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- gompiets liis operation, therefore, he mul.

" tiplied 456 by 3, which produced 1368,
and having added this number to 171,000, -

he found the produdt of 46 multiplicd by
473, to be 172,168, . T

By this it appcars "that Jedediah's me-
thod of arithmetic was entirely his own,
and that be was fo little acquainted with
the common rules, as to multiply 456 ficlt
by 5, and the préduét by 20, to fird what
fum it would produce multiplied by 100
whereas bad he added 1wo cyphers to the
figures, he wouldhave obiained the pro-
duét all at once. - -

A pesfon who had heard of his aflonith.
ing performances, mecting with him ac-
cidentally, in order to tiy his calculating
powers, propofed to him the following
queition t Ina hmjy whofe three fides are
23,143,779 yards,” 5,642,732 yards, and
54,965 yards, how many cubical eighths
of an inch ?  After once naming the feve.
ral figures diftin@ly one after the other, in
order 1o affure himfell of the feveral di-
menfions, and fix them in his mind, this
felf. taught calculator immediately fell to

. work amidfi more than an hundred of his
.. fellow.labourers, and the propofer of the

queflion leaving him for abotit five hours,
‘during which he calculated. the anfwer
with his pen, returned, and found Jededi-,
sh ready with his anfwer, which was pro-
ved 1o be exadtly right, - © . .

. Another perfon propofed to him the fol-
lowing 1 Admit a field to be 427 yards
long, and 133 wide, what.is the area ? Af-

ter the figures svere read o him diftinétly, -

he gave the true produ& 162,009 yards in
the fpace of Lwo minutes, for the propofer
obferved by his walch how long each ope-
ration took him.  The fame perfon atked
him, ow many acres the faid field mea-
fured # and in eleven minutes he-replied,
33 acres, 1 rood, 35 pérches, 20 yards and
& quarter, - He wwas then atked, how many
barley corns would reach eizht miless In
aminugte and a half he anfwdred, 1,520,640
barley corns.  He waslikewife afked, fup.
poling the diftance between York and

London ta be 204 miles, bow many rimes

Wil a coach wheel turn round in that
Tpace, allowing the circumicrence of the

. wheel 1o be fix yards 2 In thirteen mi-
- nutés. he anfwered, 50,840, times,

The
DEXT propofition was, it a tub or bin be

' 346 inches Jong, 256 inches wide, and g4
inches deep, how many  gallons liquid -

meafure will it hold, and what quantity

R gf carn ? His anfwer was, 1,454,464 folid
inchies, or 1,768,685,568 hall quarters ‘of

" {olid inches, - making 12,249,872 gallons

‘hguid mealure, or 12,249 gatlens g quarts’
and g4 inches; or.ggr ‘quarters ~3' Luflyels -
3 Quarterns and a2 hall quartem, renaine. |
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‘der 343 inches, He ‘was then alked, fup. .

poflc a.canal is to be dug 426 feet long, 26%

wide, and two feetand a half deep, how
many cubical yards of carth mut be re-

moved ? Afcer paufing a quarter of an
hour, he anfwered, 10,375 yards .24

fect. ' - _

He told the perfon who propofed thefc
queftions to him, that. from May:the 17th,
1725, to June the 16th following, he was,
according to his own expreffion, drunk
with reckoning by his ‘memory, after
which he . flept foundly for feven hours ;
but he added, that he would: never again "
attempt fo muck, for fear of falling into
the fame difagreeable figuations—-\What he
meant by being drunk, undoubtedly was,
that ‘his fenfes were fo much flupified, as
to render him incapable of bulihels ; and .
that this thould be the cafe, will not.ap-
pear at all wonderful, when we confider.
the queflion that engaged his attention,
which was in 2¢2,680,c00,360 miles, and
cach mile reckoned {o be cubical, how’
many barley corns, vetches, peds, wheat,
oats, rye, beans, lintels, and hairs, each an
inch long, would fll that fpace, reckon-

ing ¢8 hairs in breadth to an inch on the

flar, as he found them to be?
Though thefe inflances, which feem to

- be well suthenticated, are (ufficient proofs

of Jedediah's aftonifhing frength of mind,
for the further fatisfadion of dur curious
readers, .we fhall fubjoin the following.
Being afked, how long after the firing of
one of the canons at Retfard, the repoct’
might be heard at Haughton-Park, the
diftance beifig five -miles, and fuppofing
found co move at the rate of 1142 feet in
one fecond of time ; he replied, . after a.
bouot a quarter of an hour, in 2% feconds ¥
thirds, and that 46 1emained, He ‘was
then aftked, admit 5584 brocali plants are

fet in rows, four fect afuracr, and the

plants feven feet apart, inareQangular
plot of gr'pun,'i, how much land will thele
plants occupy ? la near half an hour, he
faid 2 acres 1 rood S perchies and a half.
The next queflion, however, excrcifcd'a}l"
his faculties, and ‘he declared. it was the
hardeft he had ever met with, which evie -

dently fliews that he had never applied

his thoughts to the cube robt..  [his

‘queftion was, what  dimenfidns muft ‘ba.

given ajoiner to maké a,chbical bin thaz
fhouwld hold juft a quarier of malt, Win-

chefter meafure-?—4Notwithitanding tre

difficulty of this queilion,’ fays the urd-
pofer, ¢ Jededizh  was very defirous to an-
fwer it before’it wai too tate in the evens
ing, and aflter fome time, he fzid 107 him-

- felf; rhere muere nosks ia b, bt be <vonld fijh

them abiut;  He never regarded vur fuke
ing), but fat as one heedlels af eviry thing
A : : c .



