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understand thecy have hîad nîo sinecure. If we hiave tirne to carry
out the work -epresentcd in the programme I ain quite sure the
meceting will bc most intercsting and instructive, and 1 venlture to
hope one of the most ,:uccessful in the history of the Association.

]3cforc 1 go further I %vishi to extend to our guests from abroad
thc i'ight hand of cordiality and to say to thern that I do not knowv
the mneibers of the profession residerit in Toronto arighlt if by any
chiance thcy fail i being mnade to feel wvholIy at home. WVC invite
themi to takze part iii our discussions-giving us the Iighit of their
experielice.

Indcd, tic hiighiest succcss of suchi a mreeting as this caiî only
bc attained wlieîi evcry inember feels it his duty to contribute wvhat
lie cati to the discussions. Innate rnodcsty is ail very %vel1, but
here wce arc a band of scarcliers a-.fter trutlî, burning i'itlî desire to
know% all that cati be kiiowî as to the best rnethods of battling with
disease, of relieving sufïcring, andi of saving hurnatn life. It is not
rncli short of a crime if any r-netnbcr, throughi modesty, kceep silexît if
lic lias any knowlcdge to irnpart. Lt znay not bc necessary thus to
encourage our brcthr-cii froni the larger centres to speak iii the dis-
cussions ; the), arc accustorncd, as teachiers in the schools or mcmn-
bers of the varions niecical societies,' -o discuss any subjeet. But I
do ivish thiat the mnembers frorn flic country be not tao modest;
their isolation compels thcen to be kceen observers and neccssarily
self-reliant, and I arn quite sure the discussions will gain in interest
if thcy takec a fair- share iu theni.

Wc have entercd a nev century. Contrastei with the state of
Medicine at the beginuiug of last century wvhat vast advantages we
possess! The discovery of anesthesia about flic middle of the last
century and of the proper use of antiscptics twventy years later, and
of the real meaning of surgical cieaiîliness at a still later period,
liave opened a %vide field for advancemeut in wvhich this century
hias grand opportunities to make medical lîistory. If we fail to
make even greater progress than lias ever yet been made wc must
consider ourselves less ýtuciions, lcss observant and less capable
than our predecessors.

Surgery is nov almost wholly different from wvhat it wvas twenty
years ago. There are prominent and successful surgeons wvho
affect to despise the great attention given to antiseptic details
which others thinkc essential ; but this rnuch is truc of all every sur-
geon aims at being aseptic, if not antiseptic, in lus methîods. The man
whîo is fithlful to the idea of asepsis, even if hie lauglîs at the use of
rubber gloves in operations and makes liglit of other details, is still
influenced unconsciously by the teaching of the great Lister. Lt is
truc that althoughi the ritual which was once thought essential is
fast disappearing, the resuits obtained under present methods are
equally as good.

In Medicine the immense benefit to the haman race by the dis-


