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and pig iron producers, who are working
continuously, cannot keep pac with re-
guireinents. New business is checked bv
the high prices which are denanded,
imany producers being unable to promise
delivery until well into the iew year. The
consumptive denand is steadily expand-
ing. Northamptonshire forge was very
firm at 49s. to 50s., and Derbyshire com-
nanded up to 52s. Makers of Stafford-
shire cinder iron would not accept less
than 45s. 6d., and for part-mine from 48s.
to 50s. was asked. All-mine was 5

6
s. to

57s. 6d., and cold blast 92s. In the fin-
ished iron departnent the tendency is to-
wards greater strength. There is a verv
great probability that at the first meeting
in the new year unnarked iron will be
advanced another 5s. per ton to meet the
increased cost of rav iaterial. The mini-
mni price of common iron is £6 ios.,
and an order for 8oo tons was refused at
less than £6 12s. 6d. Merchant bars are
£6 i5s. to £7. Best bars remain at £8.
It is unlikely that they will be altered next
quarter. There is an exceedingly good
demand, and prospects are encouraging.
Steel makers could not be better situated
as regards output, and they have not
iiuch to complain of in the matter ofPrices. Basic bars are £7 to £7 2s. 6d.,
anl girders £6 5s. to £6 1os.

South Wales Iron and Steel.-A fair
'Inouit of business continues to be done
]i tinplates. though stocks at present are
rather heavy, amounting to 216,000 boxes.
but this is due principally to the non-ar-
rival of tonnage. Prices are steadily main-
tained, finished black plate, for whiclh
there is a good demand, comimanding
fronm £8 to £8 5s. and Canadas from £7
to £7 5s. per ton. The high outwardfreigit demanded by shippers nakes it
verv difficult to do business with the Cali-
fornian and British Colunbiani markets."Our miills have been restarted at Wor-cester works. Morriston, and prospects intilis district are brighter than for several
"ears past. The steel works are all very
)usy. In the Swansea district alone 20
miielting furnaces are at work, and the

largest blast furnace at the Tredegar Com-
pany 's works, after being idle for seven
\cars, is once more being prepared for
î>lOWing in. Steel bars, thougli nominally
1llioted at from £4 12s. 6d. to £4 15s.,l'a\e a slight downward tendencv. Thereis nochange in rails, billets, or sleepers.rorapid decine has taken place ii pig
ir011 and iixed numibers of henatite areOffering at 58s. per ton. Very little ironlas beeil received from the Cumberland
istriet during the week. bit arrivais ofSpa i -i1 ore have been unusuaily heavy,
erOuIting to over 22.000 tons. The îo

GoPerenit. export duty which tie Spanishi
will erient are about to impose on ores

,is said, add to the cost of pig ironis. Çd. per ton.
Bradford.-In the raw material business
'ery slow. A good deal of wool lias

'e sold forward at prices which are be-o V Yesterday's rates. aiid naturally users
rey buy under compulsion to meet their

an t necessities. Merinos keep firim,
s athoughi cross-breds are not in quite

wit good denand as last week. they are
ier out change. English wools are stead-

'ort botton prices, with perha>s rather
a -disposition to do business. Mohairdagain (uiet. and the only bids which

waters receive are coisiderablv below
duriat tley are inclined t,) take. In yarns

wightthe past week or ten days some fairceedihts have been takenl. at. hiwever, ex-
.36s. b - lOw rices. in twofold 40s. and
has, uta good deal of the business donc
i)ricesnever reached the soinner. Stili.

hat eaennot quite so irregtular. and tofrter tule tone of the market is
rdil tohairs are only quiet. It is

Nho cut t find nianufacturers in pieces%-h 0 are bsbh a fV. excent those engaged in. Nottin ancies and brie-h goods.
1s Rener a •Lace and Hosierv.-Trade

side Christmas The millin-

ery lace department shows fair signs of
animation. Valenciennes and imitation
torchons sell perhaps as well as.most, but
there are no novelties. Embroideries and
trimming laces are duli. The curtain de-
partmnent is moderately employed, but by
no ineans busy. The silk departments are
ail dull. Plain goods, mosquito nets, bob-
bin nets. tulles. etc., are in strong demand,
and rates are firni. Makers-up of fancy
goods complain of lack of orders. The
lhosierv branches are diin<z pretty well.
Merino and cashmere hose and hailf hose
sell well. Natural wool underwear hangs
on hand. but merino and cashmere articles
have been selling. The cotton denartment
is quiet al] round. Little is doing in yarns.
and there is no change in rates.-Glasgow
Herald. December 16th.

SEWING SILK ADVANCED.

At a meeting of the sewing silk and
machine twist,-manufacturers. held in New
York. some days ago. according to the
N.Y. Journal and Bulletin of Commerce,
the following resolution was passed:

"Whereas, In consequeace of the re-
cent great advance in the price of raw
silk. it is hereby-

"Resolved, That on and after this date,
December 8th, the prices of ail machine
twist and sewing silks be advanced 10
per cent. over present prices."

The prices of raw silk have shown an
upward tetidency for some time, but the
announcement made yesterday that quo-
tations had been advanced 10 per cent.
came as a surprise to manufacturers.
While this advance was expected. it was
not thought it would take place so early.
The general advance was delayed by the
election. but dealers in raw silk have de-
cided that the action can be no longer
delayed. The visible suoply of raw ma-
terial is stated to be comparatively small.
and the prospects for a large demand
fr om manufacturers, lias caused the ad
vance.

According to manufacturers of piece
gûods and sewing silk the advance in raw
mnaterial is likely to be followed by a still
further rise. which will necessitate the
raising of prices on manufactured goods
to a higher level. An effort is being made.
it is alleged. to advance the price of piece
gcods and ribbons, which will be affect.

ed in the same manner by the increased
cost of raw silk. It is the opinion of
nmany commission agents that the advance
in twist would have been announced even
if no higher quotations had been made
on the raw material. It has been recog-
nized for some time that the low-selling
prices for silk thread did not permit of a
fair profit to the dealer. and the rise of
prices abroad furnished a good pretext
for raising the valuation of domestic
manufactures

LIVERPOOL PRICES.
Liverpool, December 29th, 13.30 p.m.

s. d.
Wheat, Spring ................................. 6 2
Red Winter .................................... b 4
No. 1 Cai........................................... ...... 0 0
Corn ................................................. ....... 4
Peas ............................................................ 5 lu
Lard ............................................................ 28 3
Pork ............................................................ 50 0
Bacon, heavy............................................... 28 0
Bacon, light................................................... 27 6
Tallow ......................................................... 21
Cheese, new white...................................... 48 0
Cheese. new colored................. ................. 49 u

The Canada Accident Assurance Co.
Head Offile, MONTREAL.

A Canadian Company for Canadian Business.
ACCIDENT and PLATE GLASS.

Surplus 50% of Pald-up Capital above all liabilities
-including Capital Stock.

T. H. HUDSON, R. WILSON SMITH,
Manager. President

Toronto Agts.-Medland & Jones, Mail Bldg.

Insurance Agents-
INCREASE YOUR INCOME BY
REPRESENTING

The Insurance Agency Corporation
of Ontario, Limlited

Loans on Life Insurance Policies.
Life and Endowment Policies purchased.
Premiums on Life Insurance Policies payable, when

desired, in monthly instalments.

Officers and Directors:
President, W BARCLAY McMURRICH, Q.C.

Vice-President, W. E. H. MASSEY.
Directors-Col. the Hon. D. Tisdale, P.C., Hon.

Lyman M. Jones, A. E. Plummer, Geo. H. Roberts,
James Hedley, Hugh Ryan, Z. A. Lash, Q.C.

Superintendent, W. H. HOLLAND.
Managing-Director, GEO. H. ROBERTS.

1he Mctropolitan Life
Insurance Co. of New York

"THE LEADING INDUSTRIAL COMPANY OF AMERICA,'"
15 RBPRBSENTED IN

ALL THE PRINCIPAL CITIES OF THE UNITED STATES AND IN CANADA.

THE METROPOLITAN is one of the oldest Life Insurance Companies in the United
States. Has been doing business for over thirty years.

THE METROPOLITAN has Assets of over Thirty-Five Millions of Dollars, and a Sur.
plus of over Five Millions.

THE METROPOLITAN pays Two Hundred Death Claims daily, and has Four Million
Policy -holders.

THE METROPOLITAN offers remunerative employment to any honest, capable, in-
dustrious man, who is willing to begin at the bottom and acquire aknowledge of the
details of the business. He can by diligent study and practical experience demon-
strate his capacity and establish his claim to the highest position in the field in the
gift of the Company. It is within his certain reach. The opportunities for merited
advancement are unlimited. All *needed explanations will be furnished upon appli
cation to the Company's Superintendents in any of the principal cities.

BRANCH OFFICES IN CANADA:
Hamilton, Can.,37 James Street South-GEo. C. JEPsON, Supt.
London, Can., Duffield Block, cor. Dundas and Clarence StS -JOHN T. MERCHANT, Supt.
Montreal, Can., Rooms 599 and 58 Board of Trade Building, 42 St. Sacrament St.-CHAs. STANsFIELD !Upt
Ottawa, Can., cor. Metcalfe and Queen Ste., Metro litan Building-FaANcis R. FINN, Supt
Quebec Can., 195 St. Peter's St., 19 Peoples Cham Josapu FAvRaau, Supt.
Toronto Can., Room B, Confederation Building -Wu. O. WAsmeupx, Supt
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