The Late Hon. L. ¥. Papineau.
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‘enrolled was Mr. Papineau, as a captain of
militia. It is related of him that, when
conducting a portion of Hull’s army pri-
soners from Lachine, a regimental band
of the regulars struck up “ Yankee Doodle,”
to shame the unfortunates, on which Cap-
tain Papineau wheeled his company out of
line, declaring he would not countenance
such insult. When reported, instead of
reprimanding the Captain for insubordina-
tion, the Governor commended him for his
humane consideration.

Mr. Panet, who, for many years, had
presided as Speaker of the Assembly, being
called to the Legislative Council, all eyes
were turned to the young Papineau as his
successor, and the House, in January, 1815,
only echoed the public voice by electing
him. Youngin years—in his twenty-ninth
—with only four years parliamentary ex-
perience, in a quiet time, he was so matured
by study and steady action for the post of
first Commoner—the highest position in
the gift of his countrymen—that he was
preferred above all his veteran seniors;
and he continued to hold that position till
the end of the last Parliament of Lower
Canada,in 1837, by continued re-elections,
sometimes unanimous, and always nearly
so. The Speakerof that day, when we had
noresponsible Government, and no respon-
sible Minister in the House, was nota mere
figurehead in a House commanded by such
a Minister, but a reality—the head -of the
"Commons —the first Commoner —really
their Speaker — to guide deliberations,
defend privileges, and make their voice
felt in the government of the Province.
Earhest and conscientious in the discharge
of duty, leaving to others the frivolities of
society and care for private concerns, every
thought of his life became devoted to pub-
lic affairs, and to thoroughly fitting him-
self for his high trust in the coming storm,
looming up in the immediate future like the
clouds preceding a whirlwind. He held
place, not for its honors or emoluments,
but, rising to the dignity of position, he
felt that he should be what he truly was,
the grand tribune of the people; and deem-
ing the honor and dignity of that people to
be involved in the respectability of their
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than twenty years. that no friend had ever
anything to blush for or defend in acts of
His high honor always re-
flected honor on his supporters.

In 1818 he was united in what proved to be
the happiest of marriages, with Mademois-
elle Julie Bruneau, eldest daughter of Pierre
Bruneau, Esq., merchant, of Quebec, and
Member of Parliament for that city. Super-
ior in intellect and education and personal
attractions, endowed with a rare prudence,
she was through life the best of wives and
the best of mothers. A true woman,
neither too forward nor too retiring, a
devoted companion and wise counsellor,
sympathizing in every thought of her hus-
band, his ideas were her ideas, his friends
her friends. With admiration for his cha-
racter, and full faith in his future, she clung
closely to him during his stormy Parlia-
mentary career, followed him cheerfully in
exile to endure its privations, and, when
domiciled in his Ottawa retreat, she was
there rejoicing in his relief from cares, and
continuing to exhibit with him, as they had
from the beginning, a most perfect example
of all that is excellent and to be admired
in every relation of married life. Happily
she lived till the storms had passed away,
and their sacrifices were unfelt, to enjoy a
few years’ quiet repose and tranquility in
their.last home, where she saw the idol of
her affections privileged to that rest and
dignified leisure for which his soul had
long yearned, with those cherished com-
panions—the books of his favorite authors
—around him. At Montebello, onthe 18th
August, 1862, when apparently in her usual
exceilent health, surrounded by her chil-
dren and grandchildren,” she was suddenly
stricken down, and alter half an hour’s
illness, calmly her spirit winged its depar-
ture from a world that her whole life had so
adorned. '

With the arrival of the Ear! of Dalhousie,
in June 1820, commenced a new Parliamen-
tary era. The offer made by the Assembly
in 1810 to provide for the whole Civil List,
always supplemented by drafts on the Bri-
tish Treasury, had been acceptad in 1818,
and our Parliament was now, when there
was a deficiency of £22,000 1n the Provin-



