose that hemn of the dileOe"i
enlightened Catholica thank hi101
ing 1 So fair se we kuow, the h0o ý
idealu of the public sohoohl r
neither Protestarnt noir Cath0liObu
dividuals may ho either.


