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eve ilnot invariablý the case even in their natural state; dnd it is lia.
ile to be changéd. by arious acdidents as *i1 fie more 'fully noticed

whn we come to treat ofdbé'Phisiöloji if plants, in anothei-þlacé.
Ínsome cseés leaves are met vith, ivhich completely answer sonie'.of.

the.foregoing descriptions, butgrowingir an ienvrted state; i. e.liwitlh.th.ei
liase wfiere thé point ought to be. This kinaof.leaves,:iin scientific
languiage' ae usually desdribed by the term ivhich deen6tes theirclasï
with the word ob.prefixed to them as ob heart-shaped; ob-kidney sha

bd: but'to beginnrs.ie is preferiblè to join tlie terni inverted to ther.
Thie.term leafets is often' applied'to a lobed leaf in wlich'caie it signi.
fies one of the lobës ; and when used in speaking of a winged leaf if
denotesone ofthe smaller, lcaves which compose it. •Some leaved
âppear to be covered, with a fine dust or powder wheri they are callèd
o6tdery leavesi and in-like mianner when tleir.surface sC'mis covéredi

* ith a' crust, thèy are called crusaceous leaves. .

As in rnany plints, particulnrly those of the Ferra trihe there are
ropérly speaking n'o.stems'; but the leaves rising diieétly from the

root bear the seeds; sôme Botanists have considered ail plants in irhich'
the stems are njarked wifi a grove on the one side'and roundedý on
the other 'as belonging tothis clâss ; and have6ranked ail'étem'swhicli
presented tbis appeareiice among tbe leaveL Hov far this is correct
n'eed nlot be determined here ; it is certain that this method of. classi::
ficatibn hai bcoen thé cause of many mistakes to -beginners who-have
paid too irmplicite attention : to it, and this fact alone is sufficient t.t
xe ludè it from a particular riotice in any elementary work. Such.

minute cliaracteristics may be attended to in particular descriptions of
plants. and ought to lie noticcd.when they occur as·a circumst'ne'
peculiar to some plants, but-ouglenever to le lolked uporn as dis-
criminating marks.of importance by vhich they.are to bereferred to:
ahy particular order or clas. Tlie same rcmark is applicable 'to
all the distilictions founded on' particularites'i the stémš or leaves
Which, Jiave- been-here' poticed. None- of these; are iithe- present.
advanced state ofthe science considered . as anv more than' ma.
king varieties of any one ord'er or siecies; whicli is.all the extent to-
which they caribe emplbyed for the purposes, f. classification.-
Some Botanical writers m- their iage for discribing the minutie, in
plants have bestoweda great deal of attention on the leaf stalks.
These like *many other parts, althougli'not ta be entirely overlooked,
aie not ineriting-much attention. Leaf stalks are notlhing more-than
a:parFof the stem or branches, and almost in every case bear a
striking resemblance to them in both shape and surface. In the
language of'Banists, these hav been described under the term

Petio*us.


