THE YOUNG CHURCHMAN.
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ingly w.eful have we ever found the preparation and sea-
son of confirmation amoug young people, at that period o¢
their ive=  Their hearts zre tender; worldly feelings,
and worldly habits, have not become fixed in their affec-
tions and pursuits ; an® when they are solemnly called
upon at confirr..*tion 1) make a stand, and in their own
persons « deliberate chuice for life, ot death,--a decision
for eternity,—~their young a1l tender hear's often receive
=it impression, which (when rightly improved) can aever
be effected. Very many are the blessed instances we have
witnessed of the wisdom of this appointment of our beloved
Church. It has often appeared to be the turning point
with many younz persti s, who are now by their devoted-
ness to God, a v.essing to those around them.

The ofdinance of confirmution appeared to fix more
decply in Ellen’s mind the all-important busine s of life,
‘% e salvation of the soul;» and now, in our daily inter-
course it was more encouraging to observe the steady and
progressive improvement she made by the con-.tant learn-
ing of God’s Holy Word. She was ever delighter to con-
verse with me (when an opportunity offered) on those sub-
jects with which her young heart was filled. Though
sometimes incenvenienced by the delay, it was impossible
to find fault, while she occasionally lingered over her litile
duttes in my chamber, to elicit some conversation about
spiritual things.

Surely we do not sufficiently value those deeply impor-
tant sentences in the Psalms, or simply act upon their sug-
gestions.  “I have more understanding than my teachers,

Jor thy testimonies are my meditations,” * I am wiser than
theaged, because I keep thy commandments.” ¢ Through
thy commandments I get understanding, therefore J hateall
evil ways.” % Thy word have I hid within my hea-t, that
I might not sin against thee.” If David so highly prized
the Scriptures of his day, ard spohe of the mighty results
they produced, what might nut we anticipate with such a
glorious treasury in our hands if the same devotedness of
prayersful study was bzstowed upon them.

The blessed lessons of God’s Word so loved by David,
can also shed their powerful influence on the minds and
hearts of children, and this was remarkably exemplified iu
the character of ** Ellen Smith.” The improvement of
the r2asoning powers- -matmity of judgment—tenderness
of conscience—sensibility of heart—and even a polite and
graceful deportment, appear 1o follow as u matter of course
from the steady cultivation of God’s blessed Book. I write
the sentiment without hesitation because [ have so fre-
quently observed the fact,

Most willingly would this young Christian have left all
family connexions and her native land to have accompa-
nied us, though comparative strangers, to a far distant home.
Eut as many circumstances forbad this arrangement, poor
Ellen looked forward to our approaching departure as the
severest trial she had yet experiensed. Very frequently,

as %= time drew near, when she appe sred in my chamber
in the morning, I was grieved to observe her really looking
ill, and eften asked tae question,  Filen, dear, arc you un-
well 2 ¢ No, Ma’am, thank you,” she would quictly reply.
¢ Then why are you so pale, Ellen?” « I did not steep
much. Ma’am.” And why did you not sleep, Ellen 1”3
melancholy shake of the head, or the tearful eye, was
generally the caly reply I could obtain,

I had arranged with her mother, who was 2 much
improved person, that Ellen should remain at home after
our departure to ins:ruct the younger children, hoping that
her example might prove « blessing to all her family.—
Bitterly did this dear child fe<! the varting hour with mv
dear husband and myself. And yet, in the midst f ner
streaming tears, there wasa look of resignation blended
with an expression of the dcepest sorrow. Aud I feel
convinced that il she could have given utterance to her
feelings, the sentiment of her keart wou'd have been, “Lord,
not my will, but thine Le done.”

he last account I heard of this dear child was from a
gentleman residing near her parents, some years ai. .
departure.  He mentions, ¢ thut Ellen Smith is sti'l io be
seen Sunday after Sunday regularly leading all the young
members of her family to the house of God.” T shall meet
her no more on earth, but, may it be, that alike “ begotten
by the incorraptible Word of God, which liveth and abideth
for ever,” and b3 his Holy Spirit made meet for * the in-
heritance of the saints in light,” we may both at length
reach our heavenly home. There will be no patting and
no pain, and the ¢ Lamb which is in the midst of tae throne
will for ever wipe away all tears from our eyes.!
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A CHILD’S EVENING PRAYER.

BY SAMUEL TAYLOR COLLRIDGE.

ERE on my bed my limbs I lay,

God grant me grace my prayers to say ;—
0 God! preserve my mother dear

In strength and health for many a year;
And, Oh! preserve my father too,

Arnd may I pay him reverence due,—
And may I my best thoughis einploy

To be my parents’ hope and joy;

Preserve my brathers and sisters both
From evil doings and from sloth,

And may we always love each other,

Our friends, our father and ou: mother :—
And still, O Lord, to me irapart

An innocent and grateful heart

That after my last sleep I may

Amen.

Awake to thy eternal day !
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