THE TRUE WITNESS AND CATHOLIC GHRONIGLE, JULY 6, 1892.

FATHER

DAMEN.

Rloquent Lecture by te Great Jesuit in Brooklyn

A Multitude of Protestanis Seated within the Altar Rails—The Catholic Church
alone True—A G@reat Subject Discassed with Power and Unction—The
Church, pot the Bible, the True Rule of Faith—The Vagaries
and Absurdities of Protestantism—No Salvation
outside the Catholic Church.

Some time ago the Jesuit TFathers,
under the lead of Father Damen, opened
a mission at St. John's Church, South
Brooklyn. The mission was 1 success,
in every way—as are all \he missions
conducted by the Jesuits. Father Damen
announced that be would speak on the
claims of Catholicity. and would prove
that “the Catholic Church is the only
true Church of God;” and an immense
multitnde gathered 10 hear him. The
church was thronged—there was not
even comfortable standing room; and
many persons were unable to gain ad-
mission at all. In the sapnctuary were a
number of the clergy, and over a hun-
dred Protestants :—

“He that believeth anit is baptised
shall be saved: but he that believeth
not shall be condemned."—Mark. 1o
chap., 16 verse.

DEARLY BeroveDd CHRISTIANS:

On List Thursday night I spoke to you
on this text of Qur Blessed Savicur, and
you 2aw then that when He sent out His
apostles and diseiples with the commis-
sion to teach all nations of the earth, He
1aid down the conditirns nf etern! salva-
tion, and He said; - Ife that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved; but he
that believeth not shall be condemned.”
Or, as it reads in the Protestant
version of the Bible: ** He that bLe-
lieveth not 1= damneld.” Hence, Faith
iz necessary to salvation. and withont
Faith there is no salvation.
Paul the apcatle says: ~ Without faith
it is impossible to please God.” I have
explained ail thisto you on Thuralay
night, Now, then, what kind of faith
must & man have in order to be saved ”
Will any kind of faith saveaman? Is

it a matter of inditference what religion

a man professes and what he believes?
Is it not suflicient that he be a good man,
a moral man, a charitable man, a bene-
volent man ? No, that is not envugh.
FAITH 1S POSITIVELY COMMANDED.
It is not a matter of indifference what
religion a man professes. He i3 bound
to profess the religicn establishied by
God. Man is just as mueh bound
believe whit God teaches, as he is bound
to cbey what God commands. God has
a right—as the infinite wislom that can-
not be deceived, and the intinite truth
and veracity that cannot deceive—He
has a right to be believed when He
teaches. God, therefore. has aright, and
He claims the right, that He shall be
believed whenever he speaks or teaches.
If it were a matter of inditference what
a man believes or what religion a man
professes. then it wonld be wseless Tor
Gol to make any redigl n for -, ‘
had liborty either 1o aceept orre
teachings of Geal, what nee 1o
come here upen carih or ta tes
truths and certain doctoines s
for Him to =end ot Lis ay
cemmand to teackh Al
earth”” The apeis
and to teach
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gavs He in =t Mathew.
fore. aml teach all rations
them in the pame 0 the Fathe:
the Son and o the Hooy Guoer, o
then {0 chagrve all il Winitgaever |
have commanded v Henee
CHRI=T L1M2 ANDOING
His apastles to eeach and teach or.-
thing that they lear from Divine [y«
and His apestles aie not i Sherty
teach or to preach anything they migi:
fancy : they were bound 1o proach., o
necessity. what they Lad learn Dom dd
lips of Jesus Clirdst. and Ly divine inspis
atien, and nothing exe. Hence, my
dear pecple, it Is nct a matter of inditer-
ence what religion a man prid
what a man believes, provided e he a
good man. He is bound to belleve the
revelation of Gud, the teaching of Giead :
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and if he doez not he shall never se¢ the !

face of Goid—he szhall never be saved,
sed has no hope of salvatien. Is that
pot reasonable? s it not reazonable that
% man should believe, and iz bound to
believe, what Gud teachea? Wiere is
the man in his senges—I care not what
religion he professes 1o follow—where is
the man if he has any pretence to Chris-
tianity at all, but will admit that we
must believe what God teaches ? Not to
believe what God teaches is
TO INSULT GOD.
It is to outrage God, it is to call into
question the wisdom and veracity of
God. Don’t you feel insulted when any
one calls into guestion your veracity,
when any cone calls into doubt what you
eay ? You are relating a story, and some
one is listening to you, who says after
ou have finished : “Now, sir, I can’t be-
ieve what you say.” “ Do you mean to
tel me I e?” “XNo; I mean to say I
don’t believe what you say.” ‘“Then yvon
mean to 8ay I am a liar.” Don’t you feel
insulted—is it not an outrage > %o with
God. If we doubt anything which God
has revealed, that is an insult to Him. It
is calling into question either His in-
finite wisdom or his infinite ver-
acity. We are therefore bound, my
dear penple, to believe all the revela-
tions of God, all the teachings. For, if I
should believe nine truths whichh God
has revealed, but doubt of the temh
truth, then I insuit God just as much as
if T denied the whole ten; and, therefore,
I would be guiliy ; as the apcstle sayvs :
“He who iz guilty of one is guilty of
all.” If I believe nll of the truths that
God has revealed with the exception of
one, then I call into question the truth-
fulness or infinite wisdom of Ged. [
.shall nct dwell upon this any longer.
< . _THE GREAT QUESTION
now ig: If I am bound to believe what
‘€od teaches, under the pain of elernal

For as 3t.

damnation 2 Then God 1s bound to give
me the means of knowing what He
t teaches. God is a just Ged, a fair God, a
| reasonable God ; and He wiil not claim
anvthing which jt is not necessaty for
me to comply with. What is the means
that God has given us, to know what He
teaches > “The Bible,” the Protestants
says, “‘the whole of the Bible, and noth-
ing but the Bible,” and we Cathulics
say : “Not the Bible sir”” The Bivle is
a holy hook, the Bible is the language of
inspiratin, but yet, with all that, it is
not the Bible that God hasgiven toman
a3 a teacher. For, if God had left man
to preach and tolearn his religion from
Hisbook, He would have given that book
to man from the beginning. Christ es-
' tabiished his church before he left the
earth, but he dil not give the Bible {o
; man. The church was establizshed and
! was spread over all the earth befure a
i line of

!
{

THE NEW TESTAMENT

i was written. =t. Matthew was the first
. ome that wrote, and he wrote seven vears
c after Christ had left this earth.
Mark was the second one. and he wrote
ten years after Christ had left thiz earth
—at the special request of same Catho-
lics at Rome, St. Luke was the third
one, and he wrote hetween twenty-four
and  twenty-five years after Christ
s had left the  earth.  St. Luke
'was the disciple and companion of
St Peter the ajewtle ; he followed =St
Peter everywhere : and all that S, Luke
knew ahout Chri<t was what he learnel
from the teaching of =t. Peter. And he
wrote his gaspel for the benetit of one
single individual : forin the very first
chapter of his guspel, he tells yvu he
wrote for the benelit of one named
Thecphilus. St. lohn wrote his gospel
sixty-three years alter Christ had len
this earth, and 3t. John, perhaps, would
never have written but at that time
there arose a heresy which denied the
Divinity of Christ. Then all the apostles
had died, martyrs a'ready for the faith.
St Johm was the only surviver of the
apostles : so the Christians of Asia pro; -
osed to him and bezeed of him ‘to write
something on the Divinity of Christ, and
St. Jehn did sn,  writing his gospel to
prove that Christ is God.  Finallv, St,
Juhn wrote the “Book of Revelatinng,”
as it is called in the Protestant Dible, ar
az it is ealled in the Cathalic Bible. the
“Book of the Apocalypse.”” Nuw. that
made sixty-five vears after Chri-t hal
! left this earth, when the Bihle was comp-
Vleted. Adready the chinrel of Jesuz, the
Cathiclic charch, was establishedall over
the carth: ow'y then  the  Bibde was
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1800 years ago. .
Well, during these first three centuries,
how did the Christians know what they
had to believe and what they had todo
to save their souls? Did they know it
by the reading of the Bible? Why, no!
for they did not know what Gospels con-
stituted the Bible, whether it was the
Gospel of Simon, 1he Gospel of Nico-
demus, the Gospel of the Infancy of
Jesus, or the Gospel of Mary. It was
not until
AT THE €QUNCIL—

called by the Pope—that it was decided
what constituted the Bitle. Hence,
they could not take the Bible for their
light, for their teacher, as they did not
know what really was the Bible. Not
only for three hundred vears was the
world left without the Bible, but for
fourteen hundred years; before the art
of printing was invented, as [ explained |
to you last Thursday night; and now 1
want to repeat a few words which I said
then. . .

Before the art of printing was in-
vented—that was abont the middle of
the fiteenth century, or 100 years ago—
books were rare things; they were cortly
things. and not one in ten thousand
coulll proenre himself a Bitie. There
was many a priest, even, who had no
Bible at that time. Martin Luther was
a priest when he saw a Bible for the nrst
time, and he opened his eyes when he
That was in the sixteenth cen-
tury, mind: and ke says himself in his
writings that when he found the Bible
he opened it with great eagerness. and
he found it was chained.  Bibles in those

days were 5 crstly, s precious, that

why shenld he have left the world for|

fourteen hundred vears withont that
unfair and
Ir it were

his

book? It wou'd have baen
unjust in God it he should.
in Ged's law that man had to learn

religion, and had to leam what he was
believe under the pain of damnation,
feom that book, it wuu'd have besn un-
fair and unjust wn the part of God nut to
have given that bock to man. But let
u: pass over all [ said on Thursday night.
Let ussuppose fura moment that ali
had the Bible from the bezinning, we
wiuld then have tesuppose that all knew
how to readit,—and now ¢ven in the 10th
century, one half of the inhabitans
of the earth cannot read at all; and wiat
god is a baok to a man or woman who
does notknow howtoread 1t '—Is that
sutticient ferthem? Thenagain.the Bille
was written in Hebrew or Greek. Weil
now yon don't know either Hebrew .r
Greek. But youwsay: "We have taine
<latinns of It 1n all the languages of the

earth.” How do you knew whethor
these transiations are correct . How o

voir know whether that fsa faithiag tran:
siatien”  And i ven huve ot
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detnend-. know o dav e
: iromy the teaching of the
Choel Godoand they had no other
m-an- of knowing,
o Mereaver even then, sixty-tive vears
i after Cleizt Lad leit this eanth, the Bib'e
Was not put tegether. It was not in one
buox yet; there were fragments and va-
nous parts of the Bible—some of them
fn Asia, some of them in Furope, and
some of them in other parts of the world,
They had to be collected in order to be
. put together. But, at the :zame time,
© there were a great many fa’se seriptures
. In circulation. There was the Gospel of
i Simon. the Gospel of Nicodemus, the
Gosrel ¢f the Infancy of Jesus, the Gospel
of Mary—all these false gospels were in
' circulation, and the people did not know
‘ which of them were true and which were
t false. Even the most learned did not
! know which of them were inspired, and

I

i which of them were only the
| fancy of man. It  was not
until the Fourth Century, or over

[ 300 YEARS AFTER CHRIST

"hed left the earth, that the Pope of
Rome assembled all the bishops of the
world and the Jearned men of the church
of God in council, and in that council it
was decided that the Bible should con-
sist as we Catholics have it now—not aa
you, my dear Protestant iriends, have it,
for we don’t recognise your versinn at
all. Only then, over 300 years after
Chriat had lelt this earth, was it decided
that the Catholic Bible, which we have
now. is the word of God, i3 the language
of inspiration; and that the Grspel of
Rimon, the Gospel of Niendemus, the
i {vospei of the Infuney ot Jesus, and the !
i (Gospel of Mary—![ have copies of all |
these)—were talse and spurions and not
inspired by Gaad. Hence, fur three hun-
y dred vears, the worid was left without
t the Bible: men didn't even know what
constituted the Bible, Well, now, I ask
vou, my lear Protestant friends, and es-
peaally the intelligent and informed
ones,—during these three hundred years,
was the world Christian, were thers any
real, genuine Christians? “Why,” say
all Protestants, “the Church of God was
then in all her purity; during these
three hundred years the Church of God
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Trese are vour bearned en, thise aro!
vour own bishory, thes2 are your vwn:
preachers. the learned among you that
know the ol lungnages: they  have!
studied Hebrew and Greek, and they tel.
yoarthat your Protestant version n! the
Bibleis fuil of fauits and full of errors.
Well what have vautogo by 7 Let us
suppose fur a moment that vou have a
correct translation of the Bible. then you
can never be surc tha: you have thetrue
meaning of the scriptures, (The Bible
my dear people, i3 a very diticult hook
to be undemsiond.)  How shall you as-
certain that vou have thetrue meaning
of the Bible ? for when you have not the
true meaning of the Bible, vou have not
the word of Gl “Why " say some of
my enthusiastic Protestant friends, " why,
my dear Father amen, the Bible i3 so
plain a book that there is not a man or a
woman who can goastray in it.””  Well,
there are a great many that go astray in
it. It is so plain a book, they say, that a
fool can understand it, Al that [ can
say ig, there must be a great many fools
in the world ; for now, my dear friends,
there are some

THREE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-THREE
FERENT PROTESTANT CHURCHES,

in the world—353, and all of them read
the Bible nll take the Bible for their
guide,and all form from the Bible’s doc-
trines, conclusions in opposition and in
contradiction of each other. Arealltrue?
One sect says : “There must be Bishops
and another says : “ Bishops area hum-
bug " and they all have the Bible as their
teacher. Onesaysthere is a hell; an-
other says there is no heil at all.  One
says Christ is God, and anothersays He
is not. Areallof themtrue 7 All of them
take the Bible for their guide. The cry
isthe Iible! The Bite ') The Bible ' 1!
It is the Bible that says to one: “ Bap-
tize ;” and to another : “Don’t baptize at
all,” To one : “There is a hell 27 to an-
other: “There is no hell”” Does God say
Ifhe does, He is not a
Godl of truth. “Weil,” says my Methodist
friend, “Well, sir, it is becanse they do
not read the Bible pravsefully.  If they
did read it prayerfuliy, we would all
have the same gsentments and the same
truths.” Here wesee a man, a prayerful

DIF-

Gul. And the Presbyterian minister, who
learned man, a sincere and prayverfuil is a
man, from the reading of the Bible comes
1o the conclusion that Episcopalianism s

depart frem the word of Gl

again of water and the Holy Ghost Lie
cannot enter tne Kingdon of Gad Don'e
vou
wian must Le ol necessiky bapil
the Bibie dues not say anythine abont |
tire wonian.”
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reformed too much, sir, you have gone
too far in the reform, and have n.thing
left of Christainity at all.” The Baptist
iz a learned man, sincere, hrnest and
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rayerful, and he says tothe Episcopas-
1anand the Presbyteiian :
“Yor ARE NO CHRISTIANS
at all,” “Why 7 Because,”  answeis mgter :
the Baptist, “yeu are mt baptzed” tstisution amd the Surroms
“Oh, ves” savs the Episcupalian, 1 United States, they it nntsay to the
was baptized by sprinkiing” Save the Anmerdean pesple r 7o the eols
Baptist: [ was baptized in a ol 7 Here is the Cors
vours s no baptism at all, unless v aze [ Supreme Law—now
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INFORMATION Wiy

lOf and correspondence solicited.

*orrural
i Cattle, Fenits and Cotton. No blissangg: -
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Texas is the land of y
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Address : REV. JOHN F. COFFEy
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Fumniture !

We have on hand aline nf Bed-room

and Dintng-room Furniture which
wo ofer at priees cheaper than o
any resiar furniture house In Mon-
treal. A~ furniture i< uot our regular
Yol nees e will give ¥ou goods
cheap-r ev. nthan al auctions, See
e Lk B hefore purchasing,

JOHN LORIGAN,

Mantel and Grate Manufacturer,
153% Notre Dame street.
P.R—Chiespest Ded-room Saitesluthe ey,

Cures pallentsa of il
Disegses by letter or ime

DL FULTON

Hours, 1 tolv p.m.
Bell Telephone33st
Residence, 2444 Nt, Catherinestreet,

as THE BEST and THE ONLY G
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BRODIE & HARVIE'S

Nell-Raising  Flou

Housekeeperr should ask for it apd - -
segthal they get it 8l otners nre imittations,
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i, What was the conseagien -«
coud make no pr fession of ou
no ereed atall: they conlda’t agree in
anything; they coueln’t ag “n tne
suhject of baptism : they couldn’t agree
on the subject of Lell, for the Umiver-
salist wouud never believe in that bad
thing—heil, They could not agree even
on the divinity of Christ, and that, my
dear peaple. s the pivet on which the
whole machine turns. For i wedeny
the Divinity of Christ, and if there iz no
God, then there is no Ch:istianity atal.

Now, when they wanted to losertin
the profession of faith, that Chirist is G,
what could the Unitarians do btut deny
it! Sothey couldn't agree in asinge
point, except that there iz a Supreme
Being! And had they to go to London
to learn that there iz a Stipreme Being ?
They might just as weli go to the wiids
of the Rocky Mountains, and the Indians
would have taught them that much.
Now they say that they all agree in es-
sentinle; [ say they don't agree inany-
thing, they are cut off from civilization,
and  can  be nothing more than
the savages of the Western prairies
or mountains—there would not be a frag-
ment of Christianity left. Honce, they
aay: “ We all agree 1n essentials.”” Frum
this, my dear people, you =ee their priv-
ate interpretation of the Bible i= nut the
language of God 1o man or the teacher
of man, The Bible is the book of Gl
The Bible is the language of inspiration ¢

but we Cathoiles claim that vour ex-|
piination of the Bible is not the fangu-
age of Inspirntion, and your understand-
! bopeless.  Frun first dose

ingof the Bible is not the word «f GoaL! :
=) . " - Pl R =] ripidly disappear, and in ten 3
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Piso's Remedy for Catarrh 1s the
Best, Easlest to Use and Cheapest.

51d by drugglsts or sent by mail, 50c. §
E. T. Hazcltine, Warren, Pa., U. 8. A,

Ry
TREATED FRELE;
Posltively CURED with Veg.
table Eemedles, Have curcd
@iny thousand cases gailed

8 ¥ of tentimonials of mis
' ; A k felous cirs
spired by Almighty God, and we claim -ul.mz;:.?r‘f'é:xifgsgv?s?s‘zizflﬁgéa'-‘r?ﬂ.{-{!a’

that you have nut been cunstituted to
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HOLLOWAY'S PILLS.

Thin Great Househola Medicine
raoks amongst the leading
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Holloway’s Qintment.
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