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ta the city, aid its growth andi develop its trade.
It is flot in the or4er af things titat St. John
shouid stand stiUl while other cities ai Canada
are growing in population andi importance If
we caii ascertaii the causes whicb have pre-
vented the grewth ai St. John during the iast
three decades we can periwipsfindthe remiedy,
Wi th its situation, in the very centre pf
the Maritime Provinces, with ratiroati
steamboat communication ta every point in
the three iower provinces, and with the west
ai the continent and ta Europe St. Jahp ought
ta be amuch greater city than it is. We need
flot look for à boom but we may'reasonably
expect steady growth, if cvery shoulder is
placeti at some spot on the wheci.

The Finances ai St. John are deait with in
a general way in the present issue 'ind
another article an tic cost af the Schools and
County taxation will close this series. Since
these articles have been appearing in the
NasW BRUNSWîCle MAGAZINE the Common
Council bas awakened from itq iethargy a nti
acted in onc or ts.a most important matters.
A commission fias heen appointed ta enquire
inta the whale question ai taxation. This
das flot settie the question by any means
but it is a step in the direction ai a new and
more equitable assessment law. By a change
in, the mnethotis ai doing the city business a
large saving can be annualiy effected for the
tax payera. But at the best a very consider-
able, aum wit 'have ta be raiseti annually and
the. question le haw ta obtain the nccssry
fundif ta carry on the. business ai the city
wltbout disturblng existing conditions. The
inadvisitbiIty af taxing amati incomnes-e xcept
a poli tamz-is naw> generally agreeti ta. This
rewtoyea anc of the very worst features ai the
premet iaw, as it ia natoriaus that only about
30 pei: cent. of the taxes on amali Incarnes
are coIIes-ted. ,The retsult la that the estimates
of the Gouficil are neyew realized while the
expenditurea genâeratly exceed the estimate.
Conaequently the accaunits depending soleiy
for their meame on the assessment are al-
w.>'. short.

Much to thie surprise of everybody an alder-.
man actually referreti ta the charter ai the
c4> at a recent meeting af the Vauncil and
stated that aince that anicient and honorable
document wairpenned ini 783ç it has been
amendeti many timea and that incftiding the
numleras amèndments thc bave been about a
thousanti acts ai Asaeil>', relating ta St.

John, passed though the leglislature. Those

lie suggested should be codified. There i5

qertainly nothing unreasonable ini this. It W5

been the custom ta regard the charter as a
sacred thing that ougbt neyer ta be touched.

We have been told that it was a royal charter
but this is fiction, and if even true is flO rea5ofl
why its provisions should not be made tasul

the times. The bye-laws of the city are

in the samne condition as the charter wit4 this

advantage, that there are a score or more Of

them stowed away in. the vaullta Of the

Coxnmon ('lerk's office and entirely ïolr-

gotten. If hrought ta light they wl t take-

trouble for the citizens and the aldernieti

alike.
The current issue of the MAGAZINE containS

the apening chapters of a serial story of un-

usual interest. This story wiIt hc cOmpleted

in six instalments. There is also a comnpleWe

Story hy a native author whaSe pefi naine

anly is given. It is the injentiofi to further

strengthen the fiction departmfent Of the

MAGAZiî as space W411 admit. The current

number consistap 4paeLa forach

wiill be 8o pages and the Easter or April

number will contain 96 pages, which>will bO

the limit of size for the present. The conteflts

of the March number will embrace a greater

variety of subje&ts. It is the ai 'f the

Editor ta make every issue more interesting

than the predecessor. How far he Will be
successful in this, is for the public ta judge.

The Naw BRUNSWICK MAGAZINE is nOW fai.rly

fioated; and the public han flot bel ut '8P»
preciative of what lias already been donc.

goodly list of subscribers lias been obtaiied,

and the number is being constaltly added tO.

There is ample raomr for 1a good Moflthly

Magazine in the Maritime Provinces and that

is the field the Nsw BRUNSWICK MAGAZINO

will espcally cultivate. Performanlces sre
better than promises and *,t is by what it does

*hat the'Naw BRuNswIcx MAGAziNs expects

ta be judged.
The Editor is always willitig ta consider

contributions an . any Su bjcct patculAIY

fromt local writers, andi aucli are SOUiCIt
Mfanuscripts that are flot 1avaitabie wl 1 hé

returned. 'We want tbe assistance ôf ai the,

people to make the Ma 1gazine 1creditabie 1kcd
to the community andi its eublisher. There is

a great deai af interestiflg material avaitable
which aniy requires ta be exumeti from its

present and brouglit ta liglt.


