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o I.

TILE, BAPTLZED FAMILY.

(Concluded jrom our last.)

It hian already been intimated that these brothers went on
different voyages. J , 1o whom the foregoing letter was
addressed, went on board un  East Indiaman, bound to Bata-
vin awl Maailla. A yeur or eighteen months weee expect-
el ta clapse before its return,

Mr. and Mrs, It—— nover before felt so happy in the ab-
sence of their children.  T'hey belisved that their eldest son
had truly given his heart to God, and that the other brothers
were soriously impressed. They now experienced grent con-
?olntion in the thought, that they had given up their oflspring
In covennnt to Glod. Thoy could not but believe that God
would remembet his covenant, and mako them the subjects
of his saving and transforming grace.

Thera wero soverul occurrences in thd circle of their own
hdmo to cheer aml gladden their hearts.  Their two youngest
daughters, thd one twelve, the other ten years of age, had
given striking evidence of u ronewal of henet: More than o
year bad clapeed since this change had taken-plaee, and tho'
thiey ware s young, yet their altered and consistent lives gave
pleasing testimony that God had traly renowed them by his
Holy Spirlt.  Porhaps theso parents never folt that they hud
such nbundunt couse for geatitude, ns at this moment. They
could look’upen two of their children ns garnered up in glory,
and five of those that were left them; hod enrolled their names
amaong’ the followers of tho Liamb. ‘I'hough three of thoir

sons wéro now absent, they felt that they were under the .

gmm}iuh‘curo of Iliin who ruleth the caging of the sca, and
wakath its"-waves to praise him. They had frequent and
pleasing intelligence from G——— and N AndJ ,
who hat gone to the* Eust Indies, was expected in o fow
whceke.” At length, through the public papers, they saw an-
nouncell the arrival of tho ship in which ho sailed, at the port
of New York.. They were wailing with oager and anxious
solicitude 1o welcome him to thoe paternnl roof. 1In the course
of two or throo days “a lotter nrrived. It bore the post-mark
of Now York.' It mast be from J— , announcing his arvi-
val, and ‘stating tho time when they might expect that ho
would once more be with his beloved parents. With intense
interest Me, R broke the scal, and rapidly glanced his
eyatavertha linvs,  But no—it was not the hand—it bore
ot the signatura of J——t Mr, It—s—x read on; the lottor
deopt*from his hands, the tears volled down his chocks, and
he exclaimed;* The Liord guve, and ‘the Lord hath taken
away, bivesed be the nnme'of ‘the Lord 1" Oh! 'what a mo-
mwont of nnxiety was: this to (he family who were yot unnc-
quainted with the ront intolligenco the letter contained.

" Whatis jt~-what is it7” was tho enger inquiry.

* This letter,” snid Mr, R—ese; * ja-from-the ownor of the
vessel in which J——sgailed. “I'he vesscl has returned; but
F—— is not on board.” '

" Why t—where is ho?” was asked by many voices:

* 1n the bottom of tho sen 1" said the father, his hoart awel-
ling with emotions too big for utterance.

The scene that foltowed can bo better conceived than das-
cribod, Yot God was in the midst of them, and his comfrts
rofreshed their souls,

"The following fucts were communicated in the letter which
announced J 's doath, Tho crow had a prosperous voy-
ago to Indis, arrived in a good state av Batavia, where they
discharged their cargo, and were on their way to Manilla, in
the Chinn Sea, when there suddenly blew vpa heavy gale
and the vessel for a while was in some danger, Je—— wn;
on deck giving the men some orders in relation to putting the
ship in proper trim to weather the gule; when a tremendous
sen suddenly broke over tho deck, and swept him off in 0 mo-
mont. Every effort was made to save him, but in vain. Ele
nover rose to thesurface. No trace of his form could be found =
and the ship was obliged to go on her way, and leave young,
l.l-—-- toslumber in the depths of the ocean
tion morp.

When the firat gush of grief had passed away, the solemn
and startling’ inquiry came up in the minds of these parenis
SRS T wha.l state has J——— gono to his last account? He
was swepi into eternity without a moment’s warning ! Was

he prepared to go? Had his heart been renewed 1" These |

ware fearful questions. The clouds of darkness and uncor-
tainty scemed to gather thick around his fate. One single
vay of hape 10 lead them to believe that ho had gene to the
b.osom of the Saviour, would reconcile them to this dispensa.
tion, Mr, R geemed at once to gather that ray of lope
from God’a. covenanted promises. * This child,” said e,
* has long since been given upin covenant to God; and 1
b?vc faith tobelieve 1hut God di¢ changs his heart—-did make
him lnfly regenerate before he took him out of the world.”
!tutmg upen this hope, and fully belisving that the Most
High does all things well, he stayed his soul upon God, and
was at peace. The stroke, howaver, to the wounded mother,
wos more than she could well bear. Her health declined
and she seemed fast hastening to the grave, That wbicf:

) till the resurrec. |

pressec upon her heart from day to day like a load of ice,
was not the recollection thut her son was in the bottom of the
deep, with the sen-weced wrapt around his head ; it was not
that he had been swept into eternity so suddenly ; but that he
had gone without having left any evidence behing, that s
peace was made with Gud.

In a few weeks, the famiiy had the mournful satisfuction of
receiving the trunk, ond varions effects of J Every
serap of paper writien in bis own hand was corefully examin-
ed and sacredly preserved. At length they came acruss an
unfinished letter, carclessly shrown into his trunk, which ap-
peared to have been nddressed to his parents, and was evi-
dently written only » short time before his death.

Although | huve not been vbleto ohtuin the letter above al-
luded 10, the following communication fromane of his parents
will give the reader an idea of its contents,  The writer re-

muarks in reference to J

“ te bad been truined up in the Sunday School, and was
very intefligent on religious subjects. He fully realized that
he was o sinner agoinst God, und that the blood of Chiist
slone could vestore him to the divine favour. His views on
this subject were not of o general character; be believed thuy
he conld not be suved without u personal inlerest in the atone-
mert.

“ When he arrived from n previous voyage, his mind was
deeply aflected by the ehange he witnessed in his eldec bro-
ther, who had become an heic of life during his abseunce. e
remuined at home o few wecks, which affurded frequent op-
portunitics for conversation on the all.important subjeet, and
these opportunitics, | trust, were not lost. 1t was then sutis.
facrorily‘ascertuined that he was in the habit of praying daily ;
and that he was determined to make religion the grcut con-
cern of his Jife.

“ When he left the paternal home for the Jast lime, it was
expected that he would sail with his two brothers. The
pious parentmay imagine, but I shall not attempt to describe,
the emotions with which we looked forward to this event.—
W could not be unconscious that the lives of three beloved
sons would be involved in the fute of one frail burk, exposed
10 ali the dungers of the tempestuous oceun.  But we had, on
the other bund, u covenant-leeeping God to lock to.  T'o that
Gind we were enabled o commit the keeping of the souls and
the bodies of our boloved children,  But un unexpected inter-
position of Divine Pravidence, gave a different divection to
this emerprise; and vus decensed son sailed without his bro-
thers. At frot it scemed nsthough God might design the con-
version ol the two younger brothers, by the instrumentality

of the elder.  But it now appeared that he was tobhuve no mor-
tl hand to help him, that he might seek help divectly fromy
an almighty arm. Let us adoro the mercy of God, who, fore-
seeing the end from the beginning, thus provided most effuc-
tually to bring our deur Sun to look directly to himself for
salvation,

“1t is difficult, if not impossible, to convey to the mind of
anothar, the force of that evidence, that has satisfied our minds
that oar beloved son was truly in Christ Jesus before his death,
The letiee which we segret it is natin our power to send you,
was of o deeply interesting character, which, however, none
but his puremis could duly appreciute, as it related to several
things known only to them. The whole letter led us to be-
licva—yeca, left no-doubt’ on our minds, that he had become
supremely intercsted in the concerns of his soul, and that his
heart wus renewed by divine grace,”

The discovery brought to the sorrowing mother greater joy
than if there hod beon conferved upon her and her family a
title to all the fudies. It was as though her child had been
viised from the dead. The sunshine of hope again restéd
upan her brightening countenance. The change in the ap-
pearance of the whole faniily was strikingly observable; It
wus as though n dark clond had suddenly been rolled away,
and the sun had poured in all his effulgence upon the scene.
The languogoe of every individual of the family was, surely
“in the midst of judgment God remembereth mercy.” M.
R vow felt thut he had veceived vew and fresh proof
that where parvents give up their children in covenant to God,
in accordance to the divine will, those children will not be lost.
In rolation 10 his own children, he thought he bad every rea-
son to hope that the three whom God had taken from him
were in felicity, And of the soven that were left (o him, all
but two, in the judgment of chority, had been rcnewed in the
spirit of their minds. The various sBictions which this fa.
mily werg called to suffer, tended to deepen their piety, and
leod them to strive Lo live, as it were, every moment boneath
the ey of the Saviour. ‘This holy living, together with the
pious counsol he receivad, exerteda most sulutary inflhence
upon the mind of their youngost son, a lad only nine ycais
old, Seldom have I seen more decided and uncquivocal marks
of genuine conversion, sustuined by a corresponding and-con-
tinued change of deportnont, than were® munifest in this in-
stance.

There was only one of his family now that had not been
Lrought in, and ia relation to that one, Mr., R—— remarked
in a communication recently received:—

1 beliove that my confidence in the covenant promises of
Goad, has never been groater with respect to any one of our
children than- it now is respecting the one who has not yet, 1
foar, fully embraced the Saviour.”

Hore 1 wish the reader to pause, and ponder these facts:
for they arc well suthenticnted facts, If parents did give up
thair children, when they brought them to baptism, in faith;
if they held on to the promises of God in relation to their chil-
dren in afler life with fiem faith; if they reared up their off:
spring, not as though they were theirs, but God’s children ; if
they continued to believe and pray, and let the light of their
example shine uround the path of their offspring, would not
those offspring reulize all that is promised in the covenant?
Would they not become regencrate and spiritunl children of
the Lord? Cun a solitary instance be shcwn, where this—
all this has been dons on the part of the parents, nnd the pro-
mise of God has failed? Does not the baptismal service of
the Episcopal Church, then; speak a solemn note of warning
to purents—laying the sin of their children’s living and dy-
ing unregenerate, ut their door? Parents, think of these
things !

A DIALOGUE

BETWEEN 4 CLERGYMAN AND MIS PARISIIONER RESPECTING
SOME COMMON MIRTAKES IN RELIGION.
From the Cottuger's Visitor,

fflrrgymau. Good morning,
neighbour Grasby, thisday ?
Dariskioner. Poor man! he died last night, after suffering
great agony; Lut now he is at rest.

C. 1 hope it may be s0; but you know, James, heled o
very careless life, was very seldom atchurch, and brought up

James, have you seen your

P. It is 100 true, Sir, but he was very penitent et the lasl,‘
and I hope he has had his suffecings in this life.

C. 1 do not mean to pass any judgment on his final state;
God alone knows what took pluce in his mind; but will you
allow me to correct some mistaken notions which, from-your
mode of speaking, you seem to me to kold ?

P. Pray do, Sic, 1 shall feel much obliged to you.

C. Well, then, you suid, in the first place, you hoped he
wos at rest; what do you mean by his being at rest?

P. Why, Sir, you know he endured great pain for many
days, but now that he is dead he feels it no more.

€. If that be all, 1 fear we can scarcely call it rest; it is
true, that the budy is now at rest, but you must remember that
the soul is the principal part of the man. Suppose your body,
James, was in pecfect health and case, but your mind over-
whelmed with care, vexation, remorse and despair, should you
be at rest?

P. O no, Sir, gaite otherwise; aad now I remember a text
from which you ouce explained this: “The spiritof a mun
will sustain his infirmity, but a wounded spirit who can
beor??  (Prov. xviii. 14)

€. Then, if n wicked man dies, his body is at rest, it is
true; but it is thesoul which feels joy or grief, happiness or
misery ; and there{bre the man is not at rest, but indeed in
great and hopeless misery.  You remewber, in the 16th chap.

suid, he was in torments,  And the beggar died, snd was al-
so buried, but ko went into AbrahanV’s bosom.

P. 1 perceive it, Sir; | see we are wrong in supposing
that o person a8 be at rest when he is dead.  He may be
in greuter misery than ever; und it is a very awful thought,

C. It is, indced, Juines, and 1 wish all people would re-
ficct, that as the soul dues not die, it must hereafter fecl hap-
py or wretched. I persons who are templed to destroy them-
selves would think of this, they would not, fur the sske of
avoiding present trouble, rush into cturnity, where they ore
sure to nndergo infinitely greater and endless misery.  And
if parents would reflect, that the chilklren whom they have
brought into life, und whom they love, must live for ever,
they would be mere anxious to bring them up * in the nur-
ture und admonition of the Lovd,” that they may be cternally
happy, than merely to teach them how to provide for the pre-
sent life, which is so shoit and uncertain,  But you also said,
you hoped your ncighbour had had “ his sufferings i this

und misery in the world 7’

P. The will of Almighty God, 1 suppose, Sir.

C. But God made man innocent and happy, and pronoun-
ced every thing he had made very good. God is a God of
love, and he can therefore tuke no pleasure in the aufferings
of his creatures.

P. Explain the cause, then, of man’s sulferings, if you
please, Sir,

C. Sin brought death into the world, with all our woe.—
The wages of sin is death, and sorrow, and pain. Now, if
yousaw a person suffering greatly in consequence of drirk-
ing or gluttony, or induiging any base uppelites, would you
sny that his sufferings atoned for the sins which produced
them? O, if yousaw a criminal enduring anguish and’poin
on the gallows, could you- properly suy thut these atuned be-
fore God for his sins.

P. No, Sir, I should- say they were the consequences of
them.

C. Very truo; and’instcad of being an atonement, they are
awful intimations, thet the full weight of Atmighty wrath
will fall upon the sinner; unless he traly repent and believe
in Christ Jesus, and receive him as the only atonement, in
the same way as the thicf on the cross did. Sufferings may
lead to repentance, und an earnest application to the Saviour,
but they can make no atoncment to Almighty God.

P. I understand you, Sir; but 1 bope, in the case of our
neighbour, they did produce repentance, for he was very much
alaemned,—ownud how wicked he had been,—shed many
tenrs, and promised a great reformation if he should recover.

C. Aslhave already observed,1do not mean to judge your
deceased neighbour ; but as 10 all the marks of repentence you
have mentionew, they may be, and often have been, produced
by the terrors of an awnkened conscience, and the fears of
death and judg ment, without any sincere repentanee, or real
sarrow for having offended God. 1 have met with many such
cages. 1 once wisited two persons, whose lives wers in con-
siderable dunger. They both expressed great remorse at their
past conduct; one of them trembled exceedingly ; and they
both made solemn promises of amendment if their lives should
be spared. 1 intimated, thot their lamentations arose from
fear, and their vows were made in dependence upon their
own strength; and 1 much fearcd, in case of recavery, they
would retucn to their gins, The result proved that my fears
were well-grounded ;—they both did recover, and returned
“ like a dog to his vomit, and like the sow that was washed
to his wallowing in the mire.?” " Let, then, these truths be im-
pressed on your mind :—Jirst, that the sinner who dics un-
pardoned and unchanged, instead of finding rest, enters upon
a state of etcrnal misery. Sccondly, Thatour sufferings here
are the fruits of sitn; and so far from preventing (uture punish-
ment, are only the forerunners of more awful judgmens, un-
less they lead to truc repentance. And Lastly, that trve re-
pentance beginning with a deep conviction of the crime of
sinning against God, produces godly sorrow and abhorrence
of sin, and leads a man to Jesus Christ, as the only hops and
Suviour of sinners, that through him he may find pardon, ang
may receive the gift of the Holy Spirit to sanciify his heart,
and prepare him for eternal happiness, if he should depart
hence, und should lead him to a love of God, and a constant
desire (0 serve him, if ke should be coniinued longer upon:
earth.
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GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD,

Enlightened by God’s Spirit, the eye of faith penetrutes
where reason could never enter; it discovers, in the mystery
of the incarnation, and that of the redemption, those good
things which flesh and blood unaided would vainly sesk to-
know. For the justification of the sinuer,a day’s-man was.
required to mediate between God and man.  This Mediator
must be God, invested with all his native dignity, to obtain
an access for us to the Father; wan, pactaking of our nature,
in order (o be & proper substitute for us;—God, whose merits
must be omnipotent ; man, in order that divine justice may
punish; and thus maintain its lawful right, Thus the mys-
teries of the Gospel are implicitly received by the Christian.
He is able to belicve that God, a Being of infinite love, has
deigned 1o take upon himself the form of man, in urder to
temper, as it were, and mitigate the majestic effulgence of his
glory, and in order to teach us to love that God who is su-
premely lovely. Ask no more, then, what has availed to

 his family in the same sad neglect of God and 1elicion
i T

unite in the person of Jesus Cinist, hcaven and earth, the hu.

of St. Luke, the rizh man died, and was buried, bat, it is:

world.” What is the cause of all the suflerings, sickness,|”

mility of the manger and the cross, with the awful grandeurs
of the divine Majesty ? ‘This isour only answer, drawn from
the mouth of divinity itself, “ GoD 80 LOVEP THE WORLD.”"—
8¢, Chrysostom,

EXTENSIVE SPRIT OF THE GOSPEL,

Linle indeed must he have partaken of the Spirit of the
Gospel, who, haviag once tasted of the iree of knowledge,
would withhold its precious fruits from less favoured comma.
nities. Little can he have felt of his own need of renewal by
the Spirit of righteousness, who is not zealous to impart the
offer of grace to those who have never so much as heard whe.
ther there be 26y Holy Ghost. Liule can he have entered in-
to the exceeding love of that Saviour who gave his life in our
steud, and by his own voluntary sacrifice made a propitia-
tion for the sins of the whole world, if he would not seek to
increase tae numbers of Christ’s visible Church on earth, and
teach the wanderers from his flock thatthere is “ one fold and
one Shepherd,” and that to him must the whole household of
the redeemed throughout all the casth be gathered.— Bishop
C. R. Sumuner.

HUMAN LIPE.

Lonk, then, upon this world asone wide ocean, where many
are shipwrecked and irrecoverably lost——more are tossed and
fluctuating ; but none can«zecure to themselves, for any incon-
siderable time, a future undisturbed culm. Theship however,
is still under sail ; and whether the weather be fuir or foul, we
are cvery minute making neaver approaches to, and must
shortly reach the shore; and*may it be the haven where we
would be ! Then will it signify little or nothing whether we
have gone down to the chambers of death by an easy, gradual
descent, or have been violently pushed off the precipice of life ;
whether we have been tossed by storms and tempests, or had
a smooth and-easy voyage to the shures of everlasting rest —
Let us, then,.look forward'to that life whieh is to come, Let
us consider all the splendid amusements of the world as so
many gay follies, and all-the more important transactions of
it os so many sober follies, if they interfere with our prepara-
tious for the next. Let us repose an unresesved trust in that
Being, whose Almighty Power will protect us, whose uner-
ring wisdom will dizect our goings, and whuse infinite good-
ness will averpay our slight sufferings with an unfading crown
of glory.—Seed,

.

SCRIPTURB:

The pages of Stripture, like the productions of nature, will
not only endure the test, but improve upon the trinl.  Fhe up-
plication of the microscope to the one, and a repeated meditn~
tion on the other, are sure to display new beauties; and pre-
sent us with higher attractives. When you experience oo
your soul the happy energy of the Scriptures, every attempt
to stagger your belief, or withdraw your veueration from the
Bible, will be like an attempt to shatter the rock in pieces
with a bubble, or to pierce-the adamanat with a festher.—Rew
Jatnes Hervey:

FAITH,

Faith in the object of adoration must precode the act of
adoration. It is as the rout supporting the whole tree ; or as
the reasoning sou! informing and dignifying: the whole body..
—Bishop-C. R, Sumner.

PRAYER,
Rt every man study his prayers, and raad his duty in his
petitions, For the body of our prayer is the sum of our du-
ty ; and as we must ask-of* God: whatsoever we need, so'ws
mus labor for all that we ask.—Bp. Jersmy Taylor..

Begin-the day by calling upon God. ‘Fhe morning prayes
is like & trusty servant at thy gate: it guavdeth the dwelling
from danger.
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