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Westminster Abbey the press, at least in its
better forms, has recognized foreign missions
as the sait of our extending civilization, as the
pioneer of commercial and scientific advance,
and as something essential to the permanent
and elevating self-government which is the
ideal of English-speaking peoples, even for the
subject races temporarily entrusted to them."

A hundred years ago educateA Christian
men and women could not be induced to go out
as foreign missionaries, and as late as 1813 the
great body of them were peasants and artisans.
To-day, while the Church of God is glad to
velcome any devoted man and give him a

place, the most polished scholars in our univer-
.iities, the most refined and cultured women of
Christian lands, are giving themselves to the
work.

A hundred years ago, in the vhole non-
Christian world there were hardly a thousand
Protestant converts, while now the native
Christian community it reckoned at more than
three millions, with tho asands of enquirers for
the light.

A hundred years agro the work of heathen
evangelization vas pr.ctically an experiment,
even so hopeful a mait as Henry Martyn de-
claring that the conver-ion of a Hindu was as
great a miracle as rais'ng the dead, while to-
day there is hardly a dari. corner of the earth
that is not a witness to th. success of the ex-
periment, a living witness t.) the civilizing, en-

lightening, and ele-
vating powerof the
Gospel. Surely the
success which has
already been be-
stowed upon the
work of missions
should stimulate
anA encourage the
Church t o ev en
greater and more
earnest efforts than
she has put forth
in the past.

And the motive
of gratitude should
also constrain and
stimulate us. How
few of Christ's dis-
ciples go on to rea-
lize the fuiness of
their joy and lib-
erty as the children
of God! Ho wfew
there are, even of
earnest Christians,
who outgrow the
question, Mist I do
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can truly say with
St. Paul, "The love of Christ constraineth us!"
And yet such should be the experience of ail
who name the name of Christ. It is said of
Zinzendorf, the great founder of Moravian mis-
sions, that when he was a young man he saw
in à certain European art gallery a picture of
our Saviour upon the cross, and that under-
neath it he read this inscription, " Ail this
have I done for thee, what hast thou done for
me?" That question went home with such
power to his heart and conscience that he gave
not only his fortune but himself to the ser-
vice of his Redeemer. Oh, that God might in-
spire us ail to go and do likewise, might fill us
with His fulness.

"Until nur very hearts o'erflow,
With kindly thought and glowing nord,

His love to tell, his praise to show."

Once more, if we truly desire the return of
Christ, if we are really sincere in our oft
repeated prayer, "Thy kingdom come," we can-
not possibly be indifferent to the spread of the
Gospel. If you-had a very dear friend whom
you longed to see, whose coning you hoped for
and prayed for, and that friend had assured you
that he could not possibly return till you had
fulfilled for hini a certain commission, what
position woild you occupy in regard to that
commission? Would not ail your hopes and
prayers be quite in vain unless you did your
part to secure their fulfilment ?


