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THEY RECELVED THE WORD WITH ALL READINESS OF MIND, AND SEARCHED THE SCRIPTURES

YISO,

DAILY, WHETHER TIIOSE THINGS WERE SO.—Acts xvir. 11,
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SONNET,
BY TIE 10N, MRS, SORTON,

O for the time—~the happy sindees timn

When first see muvnmred forth onr infant nraver,
Listened with reveranee to the elureh-bells® chime -

tinzed on the sky,and deetned that God dwelt there !
No more we hear thuse holy deep-ton’d belis;

But as their echo trembles on the air,
Lo in onrsorrowing minds remembyance dweils —

Preathing afl thosn tine duys ere passion's sigh,
Temarse and sorrow (sad the tale shetells,)

Polluted the petition sent on hizh;—
When we Euelt sindess, and our God glane
Wasin the praver That rase to his Alntighty throne,

[ We find the abovein a valuable exchauge-paper,
into which it has Tound its way, we suppose, an ac-
count of the prefty poetry 5 for os o the divinity of
ity thatis sad stull,. When did we © knoel sigless™ ?
~when was € ihe happy sinless imeP—or whiel
were the days when petitions went on high from us,
unpotluted with passion, remorse, sottow-—amd when
¢ God alone™ was in the infant's prayer ? Why-—
the rolling of a marble or puss's capers used to oceupy
the child more than the thoughts of God any nu-
ment,  No, no, none of these sentimental fancies
abont infuntife sinlessness. @ Remembrance’ deal-
i faithfolly, will tell every ene of us of indications
of depravity, guite as early, in our infant histary as
cever she furnishes discoveries of suseeptibilitg for
emotions of ¢ revercnce™ and for prayer towards
God'y wd the intelligent Christian wishes for no re-
turn of those days when impulses, however favour-
able in themselves; were lable to he averpowered,
any moment, by the templations which' adiress
themsetves to the moie powerful earthly propensi-
ties,— b ren.)

R T T e YIS

THE WAY TO READ THE BIBLLE.

Are you abiont to be engaged in the perusal of the
word of God 7 Lilt up vour heart and voice to the
oly Spinity in the words of the - Psalmist, « Opan
thou mine eyes (o <ee the wandrous things contained
in this bessed Book.”  Have the impression deeply
wronghtinte your inmost soulthatawithout the divine
teaching of his blessed Spirit, veu canuot so uader-
stand a single verse as to derive from it strength,
refreshinent, or consolalion : that you cannot appra:
priate a single promise with such a grasp as will §f
your heiwrt with peace and joy, and enable it o
slound in hope, nuless by the power of the Holy
Ghinst. Yes, believer, the Bible even fo vou must
prove a sealed book, unless the Holy Spirit break
the scalsy and give you the true interpretation of the
glorions vision it unfolds to the spiritually enlight-

vecp

ened eye,

But'while T consider this reliance on the Spinit’s
teachingamd influences »s of prizuyy importance
in the perusal of the sacred volume, there ate one or
two hints 1 would affectionately snzgest, which you
may find profitable, in assisting vour anxious endea-
vours to make the study of its - precicus - pages con-
ducive {o the advancement. of your sanctitisetion.
Rend thie Bilile with: fixed altention ; esncentrating

“ - ail the faculties ef yonrmindoon the werk in which
v you gre eagaged ¢ with deep, reverence, regirding it
oas thework of Godyas much™as if the voice " of God
. were, at-the moment; andibly to prenounce in vour

- earsithe very wards -von are readivg 1and with's

sincere desire o discover thé mind of the Spirily re:

imembering that'all Seripture is given by inspiration
of thie Spirityand that the holy men, who have ye-

corded therein the revealed will of God, ¢ spake as
they were: moved by the Holy Ghost.?  'wo or
three verses, read in such a frame of mind, would he
more profiteble than as many chapters hunicd aver
in that superficial manner in which foo many who
engage in it only to satisly conscience, by the Jonz-
estabilished costom of daily reading a cestain portion
of Scripture, peruse the sacred page. The Pible is
amine of spintual wealth 5 but we muet diyg deep if
we would discover the rich veins of precions ore
which lie bhidden bencath its suiface. 1 we are
content carelesly to skim its surface, we shall come
away unemiched by a single pacticle of the divine
treasure it containg,

Again, read in the spirit of self-application ; ap-
proach the sacred volume, that you may hear what
the Lonl God hins to say to you. Hemember, the
address of the Bible isto youmdividually : ¢ Fhave
amessage from God-wito thee 2 and et the answer
of your soul be, ¢ Speuk, Lord, for thy servant
heareth??  Is it a precept that comes befere you ?
Fixamine whether you are in the habit of rendering
it a cordial obedience.  Isita prehibition 7 Tnquire
it you habitually ah<tain, through a conscientions
regard to the will of the God you love, from the for-
hidden thing, whatever it may be.  Daces some pro-
cions promise meet your eye ¥ Sce that you are en-
abled to appropriate it as your own, and to extract
from it the sweelness of divine comfort, or the spirit
of sustaining sdrength it was intended to supply.
Daes some awlul thirealening atrest your attention ?
Take good heed that it serve to kindle in your soul
a holy, filial fear of your covenant God, and make
vou shrink from the most distant approach lo what
wanld provoke his righteous displeasure, and forec
him to hide from you the smile of his love.

Is the characler of the Saviour passing hefore
vour view 1 Oh,carefully examine yourself, whe-
ther you have indeed pul on the Lord Jesus Chaist
—whether the fealures of your characler are visibly
modelled after his. Ask yourself, Is this the temper
1 habitually display ¥ Is this the spirit [ manifast

-in the daily duties of life, and the social intercourse

of the domestic circle?  Am Twalking, even as he
walked, closely treading in the blessed steps‘of hig
most holy life 7—Oris it some doctrinal fruth that
yoware employed in reading 7 Ask yoursell, do |
cordially believe fhis?  Does it exercise ifs logir
timate influence over my affections, my will my
daily walk before God -and man 2 May 1 hope {hal
1 have received it in the Spirit, and am using it. for
the purposes which my covenant God designed, in
revealing it tomy soul?—Oris it some brigh glimpse
of the promised glory veserved for “you in -heaven,
that sheds a hala of celestial splandour vound the
sacred'page 7 Oh ! askyoursell’ sericusly, and. ns
in the sight of a heart-searching God,:am T growing
in meetnessfor such a-hicaven as this; and is my
geatitude deepening in_my hear, and - exhibiting
more consistency in my life, towards Him, who has
purchased that heaven for me with his- own most
precions blood ' Helieva me, the smallest portion
of ‘the Word of Giod, read in sucl-a 'spirit of self-

applicalion, will condyce more 1o your progress -iu

e S A Tk 2

holinese, than chapier afler chapler, read in a ecarn-
less spirit, or applying to others the precions truths
designed to strengthen, sanctify, and comfort your
own soul.  Finally, read in a pactical spirity sin-
cerely resolved, by divine grice, cheerfully to ohey
every injunction, which the voice of od, speak-
ing in his Word, sounds in your ecars. Lot the in-
quiry of your soul, on consulting the Sacred Ora-
eles, always e, « Lord, what wilt thou have me to
do 77 Remember the words of the apostle, (Phil.
v, 0y # Those things which ye have both learned,
amd reeeived, and heard, and seen in me, do, and the
God of peace shall be with you.””  Remember the
words of a greater than the greatest of the apostles :
{dohn xiii. 17.) «If ye know these things, happy
ara ye if yo do them?* © Ye are my fricads, il ye
do whatssever | eominand you.” ~ (Johu xv. 1)
implying, frresistibly, the ali-impertant considera-
on, that«the kanwledze of saving truth can only
cendnee o our happiness, and evidence that we en-
joy the Saviours friendship, when it issues in prac-
tical results, inour duing, from « principla of loyal
alleyianee and grateful love, the will of our Father
in heaven.

Seey then, thal the ebject you keep consianlly in
view in your study of the Word of (od, is that the
Holy Spirit may cnable you in such a manner to
appeehend and eherish its precious truths, that they
nay be iustromental inso confonming your character
{o that of your Divine Master, even of Him who
was ¢ God manifest in the flesh,’ as to capacitate
vou for loving, delighting in, and glotifving Him on
carth and in heaven, in time and throuzhout eter-
nitvo—Prafission and Practice, by the Rev, Iugh
Waite.
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FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT
oF TR
INCORPORATED CHURCIH SOCIETY OF
THE DIOCESE OF QUEBEC.
Read at the Annval Meoting, Wednesday, Lst July,
Isio.
) Continued.
The Distriet  Associations are eight in number,
which cover the entire Diocese :
The Ottawa, The St. Francis,
‘The Beauharnois, The Three Rivers,
The Richelicu, The Megantic,
The Missisquoi, The Gaspo.
In the Crrv o Queenre, the contributions to the
Seciety for the past year, are as follow i

Annnal Subseriptions, ... ..., .0 LIS 6 4
Life dilta, e 50000
Donations, ............ ceeree.. 13 000
Parochial Assaciation, Annual Sub-

L7 6

seriptions and Donations.. ... ..
. L2713 10

Collections -in the Churches of the  City after
Narmons,. on behal -of the Widows® and Orphans®
Fund, and on Quinguazesima Sunday: S
DR T - Widows? and * Quinquagesima

RIS “Orphs Fund. v Sandayy
Cathadealy ooy 00 £50. 60120 L4018
Primity -Chupely, L0 00,000 0000 500 8]
S Paalsi oL RO N A ] 357
Al 180 3702

ints,.

o 14
Totalin Quebec,. .. Lol o0 L8934 19 1)
Sl the Cory oy Moxtrear, the contributions o

the Society are as follow

Annual Subseriptions,. . ...
Life ditto
Donations, ...

5390270 5116

SRR 53 £:1¢ BECUNAN
1210 0
50

LISS 1T 6
Collestions after Sermons an behall of the Wi-

dows® and Orphans’ Fund, and on Quinquagesima

Swnday :

Widows? and  Quingquagesima

Orph, Fund. Sunday.
Christ Choreh,. .. L61 510 .. L1313 o
Trinity Chapely... 3516 3 .. 9512 2
StoThemas do, oo, 18 1 6 L. 9111 0
StoGeorge™sdo,... 10 0 0 L. 10 9 0
L1233 7 L100 15 2
Tata) in Montreal. .. ... .. LH2 16 3

The smoeunt received in St, Thomas Chapel after
Sermon en Quinquagesima Sunday has been re-
tained towards the expences of the Chanel, the
Incumbant having previously solicited  aund ob-
teined the Bishop®s consent to have it so appro-
priated,

THE OTTAWA DISTRICT ASS0CTATION,

The Aunual Meeting of this Association was held
at 86 Andiews onthe 27th May., I was preceded
hy Divine Nervicn, when a Scrmen was preached
hy its Seevetary, the Rev. James Pyke 3 the collec-
tion after Nermon amounting to £32 2x. 6., has been
reiniited to the Treasurer of the Saciety,

The Anunual Subscription Listis greater than re-
ported last year, butthe collections after Sermons
on Quinguagesima Sunday not so greal.  The fol-
lowing are (he sums contributed in the several Pa-
rishes and Missions of the District during the past
year:

Aunmal - Widows' and  Quinguages.

Subserip, - Orph, Fund. Sunday.
StoAndrews,.. 8 163 .2 S..38 07108
The Gore, ... 1010 0 .. 010 0 .., 010 0
Hall & Aylmer 112 6 .. 410 0,01 5 .0
Clarendon,, ... 412 6 .. 1-0 0..015 0
Vaudreuil,. .13 70 91,23 3 .. 1 8 9
Grenville, ... 6 5 .. 013 0 . 012 43

L5 7 04 L1017 1L £712 0O
At Vauoneur, many additional - subscribers were
enrolled during the past year. The Church in this
Mission, though still nnfinished, has been puinted,
and otherwise improved from local funds. :
AL ST, AxprEws, also, several new’ Subscribers
have been‘obtained. "The sum of £100 has been
raised by subseription (o defray the cost of an'Organ
for the Church 3 and they dre about o erect. side
Galicries o their Chureh, the arcommodation: being
insuflicient for the Congregation. -
- At Gresviven the sumlof £57 10s., has been
subseribed, for procuring an Organ, o
At Aveser, upwards of £100 has heen ‘¢ollected
during {he year for the puipose of compleling (his’
-Church, “The Church-at Clarendon” is still unfi-

nished, and the trave-yard unenclosed, The people’

the Parish to repair the damage

IPTETRISY

Ao

are desirons of varly accomplishing thase necessary
nbjects 5 henee the smalter amonnt of subseriptions
to the Society for this year, ’
Amount contributed fur the Church
Sociely,. .o.. ... ceeeeee. L6316 11}
« & for local ohjects, :

wholly appropriated by the dunors 257 10 0
' L3206 11y

REAUIARNOIS DISTRICT ASSOCIATION,

The amonnts reported, as contributed within the
limits of this Association for the past year, are as
follow :

Annual - Widows® and  Quirguavesing
Subscrip,  Orph. Fauid., Sunday,
Huntingdon &

the Gorey,.o. 512 6 .01 0 0.1 0 0
Dawham, ... 418 9 .. 110 0 ..t 5 ¢
Lachine, ... 215 0 .10 2 0 1210 9
St.Martin, ... 0 0 0., 210 0 ..2 11 3
Rawdon & Nil-

dare .. .... D0 0L 112 6051015 0
Maseouche,... 0 O O .. 0 0 0 .. 1 0
Coleaudu Lac, @ 0 0 .. 1 5 0 ..2 1 10}

L£13 6 3 L1900 3 £%6 3

e

At Rawoes the sum of £17 325, TUl. has been
raised during the year, and devoted by the subseri-
bers toward the completion of the Parsonage
Hense,

‘The Church at Kiroare still remains inan unfin-
ished state. -

At Dennan the - amount of £23 1is. 3d., has
been raised for local Church purposes, aad appro-
priated by the contribulors.

From Iustivapon, the Rev, M:. Mors wriles
that two subscription lists have recently Lecn com-
menced, with a view to the erection of tawo Clprelios
about eight miles distant from Luntingdna, wader 2
promise {rom the Lord Bishop of assistance, and of
aresident Clergyman,  On onde list was subscribin
£80 and on the other £120.  He also states: <« ¥y
have succeeded in raising, dming the year, suffi-
cient funds to fence in the Burial-gronnd aud ts
paint the Charch both inside and outside. A small
latof land has been given as an addition lo the
Church-yard j—and a three acre lot to be usel for
Church purposes.” e remarks, what it is believed
many other Clergymen in the Diocese have equally
fo lament, and what it is trusted the Society will
soon be in a situation, through its Bouk Diepositories,
the better- to. meet, % The want'of Sunday School
Books and religious tradts is a great drawback on
the prosperity-of our Sunday Schools.”?

Amount contributéd for the . Church

Soeiety,. ..o ol Lo o L3811 7L
« < & forlocal objects, 42 17 10}
SR TR IS e

- Two Subseription lists additional, £200. ;
“Three acre ot of land; and another. snall’ parcel

Jat Hontingdona 70l

4 RICHELIEU DISTRICT ASSOCTATION.
The Annual Mecting of this Association was held

at St John’s,ton I2th-February.:i: [twiis proceded
Sermon was

by Diviite Service; when an appropriste
preached by the Rev. W. Thompson. E
2The contributions from the several’ Parishes and
Missions within - the bounds of this District are o3
follow:: , : o
Amual  Widows' and Quingnazes,
‘ : C-Subserips  Ofph, Funde Susday,
St.Jobn'’s,in- £ s, dv £ s, & L s d.
cluding a dona- ‘
tion of £2 10s,
Chambly,. . ...
Laprairie,.....

9 17..616 0.8 611
Moo ... 8 0.5 0 ¢
200 ..5 0 0..0 ¢ 0

Lacolle,....., 1100 ..1 1 3..4 3 §
Clarenceville,.. 13 26 .. 015 ¢ .. 2 7 g
Christieville,.. 14 27 .. 215 0 .. 8 § {3
LAcadie, ... 17 .,.013 4 .. 061 7

Sherrington and
Hemminwtord,
St. Remi and

Russelltown, 6 2

1100..0 6 3..0 0 ¢
Y

=
.
—

0 o0..2

£I04 30 L3006 10 £25 § 2

The Saint Johin's subscription st bas reecivod a
few wlditional names during the past vour; aud the
Ladies® collections which witl appear’in the Appen-
dix, are satistactory. Tt were much {0 be desived
that the practice, which has subsisted fn St Johu’s
from the beginning of the Society, of engaging the
assistance of the Ladies to o amony the mothers
and younger members of families 1o receive their
contributions to the Society, had been zenerally pur-
sued.  ‘The Central Board would take this oceasion
to commend the great objects of the Chureh Socicty
the Christian sympathies anl kind co-operation of
the Ladies. Lot every Darish and Mission hence-
orth see its Lady Collectors § a litile done, a little
given in love to the Savieur, will be blessed to the
giver, and prove helpful to the Secicty, The
Church at St. John’s sustained recently much injmry
from lighining ; the sum of £90 has been mised in
and improve the
Church.

At Cuamsry, the Parsonage is nearly compleled,
An additional sum of £8:2 15s., had heen coultribut-
ed inthe early part of the year for that work,
and within a few days past, 2 Furthier liberal sum of
L101 3s. Also an Organhas been placed in the
Charch, for which the sum of £65 has been raised
in the Parish,  The Church Sosiety grauted. £10
towards the erection of the Parsonage, which has
been gratefully acknowledged. . .

The CuarescrvinLe subscription list has been
much augmented during the past year. A small
sum, £4.5s. 9d., has been raised for local Clurch
purposes. ~ The Church building at Henryville in
this Parish, is progressing but slowly. A further
subscri&)tion of .C.’.’.S)ﬁs;,‘éims been made, to carry
forward this work, toswanls which thi Central Board
and the Richelien” District Commitlee: bave made
grants, ' e e LT

The new Church at Russerrvowy is drawing fo-
wards completion i n’ further sum of £32 ks been
contributed for it during the past year. ~ In ackinw-
ledging grants made to nid in this work, the Mission=
ary’ writes, €.l gladly “embrace he opportunity to
acknowledge the liberality withwhich tlie . Church

Socict);', and ils'Richelicu Brangh, haye responded

lo our request for aid to the Russelltown Church
Bailding Fund. The Chureh is greatly needed, yet
the hope of Lhat need being supplied must have béeen
abandoned had not the Scciely ¢ come over and
helped us.? 2
The new Church at Tlemmingford is also advanc-
ing : 2 further sum of £25 has heen contributed to-
wards it [tis Loped it will be capable of heing
used by the next winter, though far from complete.
Iis expected that three new Churches within
this District will be consecrated hy the Lard Bishop,
ai his approaching Visitation, being now completed,
and sulijeiently farvished, viz: the Churches at
Lacolle, Sherrington, and St. Remj.
The amount contributed to the Church
Sociely, ...,
i 114

for Incal Church pus-
peses, and whelly appropriuted by
the donors. . ... e

Total..... .. .
THE MISSISQUOI PISTRICT AS3GEIATION.
This Asseciation continnes to be actively engag-
in the cause of the Society,
The following contsibutions for the past vear are
repoited ;

ad

Al Widawg” and Quinguames,

Sabserip. Ghph, Fond, Sunday.
L os.d. £ s 4 L s d,
StAvmand East1 §9 ., 0 0 0...4 7 &
SoAmmand, Wo 16 19 .0 6 G .. 211 4
Slanbridge.... 3 50 .. 018 11015 0
Sheflord .. ... L TI0 02107 6.2 7 6
Jrome and Sut-
| 10 DO D00 ..013 . 2 4 9
Dunham...... WG .10 05 9.1 71
Granbiy and Mil-
fong........ 0 00..010 0..01111
Aflotteford and
lengemonty, 4 00 .. 110 0 ,.215 8
L6016 £71532 £17 3 4

Al Graxey and Murox the annual subscription
lists amount to £1401 0s, Ad., which sum lias, again
this yexs, been appropriated for the payiment of debts
incutred in the erection of the two new Churelies.
The Missionary writes, ¢ The fwe unew Churches
eracted respeetively at Gianby and Milton since
1813, are now completed and ready for consecra-
tion, which ceremony the Lord Uisliop has signified
Iis indention of perfurming in Auzust next. A sub-
seription has been seton foot for the painting of the
Churel at Milton, which itis expected will be done
before the time of consecration,”

The new Church at Pusravsnure though still in-
complete; has been'opened for Divine Service, | The
Rector - asks the Central Board for the whole
amonnt raised in the Parish during the past.year for
the Churel, He cxpectsit will be consecrated on
the approaching visit of the Lord Bishop. " o

CAUST. Anaraxp Eist a sabstantial shed has been
built’ near the Church.at the expence of £61.+
fuad for' {he repair of the "Churchy i€ yedr by year
augmenting. - o

At Bzpronp the Church-yard. has been, well

nation frem' the Honble. R. Jones. 7 ;

At Fanxiras West in the Dlission of Stanbridge,
about . sixteen ‘miles. from the ‘nearest Church, {he
people have subseribed £180 towards the erection of
a Choreh.  The timber is now upon the ground, and
confracls have been entered intoy that the building
may be proceedod with al ence.

‘The Church at Duxuas being so much decaved
as not to adinit of repairs, itis intendad {o crevta
now one next summer.  The sum of £100 has been
subsciibed among the Parishioners for this purpose.
Throngh the exertions of the Assistani Minister, who
i5 also the Missionary at Brome, a considerable
amount of annual sabseripiions has been obtained
for the dirst time in this Pavish.  Attached to the
Mission of Brame is Suiton, where a substantial
stone Church is in course of crection,

At Rousanstont the new Chureh is advancine.
A contract for £109 has been entered into, for finish-
ing the inside. The Society has made o grant for
this Chureh, ta be paid when it shall be prepared for
consaeration, ‘

At Suwvronn the sum of L8 13s. 9., has been
approprizted by the subseribers towards the comple-
tion of Waterloo Church, and the repairs of West
Church.

Amouat contributed for the Church

Saciely,. .. ..
& 14

for loeal objects and -
wholly appropriated by the donors

£91 0 0}

8218 8}

Total. . ... .. e e £176 18 9}
Subscriptions for works in contemyplation £35(.
(7o be conlinued)
ANTIQUITY OF TUE CHURCH.
Frem Bishop Paltrick’s Treet to Eramine Cer-

dinal Bellaymine's 2nd note of the Chureh s i da-
tquily, Y —Publishad 1. D. 1637, [The Bishap
proves [ Thal the plea of barve dAniiquily is not
proper Lo the Church, bul common to it with socie-
ties of false religion ; TI. Thet the present
Church of Rome vawnly pretends to fruc Antiquity,
Loe.do anciend truth,  The fillowing cxtract con-
tains the closc of this part of the arcument, and
then goes on fa 111, which closes the Tract.]

We can tell, nay, their own anthors have told us,
when and hy whom many things were brought inlo
theiv Church, [that of Rome,} which were not there
in the beginning.” Polydare Virgil, it T had room to
inserl his-words, would farnish us with several in-
stances 3 but I shall content myself with two, which
were at no great distance from cach other. e
The firstis their grand arlicle of faith, ahout the
papal authority, * We know, and have. often’ {old
thom, by what steps it grew fo the :height wherein
it now isyar would be ; when - the Rishops of Réme
cxceeded their bounds 5 how they were opposed and
snubbed'; wha, ¢and by whom,) was” first’ declared
the universal bishop and head of the church.© Victor
began the dance ; Zozimns, after some others, fol-
lowed it ‘Boniface continned it 3’ Celesline  cavried
itens who mel with so*sharp a rebuko’ from’ the
African bishops for his“intrusion into theiy afinirs,
upon the pretence of « forged -canon of the ‘Nicene
councily agis suflicient to'show that his ambition
and cralt ‘were greater than his authority, “The

3

The.

fencedyiand a valuable addition made o if; - by aide~:

al condition,- not glutting yoursclves with" fleshly

attempts of the rest are as notorious, and so-is the'.
opposition they metwithal, tifl at last. Boniface the
third procured to himself from Phocas the title of
Universul Bishop ; and to his church, the title of . -
Head of all Churches. Al this we can justify -
out of authentic recards ; but it is not in their power
to name so much as one man that oiwned the univer-:
sal jurisdiction of the Roman bishop, till that time;:
that is, till about six hundred years after our Sa-
viour’s hirth. For though Belarmine alleges an -
opistle of Justinian’s wherein he calls the‘c!mrch of -
Rome, the Ifead of all Churches, yet it signifies no- .
thing, but that they are at a loss for want of . proofs ;
liccause, as it is with greal reason suspected lo be
spurious, 50 it canintend no morce than head of the
churches of the west; forin an undoubted edict of
his, he calls the church of Constantinople by the
same name, the Tlead of ell other Churches,i. c.
chief of those in the east j which is so certain, that
their own pope, Gregory, not much above e year
before this arrogant title was assumed, most vele-" ¢
mently disdained ity or rather thundered against it. -
Nor car they name cne man in the whole . church; .
for so long a time, that believed their present defi-
nition of the catholic church, much less the power
of the pope to depose kings, which none claimed
till Gregory VIL; that is, till above a thousand
years after our blessed Saviour. Insomuch that
their fere-named champion,” being to prove this de--
pesing power cut of encient anthors, is able to say
no more than this; ¢ have alleged above seventy
famous writers, some of which flourished more than
fiee hnrdved yrars wuget? A goodly business! a
gloticus show of antiquity ! instead of the first five
Bancred vears after Christy to refer us {o the last
five hundred s which is to confess the novelly of ...
their most beloved doctrine ; and consequently, to
quit this antiquity, 25 in trath Le plainly doth, in
thit hook, where being pressed with this argument,
that no snch power was claimed in the first times of
the church, he answers, ¢ thathe hath not right con-
coptions of the church of Chyristy who adinits nothing
but what hie reads expressly written or done_in the
ancient ehurch; for the church of later time hath
pewer not only to explain, and declare, but consti-
tnie and command these things which belong to
feith and manners.”y Which is as much as to say,
they need not trouble themselves about antiquily ;
for they can make articles of faith now, which were
not heard of in the beginnine,

2, We have often also told them, by what sleps
images crept into the church,  For{hey remainedat | -
fist only in private houses, for ornament, or for com-
memoration, and not uncensured, there being above
three hundred years past before they came into any N
churchyand: then ‘not.without -opposition jand :for '
this'end only, to be ot an hisforical use, to 1emind
peopleof things past; which improved in three hun-
dred years more o a rhelorical uscy a3 we may ¢all
it to stir updevotion in the peeple.” For which pur-
pose, Gregory the Great fancied they were profitable’;
and though' he by no-means allowed them to bevwor=
shippedy yet he thought the people might look upon”
them and worship God hefore.them. And this looking
upon thein to help devation was improved;in the time :
of the second Nicene council; into a’downiisht wo
shipping of them,whichwould 'not pass {in these. .
western parts for good doctrine. "And when al Jast ¢
(we know and liave'told them by what steps)'this "=
new worship advanced hither; and grew to'a greater
degree of religious respect than that Nicene council
admitted, the most zealous defenders of it could not 4.0 .
agree about it, nor do they know know whattomake =
of it to this day. }

We could tell them of other things that are much :
newer, for it is but a little- more than an hundred  * &
years, since unwritten traditions were decreed to be -
a part of the rule of faith, that is, of the word of
Gad. But this is sufficient lo show, that they vainly’
boast of antiquily ; which isonly ancient error, and
some of it not very ancient either. As for uncient
fruth, that is on ourside, whom they most in-
juriously accuse of following novelties. -

H1. For the teligion of the church of England,
by law established, is the true primitive christianity ;
in nothing new, unlessitbe in rejecting all that
navelly which hath been brought into the church. ;
ut they are the cause of that'; for if they had not ;
introduced newarticles, we should not have occasion
forsuch articles of religion as condemn them § which
caunot indeed be old, because the doctrines they ;
condemn are new, though the principle upon which s
we condemn them is as old as Chrisianity ; we-es- - .
tegining all to be new, which was not from the be-
ginning. For as for our positive doctrine, Polydore
himself hath given a true account of it, and makes
it the reason why the sect called evangelic (as_he
speaks) increased so marvetlously in a short time: .-
¢ Because they affirmed that no law was {o be re-
ceived which appertains to the salvation of souls
but that which Christ or the apostles had given.?}

And who dare say (kat thisis a new religion,
which is as old as Christ and his apostles ? - With - .
whom whosoever agree, they are truly ancient
chrrches, though of no longer standing than yes- -
terday ; as they that disagree with them are new,
theugh they can run up their pedigree to the very -
apostles. - e

Thus Tertullian discourses; § with whose words
somewhat contracted, [shall concludo: « As iha
doctrine of a church, when it is diverse from, v’ .
conlrary lo that of the apostles, shows it notls he
an apostelical church, though it pretend to be found<
ed by an apostle; so these churches ‘that canno
produce any of the apostles, or apostolical : men; fo
their founders (being much luter-and “newly con-
stituted), vel conspiring in the same . faith, ‘are;ne=
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vertheless to be accounted apostolical churches

cause of the consangumnitiy of docirine,” .

THE DANGER OF WORLDLY PLEASURES.'

“Gird up (heloins of your mind, bié” soher' sind ;
hope. o the. end.” " Tet your minds be; sober;’. al
youraficctions inwardly aitemyered to your spirifu-

and perishing delights.of any’ Kind : for, the.mo
you take in of these; the less shall yéu Have of spi-
ritual comfort and of this perfect hope. :: They that'. .
pour out themselves upon present delights, took not -

¢ C. Bellarm,
pe. 27,

S'Tract. do i?;to;ititoj.':811ixxm.
+.1b. cap, iif, p. 59,
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