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€ver is not invariably the case even intheir naturdl state ; dnd it is liae
ble to-be changed by various accidents as will-be ‘more: ‘fully noticed .
wlien we come to treat of the Phisiclogy of plants, in anotliet place.- .
“In'some casésleaves are met with, which completely answer sonie of
“the foregoing descriptions, but growingin an inverted stare; i. e.Jwithi their,
base where the point ought to be. This kind of leaves,in scientific
Ianguage are usually described by the term which denotes: theip class
with'the word ob.prefixed to them as ob heart-shaped, ob kidney sha-
ped : but;tobeginners.it is prefefable to join the term inverted to thér,
The term leafets is often applied to a lobed Jeaf in which‘case it signi- ..
fies one of the lobes ; and 'wheh used in. speaking of a winged leaf it’
denotes one of the smaller. leaves which compose-it. - Somé lenvey
dippear to be covered, with a fine dust or powder when they are.calléd .
povidery leaves, and in Jike manner when tlieir swfdce- seems ‘covered -
with-a crust, théy are called crustaceous leaves. LT
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-"As in many plants, particolarly those of the Fern  trihé there are’
properly speaking no'stems’; but ‘the leaves rising directly from the’
xoot bear the see_ﬁs;’ some Botanists have considered all plants in whicly’
the stems dre;marked with a grove onthe oneside and rounded on
the other as Belonging ‘to this cliss ; "and have ranked'all stems which © =
presented:this appearence among!the leaves. " How far this is correct - 3
need fiot be determined here 5 it is certain that this method of  classi-:
fication has' béen“the cause of many mistakes to ‘beginners who have. -
puid too-irplicite attention - to it, and"this fact  alone is sufficient .to! -
exclude 'jt from a particular rotice in any 'elementary work.  Such,
niinute characteristics may be-attended.to in particular descriptions of _
plants, and ought to'be noticed”when they occur as-a circumstance’ 5
peculiar to: some plants, but ought never to be lovked upon” us diss '
criminating marks of importasce by which they. ar¢ to bereferred to - -
any particular order ‘or” classi’. The same remark - is applicable “to
all’ the- distinctions founded: on* particularities® in’ tlie stéms or leaves
which ;have' been- here- poticed. None- of these’ are in_the: present: .
. advanced state of .the science considered .as any moré than' ma.
king varieties of any one order or species; whicli is_all the extent to"’
which they car'be employed for the purposes. of - classification.—
Some' Botanical writers in their. rage for discribing the minutice, in”
Plants have bestowed 'a great' deal of attention on the Jeaf stalks;-
Thiese like ‘many other parts, althougli'not to be entirely overlooked, "
are not ineriting-much attention. Leaf stalks are nothing more than -
a-part.of the stem or branches, and almost in . every case bear a™.
striking resemblance to them in both shape and surface. 'In the"
Janguagé of Boianists, these have been described under the term 3
Petiolys, - - T Ce o .
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