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“ N. P.” the figures given must be proved and
then reduced by the sum of all the industries
that were in successful operation before the
high tariff was imposed, plus anallowance for
the increase that might have been naturally
expected to take place had the revenue tariff
been maintained to date.

But these are, after all, round-about pro-
cesses for the settlement of such a questien.
There is a much more direct way of getting at
the fact, viz,, by inquiring of the people them-
selves., Mr. Foster's own admission, which
really was the reason for being of a consid-
erable part of his speech, that there is wide-
spread unrest and dissatisfaction throughout
the country, is worth more as evidence in re-
gard to the poini under consideration than
reams of statistics. Whether the manufac-

turers and traders are prosperous or not, there '

can be no doubt that the farmers, who consti-
tute the bulk of the population and the back-
bone of the country’s strength, are not pros-
perous. Hence this strong tariff-reform
movement even amongst the supporters of the
Government. .

One propusition laid down and reiterated
by Mr. Foster deserves special attention.
Pointing out very truly that the country must
have a revenue, and under existing circum-
stances, a pretty large revenue, and that this
can be had only by taxation in some form, he
says again and again, in effect, that it is the
duty of the Government to see that this bur-
den is fairly distributed among all classes #nd
that all should be willing to bear their shares
of the burden. Why, it is just here that the
strongest indictment against protectionism is
laid. The principle of fair and equal taxation
of all classes for the support of the public ser-
vice underlies both the free-trade and the re-
venue-tariff systems. The gravamen of the
impeachment of the ‘“ N.P.,” and of every sys-
tem of protection, is that instead of taxing all
citizens alike for the maintenance of the pub-
lic service, they tax one class of citizens for the
benefit of another, and especially tax all other
classes for the benefit of the manufactur-rs.
What is protested against is not so much the
tax which goes into the public chest as the
other and larger tax which goes to the pro-
tected manufacturers, and enables many cf
them to become millionaires at the expense of
the general public. The tariff-reformers might
well thank Mr. Foster for teaching them that
watch-word, ¢ Taxes that bear equally on all
classes of citizens,” as distinguished from taxes
which take money out of the pockets of one
class and transfer it to those of another, which
take money out of the pockets of the many and
traunsfer it to those of the few.

The Government’s reduction of the duty on
two out of the many articles in regard to
which the demand is being made might be ac-
cepted as "an earnest of good things to come
were it not that every prospect of possible re-
lief held out in the latter part of Mr. Foster’s
speech was carefully guarded by a counter as-
surance that the protective policy would be
maintained. It can hardlybe that these vague
promises to inquire into the matter and pos-
sibly make some readjustments can satisfy the
recalcitrant supporters of the Governmept. It
is still less supposable that it can satisfy the
farmers and others all over the country who
are, or believe that they are, feeling the pinch
ing of unfair and unnecessarily high taxation
for the benefit of a class. Asa matterof states-
manship, it is surely bad policy to create a
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feeling of distrust and misgiving which can
hardly fail to have a disturbing and more or
less paralyzing effect upon ail branches of pro-
tected industries for a year. As a matter of
responsible administration the point seems
well taken, that it is payinga poor compliment
to the representatives of the people, who have
come from all parts of the Dominion, and may
be supposed to know more about the state of
business than three or four members of the
Government can possibly find out in a year, for
the Ministers to announce that they will per-
sonally inquire into the matter. One might
almost ask what is the use of popular repre-
sentation if it cannot be depended upon for'in-
formation in a case of this kind.

THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE.

Early in the month of May next an event
of unusual interest *o every part of the British
Empire will take place at South Kensington,
England. We refer, of course, to the formal
opening by the Queen in person of the Imper-
ial Institute. This institution had its origin,
it will be remembered, in a suggestion made
by the Prince of Wales, in a letter addressed
to the Lord Mayor of London, in 1886, the
Jubilee Year. In this letter His Royal High-
ness proposed that advantage be taken of the
remarkable interest excited by the recent Col-
onial and Indian Exhibition to perfect a scheme
for the permanent representation of the re-
sources and progress of the Colonies and India.

"An organizing committee was shortly after-

wards appointed by the Prince of Wales for
the purpose of framing a scheme for an Imper- ~
ial Institute, and a report was prepared and
published by that body, on the 20th Decem-
ber, 1886, setting forth the outline of a propo-
sal for combining, in a harmonious form, with
a view to the attainment of objects of practical
utility, a representation of the Colonies and
India, on the one hand, and of the United
Kingdom on the other. On the 12th January,
1887, His Royal Highness presided, at St.
James’s Palace, over an assemby which includ-
od representatives of county, municipal, and
other local authorities of the United Kingdom ;
the presidents, secretaries and other officers of
the most prominent scientific, commercial, ar-
tistic and technical institutions and asssocia-
tions of the country, and the leading home-
representatives of the Colonies and India. At
this meeting resolutions approving of the pro-
posals set forth in the report of the organizing
committee were unanimously adopted. A very
numerously-attended public meeting was held
at the Mansion House the same day, when
resolutions were passed similar to those adopt-
od at the meeting at St. James’ Palace. Ac-
tive measures were at once taken for%he col-
lection of subscriptions throughout the Empire
for the establishment and maintenance of the
Imperial Institute, and before the end of the
year 1887, contributions amounting to nearly
£350,000 had been promised. Capada’s con-
tribution, through the Dominion Government,
was £20,000. Most of the other Colonies of
the Empire contributed in proportion. The
subscriptions received from native Princes,
public bodies, and private individuals in India
amounted up to June 30th, 1891, to more than
$100,000.

A Report recently received brings the further
history of the enterptise up to a date near the
end of 1892. The building, which it is ex-
pected will be completed, or nearly completed,




