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MONTREAL, FRIDAY, JUNE 10, 1853.

LXTRACTS FROM THE PASTORAL OF
THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN.
PAUL BY THE GRACE OF GOD AND OF THE APOS-
TOLIC SEE, ARCHBISHOP OF DUDLIN, PRIMATE

OF IRELAND.

To the Catholic Clergy and Laity aof the Diocese of
Dublin, .

We are (aught in the inspired pages of Holy Writ, |

that our life is a continual warfare upon earth; and
lis own experience must convince every individual of
the human race of the truth of this doctrine. But
i all have to encounter difficuities and trials, this is
in a special manner the portion of the disciples and
Jollowers of Jesus Christ, who, not being at the world,

unr participrting in its condemned and perverse max- |
jms, are the objects of the hatred of (he world and

of the children of darkness. % All those,” says St.
Paul, “ wno wish to live piously, shall suffer persecu-
tion ; and our Divine Redeemer belore lie ascended
1o Mis celestial kingdom, prepared His disciples by
Ilis prophetic admouitions to meet with patience and
resighation the trials prepared for them in their pil-
grimage throngh this valley of tears.

Tnstructed tn this way by our Divine Master,
knowing that Tlis purest and most devoted followers
are doomed to be the objects of the hatred and malice
of a wicked world, we cannot be surprised that we-
niaces of persecution and penal enactments are nosv

held out against the inmates of the religious houses

of this country, who are models of every virtue, edify
the world by the purity and perfeciion of their lives,
and illustrate in ali their actions the true spirit of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Tt is not necessary in ad-
dressing you, who are so well acquainted with these
institutions, to enter at any length into their merits.
You are aware that the nious ladies whe retire fvom
the vanities, and delusions, and corruptions of. the
world into these religious houses, devote themselves
assidaously to every exercise of piety, and to the
perfoerimance of every work adapted to secure their
eternal salvation, Whilst worldlings are engaged in
revelling and frivolous amusements, their prayers as-
cend night and day, like sweet incense, to the Throne
of the Lord, and bring down on a guilty world the
mercy of lleaven. God only knows how often the
fervor and perseverance of their petitions, and the
sanctity of their lives, have saved society from immi-
nent destruction, and preserved wicked and corrupt
cities fram the fate of Sodom and Gomorrha, which
would net have been destroyed if a few just men had
been found in them. They makea special profession
of chastity, that they may resemble the unspotted
TLamb ol God, and Ilis undefiled Mother, and pure in
body and spivit, may have the privilege of singing the
canticle, which none but virgins were allowed tosing
—(Ap. xiv,, 3.)  They renounce all dominion over
the things of this carth, that they may be like unto
im who lad not whereon to recline His Divine
head, and may aspire to the reward promised (o those
who leave the things of this earth for the Gospel.
“And every one that hath left house, or brethren, or
sisters, or father, or fother, or wile, or children, or
lands, for My name’s sake, shall receive a hundred
fold, and shall possess life everlasting.”—(Mat. xix.,
29.) But it is not the mere external things of earth
that they ubandon; they also renounce their own
will, and subject themselves to athers, that they may
imitate with greater perfection our Heavenly Master
—* Unless,” says He, “you become like little child-
ren in bumility and obedience, you shall not enter into
the kingdom of Ileaven.” Concealing under the
sitplicity of a child the effulgence of His Divinity,
Tle was submissive to Mary and Joseph, and, to give
us a more perfect model for imitation. Ie became
obedient 10 the death of the cross. Paganism was
ignorant of these lessons ; virginity, poverty, humility,
obedience, were never praised or practised by the
sages of antiquity. Tt isone of the most noble pri-
vileges of Christianity to have introduced and pro-
pagated the knowledge of such sublime virtues. Is
not the profession of them a spectacle worthy of
(zod, of men, and of angels? Should we not be
filled with admiration when we sce the frailty of hu-
man nature, assisted by grace, thus able to.triumph
‘over itsell and every earthly attraction?. Could any
man endowed with Christian feelinas think of ma-
ligning or persecuting such exalted victue and sublime.
perfection? Vet to the confusion of the world, and
the disgrace of those who are agents in the work of
darkness, the poisoned shafts.of calumny have heen:
often directed against those whose lives shed lustre.
on the Christian name. . :

Nor is it to be imagined that our religious camnmu-
nities, whilst attending to their own sanctification, and
aspiring to an unfading crown, are idle members of
rociety, and careless of the interests and wants of
others. No one but a stranger to these inslitutions
could fall into such a mistake.

humanity or of cliagity in which they. do not take a={

part.  Many of the Iadies-who devole;themselves to

There is no work of | .

religion occupy themselves in the care of the sick
and the dying ; you find them in the cabin of the poor,
tadministering relief and' pouring the balm of conso-
gla!.inn_ fato the afflicted heart, or by the bed of sick-
; ness, preparing the departing sou! for a happy eter-
"nity.  When the cholera was ravaging the land, they
i were in our hospitals night and day, inhaling the con-
 tagion of the place, and performing the most labo-
r1ious offices in service of those stricken by pestilence.
1 Ardignitary of ‘the Charch Establishment, who las
i now become the assaifant of these devoted females,
imay uot be able to appreciate their heroism, baving
instructed his own DMinisters at that time not to ap-
proach the infected, nor administer the rites laid
i dotwn in the Book of Common Prayer for the visita-
tion of the sick, lest they should bring conlagion
into their families: but their merits have been recog-
nised by all that is liberal and generous in this
cauntry ; and we nave often heard with pleasure that
in other regions Protestant cities did not besitate to
decree monuments to the Sisters of Charity who had
sacrificed their lives in' attending the victims of dis-
ease.  \Would to God that this generous spirit may
grow up among us, and that the day may arrive when
the poor and the sick shall find many institutions open
to rcceive them, wliere the zeal, the charity, and
devotedness of Religious Sisters mav cheer and con-
sole them. :

It would detain you too long were I to enumerale
the other public merits of our religious establish-
ments. - You are well acquainted with the services
rendeved by them to tire deal and the mute, the or-
phan and the widow ; you know that they afford an
asylum to many unprotected females, whom, preserved
from the contagion of vice, they instruct in the arts
of domestic life, and prepare to be useful members of
society. Dut, passing all these things over insilence,
what shall we say of their successful labors in the
cause of education? Their seminaries for the in-
struction of the higher classes can compete with
sintilar establishments in any country, and arc esteem-
ed and encouraged by ali the Catholic families of the
kingdom. The sacrifices they have made and are
daily making, to give a good religious and literary
education to the children of the poor, are above all
praise ; without fear of being contradictad, we may
assert that the modesty, the purity, the attachment to
veligion, and the many other virtues which distinguish
and adorn the females of Ireland are due, under
Heaven, to the zeal, and piety, and good example of
our religious communities.  Is it not then a matter
of great glory to the people of Ireland to reficet that
in the midst of their poverty and wretchedness, they
have been able to found such institutions and to bring
them 1o perfection?

But alas! the merits, the devotedness, and the
virtues of their pious inmates, are not sufficient to
protect them from the envy and malice of the enemy,
ever anxious to disturb the happiness of man, and to
excite feelings of bitterness and bigotry against the
good and the virtuous. Tlis is illustrated in the pro-
ceedings reported by the public press to have taken
place iu our legislative assemblies within this week.
That speakers unacquainted with Ireland, or who
never-visited a convent, and whose notions of a reli-
gious life were probably formed upon prejudices im-
bibed in childhood, or the misrepresentations of
enemies, skould complain of what they did not under-
stand, cannot be to us a matter of surprise.  Such
men perliaps are acting upon motives of benevolence,
and it may be expected that, when things are put to
them in & proper light, they will be accessible to the
force of truth.  But, whilst we are ready to make
allowances for false impressions and prejudices, our
astonishiment and regret are not to he concealed
when e consider the conduct of a high dignitary of
the Protestant Establishment, who, haviag been for
nearly thirty years a resident of this city, in the en-
joyment of tl:e ample revenues left by our Catholic
forefathers to this sce, and well acquainted by his
position with the advantages conferred upon the poor,
by the religious commumities of Ireland, did not he-
sitate to renounce his past professions of liberality,
and to become. the assailant of virtuous and pious
ladies who hold a creed different from his. His de-
sive to establish freedom of thought and religious li-
berty is so consistent that he would impede those
adinirable ladies from following the vocation which
they have received from Ileaven—devoting them-
selves in peaceful retirement to the salvation of their
own souls, or sacrificing their time to the promotion
of education, piely, and virtue, and exercising all
their -influence. to advance. the general welfare of
their sex..

But these ladies, forsooth, are incarcerated, and
detained within the convent walls against their wilt!
In reply to this pretension I might say—
1stly. That the greatest possible care .is taken to
give all candidates a full knowledge of a religious life

and it duties, and that.they are not admised to boly

profession until they have served a novitiate and a
period of probation, which, oftentimes are extended
over three years.:

2ndly. That it is strictly preseribed that no one
shall be professed unless previausly examined by the
Bishop of the diocese or his deputy.

3rdly. That the severest censures of the Church
are fulminated against those who would sacrilegiously
pretend to force any one to become a Religious
against her will.  And

~thly. That, even alter profession, permission to
relire is sometimes granted.  Such cases are rare,
because the force of conscience is powerful with the
true children of God, amd because the greatest pre-
cantions are faken by the Catholiec Clurch to preserve
the liberty of the individual belore profession ; but the
accasional relaxatious veferred to show how little dis-
position (here is on the part of the Church, to exercise
coercion ar restraint. Elowever, omitting all these con-
siderations, let me ask, does the anthor of this charze
forget the convents are in the middle of our inost po-
pulous towns and cities; that their doors are open 1o
all; and that if’ any of the inmates think fit to leave
their retirement, they are protected in doing so by
the laws of the country? This gentleman perhaps
{hiuks that it must be an intolerable burthen to eru-
cify one’s own flesh, with its vices and concupis-
cences, and to lead a holy life in the slade of the
sanctuary, far from the turmoil of the world. Tn
every walk of life individual cases of unhappiness
and discontent, incidental to human nature, may be
met with, cases, however, in which the individuals
would blush and shudder at taking advantage of the
sacrilegious liberty which a pharisaical sympathy
would offer them.  Are there not many instances in
which those who are engaged in the married stateare
dissatisfied, and would, if possible, break the bonds
that bind them? Nothing but a deep sense of duty,
and a fear of violating conscience, would induce
them to carry a yoke under which they find nothing
but aflliction and bitterness of heart.  That Nuns,
howéyer, are most attached to their state of life,and
most happy, is known to all who are acquainted with
them, When the leaders of modern revolutions de-
clared the Religious of France and Italy loosed
from their vows, their constancy was so great that
nothing should shake it. When Maziunt and lis
satellites, not wore han five years ago, under the
hypocritical pretence of promoting liberty of con-
science, opened the doors of the convents of Rome,
they could not induce one single individual to leave
them ; and when those pretended apostles of (reedom
confiscated the property of the Nuns, it was neces-
sary to employ force to drive them (rom their peace-
ful abodes, Were similar boons proffered te ow
Religious, they would reject them withqut hesitation,
and would esteem it the greatest calawity to leave
their happy cells. The reason is, that God has pro-
mised much peace to those who love His law ; glory,
lionor, and peace to every one that worketh good.

As far as the Religious sisters are concerned, they
will be little inclined eitlier to notice or to resent the
insinuations and dark hints thrown ouglt against
them; but the Catholic body caunot look on with so
muel indifference. Is there not a serious charge
levelled against them?  Ts not their sense of honor
and integrity impugned?  Are they not reproached
with being, like the ’agans, condemned by St. aul
for the want of affection ? For, if what is stated be
true—that is, if’ the Religious ladies in the convents
be incarcerated, and detained against their will, it
must necessarily follow that their parents, their bro-
thers and sisters, are devoid of- all feelings of affec-
tion, and have coolly submitted to see their relatives

detained in prison and oppressed, leaving the task of !

raising his voice in their favor, and of calling for
their liberation to the principal Protestant dignitary of
this city. And what are the grounds for thus insult-
ing and wounding the feelings of the most respecta-
ble Catholic families of Treland, who are happy to
maintain velatious of ‘intimacy with our religious
communities, and to see- their children educated and

received in them? Read over the speech attributed;
to this dignitary, and you will be obliged to conclude |

that no one, unless he were blinded by wounded
vanity, or led astray by a diseased imagination, would

hare ventured to propose penal legislation upon the.
A Doy, he stales, was severely.
beaten in some educational establishment, and -his.

alleged grounds.

parents were -obliged to call on the police to inter-

fere in the matter. Why are not -the names of. the.

persons given,.that we might understand the bearings

of the case,.or.test its accuracy, {orit may beastery.

fabricated by .some designing knave, and pawned on
the siaplicify of the narrator? . But supposing it to
be true, wliat has it to do with.convents? - The next
grougd is taken.from another story.equally important
as that referred to. A lady, it appears, had the mis-
fartune to ldase lier faith,.and become a member of a

 dissenting _sect., Alter some. time,- touched by the.

| grace of God and the stings of remorse, she returged

tto the true Church, and, by performing penance,
amply repaired the scandal she had given. It seems

that some of ber dissenting connections were so -
anxious to bind her to her errors, that they wished to

remove lier from all intercourse with Catholies, and

had’even paid har passage to some. place in Lngland,

where she would have no opportunity of lollowing the

dictates of her conscience. The Iady, it seems, de-

clined this kind offer in a letter .to Dr. Whately, and
prepured to retwn to the bosom of the Catholic.
Church rather than receive the assistance graciously

promised 1o her.

Now, what was there wrong in all this; or what had *
!religious communities to do with the case at all1—

I And again, why not wention names, and give an ac-
 curate statement of the fact, that it might be exam-
tined, and an apportunity afforded to some one to put °
it in its proper light? The respected digoitary in
question should reflect, that unless lie gives the names
i of the persons e refers to, the Catholics of Ireland -
will probably entertain serious doubts, not perhaps of -
his veracity, but of his discretion in examining the
truth of facts.

Having said so much upon this subject, you will -
allow me to divert your attention from it fora mo--
menl to another matter of great importance and ge- -
neral interest. Some, perhaps, are. not well aware
that the gentleman who displays such pious solicitude
for the Nuns of Ireland, and is so anxious to relieve
them {rom the obligation of observing the Evangeli-
cal counsels, has not been forgetful of other members -
of our society, but hias given much time to the com-
pilation of boaks destined to supply them with religi-
aus instruction, and to promote the spiritual welfare -
of their souls. 1 do not refer to the treatises he has
published under the title of “ Tirrors of Romanism,”
otherwise the errors of the Catholic Clrel, or to .
his other productions, in which ie has employed every
sort ‘of sophistry against cur holy doctrines. Pro- .
testants who adhere to the leading points of Chuis-
tian Faith, and support the views of the Anglican
Churcl:, inust admit that the tendency of these works .
is apparently to shake the general belief in the "Tri-
nity, in the Incarnation of the Son of God, and Hiy .
divinity, in original sin, the efficacy of Baptism, and
other cardinal maxims of Revelation. Ifad St. Paut
taught the doctrines contained in such works, he
need not have exclaimed, “ON! the depth of the
wisdom and knowledge of God, how incomprehensi-
ble are His judgments and inscrutable His ways [”
for hic would have found that mysteries had vanished, .
and that poor weak reason was to be the measure of
the infinite attributes of God. IBut these works are
destined Lo illuminate the minds of his own flock, and .
it is not our present business to complain of them.—
The work T wish to draw your attention to is a little
treatise on the fruth of Christianity, which it would
seem has been prepared principally for the use of
Catholics.  You may imagine how complete this
{reatise must he when it makes no mention of. the
Divinity of Our Lord, and never even hints at the -
existence of the one Ioly Catholic Churel,, the pil-
lar and ground of truth, whose testimony being re-
jected, every argument.in favor of Christianity would
be only a mackery and *a delusion. The general
character of this lit/le work is rather to excite than .
to remove doubts about the truth of our holy reli--
gion, and were it not miserably obscure in its sophis- .
try, it would undoubtedly be the cause of much mis-
chief. Protesiants themselves are so well convinced
of the dangerous tendency of this tract, that some
of them have declared that they would not allew it.
to contaminale the hands of their children.

1 liave two copies of this work now before me.—.
"'he one is entitled, « Lessons. on the Truthiof Chris-
tianity, being an Appendix to the Fourth Book of -
Lessons,” published by direction of the Commission-
ers of National Jiducation in Treland, sold by Curry, .
&e.: Dublin, 1850, -The author is said to have
stated that this edition, or rather a previous one cor-
responding to it, was examined and approved .in
Rome. This statement.is not accurate. The book
was examined in Rome, and not condemned, not be- -
cause it was not .worthy to be. condemned,. but be-.
cause tlere was an understanding at.that time that:
no one should be compelled to use it in our . schools,
or rather that-it would not be read by Catholics.

The second copy. before me is entitled, ¢ Introdue- .
tory. Lessons on Christian- Evidences.,” ILondon ::
John W. Parker, 1840. At page v. of the preface..
or advertisement, we read as follows : —¢ Another ad- .
dition of. this tract, somewhat altered, has been pub-.
lished by the National Education Board, under the .
title of ¢ Lessons on the Truth of Christianity.”—.
‘I'he two tracts differ in few places as to the arrange- .
ment of the arguments and in the form of expression, .
but not.in anything essential. Some persons prefers
the one edition and some the other. "I'lie board per-...
mits the use of either of them,in the National Scholtg,




