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thf mch of its wonted dryneas, and to
attentio of his anaditora to the close.

'Iaen't be nard that from this point of view
I .h'bi jefWas unsatisfactory, save in the

.1 the voidabie largeneas of the public debt,
fXed &inuai expenditure. During the

deky or twoe there has been a marked ton-
Gov, toward8 economy on the part of the

rn, tendency which it is to be
"'Ycontinue to grow.
ut he argr prt of Mr. Foster's speech

ditirabcaion~ whether that be a proper or
vohed te eo uhasec or not, was de-

efence, samgh y a laudation
poIicY of theGr erenepcalit

la8y uLI this branch of bie ad-

* Wma' les Batisfactory, though perhaps
"be There was the iaboured and now

%rumn from the statistics of experts
!aaPorts, of industriai establishments, of

4eo'8 &C., to show that the country

ai4heua Were it nlot for its very serious

in thme Wo luld be sometbing ahmostiudicrous

111 ~l~ persistent efforts of the f riends of the
t)4 th e0 ')fVince the people of Canada

thY r doing well and ought te be con-
ýrt TO or three remarks must suffice

-Wt ( te these alleged proofsa of generai
li ritY, aud even these muet necesarily be

6 ore than repetitions of what hasalready
tareedagain and again iù these columns and
4ime UIUOOusother discussions of this mucb

%1te bd ubl 3et. First, it is clear that the
%ftord5  cmercial transactions of itseif
It la q"10 reliable gauge of the accruing profit.

%h lite cecvable that the loss of a nearer
roeProfitable miarket may compel a16ete redouble their efforts to enlarge their

li., oein a more distant and lesa pro-
0 In8 1 order ta make up in quan-

'13t 5acking in profitablenes. This
'8utr.riie b good in premoting energy and

but the cause is to be deplored,
tti,n oflee5  We must ail rejoice in the ex-

4 0f our trade witb the Mother Country

hgt woped no it mnay continually increase,
~'ht aOUî flt, probably, be difficult to show

m deal of the trade which bas been
1% 8ib5t5 the Atlantic bas been carried

Pr 1 5pro4 llOr margina of profit to the origi-
1îbýIduce than those which have hitherto

ed A to the induatriai statistics, it
"tà% rPmated, as of ten as these figures are

4 1;t5ýed for the glory of the ' N. P.," that
Ut~ a a"st Place, there in a palpable fallacy in

111141,* "'tOu Or 'suggestion that ail of those
tu thrê Which do now actuaily exiat are due

1% e lic"y Of Protection, the fact being, as
101 Petty oOnclusively shown by Mr. Patter-

and11& Qther%, that very many of the mont
W 'eiourishing before the IlN. P."

188 &ad tiiat the rate of growtb prier te
eiaWU~ littie if at ail les& thani it bas been
th I<1 l riary except a few of wbat may be called

hot05*Ou§e " kind. It is, ini a word, im-
'lich Prove that had the rate% of duty
blen Pevaied twelve or fourteen years agc

85 Oul 5 ntainied, the growth of manu.
krge ardlot have been on the whoie s

*%Id ruchmore substantial. In tht
%%% plae) it uet not be forgotten that th(

d 4 tly aueh Vaunted are, themiselves,
&enged, and in fact in severaJ

çaUistances s3hown to be incapable of veni
one 't g erious fact with which n<

dat irl01 gr5 verniment aide bas at thii
41% grPPeId. The consequence in thal

.0 QkV We cePt as fact the .alleged growtl
4fIt*rIg industries under the fosterini
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"lN. P." the figures given muet be proved and
then reduced by the mumi of ail the industries
that were in succesaful operation before the
bigb tariff was imnposed, plus au ailowance for

the increase that might bave been naturaiiy
expected to take place had. the revenue tariff
been maintained to date.

But theze are, after ail, round-about pro-
cesses for the settiement of aucb a question.
There is a mucb more direct way of getting at
the fact, viz,, by inquiring of the people them-

selves. Mr. Foster'a own admission, wich
realiy was the reason for being of a consid-
erabie part of bis speech, tbat there is wide-
spread unreat and dissatiafaction througbout
the country, is wortb -more aî evidence in re-
gard to the point under consideration tban
reams of statistics. Wbether the manufac-
turera and traders are prosperous or not, there
cani be no doubt tlîat the farmers, wbo consti-
tute the buik of tbe population and the back-
boire of the country's strength, are not pros-
peroub. Honce this strong tariff-reform
movement even amongat the supporters o! the
Government.

One proposition laid down and reiterated
by Mr. Foster deserves special attention.
Pointing out very truiy that the country must
bave a revenue, aud under existing circum
stances, a pretty large revenue, and that this
cani be had only by taxation in somne f orm. hoe
says again and again, in effoct, that it in the
duty of the Government to see that this bur-
den in fairiy distributed among ail classes eud
that ail should be wiiling te bear their shares
of tbe burden. Why, it in j est bore that the
strongeet indictmient against protectionisrn in
laid. The principle o! fair and equal taxation
of ail classes for tbe support o! the public ser-
vice undoriies botb the free-trade and the re-
venue-tariff systeme. The gravamen o! the
impeachment of the IlN.P.," andof every sys-
tom of protection, is that instead of taxing al
citizens alike for tbe maintenance of the pub-
lic service, tbey tax one clas of citizeus for the
benefit of another, and especiaily tax ail other
classes for the benefit of tbe manufacturrs.
What in protested againet is net se mucb tbe
tax wbich gees into the public chient as the
other and larger tax whicb gees te the pro-
tected manufacturera, and eniables mnany c-f
thei te become mnillionaires at the expense of
the generai public. The tariff-reformera might
well tbank Mr. Foster for teaching tbem that
watcb-word1, "lTaxes that bear equally on al
classes cf citizens," as distinguisbed f rom taxes
whicb take money out o! the pockets of one
clasm and transfer it to those of another, which
take money eut o! the pockets of the many and
transfer it te tbose o! the few.

The Geverument'a reductien o! the duty on
twe eut cf the many articles in regard to
whicb the demand la being made might be ac-
cepted as an earneat of good things te corne
were it net tbat every prospect of possible re-

lie! beld eut in the latter part of Mr. Fostersa
speech was carefuily guarded by a counter as-
surance that the proective policy would be
maintained. It cani bardlybe that these vague
promises te inquire into the niatter and pos-
sibly make Borne readjustments cani satisfy the
recalcitrant supporters of the Goverumejit. It
ins tiil lets supposable that it cani satisfy the

fanmera and others ail over the country wbo
are, or believe that tbey are, feeling tbe pincb
ing of unfair and unnecessarily high taxation

Lfor the benefit o! aclass. Asa matterofatates-
manship, it is surely bad policy te create a
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feeling of distruat and misgiving which cim
hardly fail te have a disturbing and more or

les paralyzing effect upon ail branches Of pro-
bected industries for a year. As a matter of

responaible administration the point seems

well taken, that it is payinga poor compliment

to the representatives of the people, who have
corne from ail parts of the Dominion, and may

be supposed te know more about the state of

business than three or four members of the

Government cani possibly find out in a year, for

the Ministers to announce that tbey will pet.
sonally inquire inte the matter. One might

almost ask what is the use of popular repre-

sentation if it cannot be depended upon foi in-

formation in a case of this kind.

THE IMPERIÂL INSTITUTE.

Early in the month of May uext an event

of unusual interest 4»o every part of the British

Empire will take place at South Kensington,
Engiand. We refer, of course, to the formaI

openiug by the Queen in person of the Imper-

ial Institute. This institution had itis engin,

it will be remeînbered, in a suggestion m2ade

by the Prince of Wales, in a letter addressed

to the Lord Mayor of London, in 1886, the

Jubilee Year. In this letter His Royal Higb-

nesa proposed that advantage be taken of the

remarkable interest excited by the recent Col-

on ial aud Indien Exhibition te perfect a scheme

for the permanent representation of the re-

sources aud progreas of the Colonies and India.

' An organizing committee waa shortly after-

wards appoiuted by tbe Prince of Wales for

the purpose of framning a acheme for an Imper-

il Institute, and a report was prepared and

pubiisbed by that body, on the 2Oth Decem-

ber, 1886, setting forth the outline of a propo-

sai for combýning, in a haruionious form, with

a view te the attaitiment of objecta o! practical

utility, a representation of the Colonies and

India, on the one band, and of the United

Kingdom on thé other. On the 12tb .Tanuary,

1887, His Royal Hiigbness presided, at St.

Jamnes's Palace, over an asseinby which includ-

ed representatives of county, municipal, and

other local authorities o! the United Kingdom ;

the presidents, secretaries and other officers o!

the most prominent scientific, commercial, ar-

tistic and tecbnical institutions and asmsoia-

tiens of the country, and the leading home-

representatives of the Colonies and India. At

this meeting resolutions approving of the pro-

pesais set f orih in the report of the organizing
coînmittee were unanimously adopted. A very

numerously-attended public meeting was held
at the Mansion House the samne day, when

resolutions were passed similar to those adopt-

ed at the meeotine at St. James' Palace. Ac-

tive measurea were at once taken forthe col-

lection of subscniptiona throughout tbe Empire

for the establishment and maintenance o! the

Imperial Institute, and before the end of the
year 1887, contributions auîounting to nearly

£35,0O0 bad been promiaed. Canada's con-

tribution, tbrough the Dominion Governmont,
was £20,000. Mont o! the other Colonies of
the Empire contributed in proportion. The

subacriptions received from native Princes,
public bodies, aud private individuais in India

amouuted up te June 3Oth, 1891, to more than
8100,000.

A Report recently received brings the further

bistery of the enterpilse up to a date near the
end o! 1892. Tbe building, which it is ex-
pected will be cempieted, or neaniy cempieted,


