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bably not be runewcd, u8 the Grand 'Irunk is desirous of
having its own line of steawers to carry its freight,

The freezing of the St. Lawrence is more tardy this season
thaun it hes beon for many years past.  Aad yet the winter be-
gon at least three weeks earlier than usual,

The cost of the Ashantee war ig already frightening the
English people. Appearances likewise point to an exceptional
luss of tife, by sickness and pestilence, :

The two jokes of the season.—Mr. Mathicu’s Libel Bill and
the Montreal City Passenger RR, Co's new charter,

THE NEW BUILDING OF THE MONTREAL
TELEGRAPH COMPANY .

Amongst our fllustrations in to-day's issue will be found
that of the Montreal Telegraph Company's new building ou
the corner of St. Frangois- Xavier and St. Sacrament Streets.

jefore provecding to give a detailed description of this
magniticent Block, we think it may be of interest to our
readers to peruse a brief sketeh of the inception and progress,
of the presperous and enterprising Company to which it
belongs.,

The Montreal Telegraph Company was incorporated o
January- 1847 when the scicnce of Telegruphy was yet in ity
infnucy,

Some few gentlemen (wost of whom have since departed
this lfe) had the temerity to embark their capital in this, as
at that time considered, fanciful enterprise, one of whom was
the late Andrew Shaw, Esquire, who becate its first Pregident,
and retained that office for four years and was succeeded by
Sir Huogh Allan who has filled that responsible position cver
sinee,

It may fairly be said, and that withont the slightest dis-
paragament to other geotlemen connected with the Company,
that its marvellous progress has been due in a large measure
to Sir Hugh Allan's great energy, business capacity, and com-
prehensive views of what the wants of the couutry were in
respect of Telegraph factlitivs, and to the enterprising spirit
in which he, aud the ditferent boards of Directors, over which
he has prosided, bave ever been ready to meet those wants, As
an Instance of the desire of this Company to extend its
fucilitiva to even the most remote districts we cannot do
better than mention the cstablishment of the line to Uaspg,
and we are assnred by persons resident in that distriet that
nothing short ofa Railway could be a greater boon than this
Telvgraph extension has been.

Indecd, it is difficuit to say to what extent this Company,
while anaking romunerative returns to its shareholders, has
itfnenced the material progress of the Dominion at large.

Any refrospective glance at the career of the Montreal
Telegraph Company would be incomplete that did not refer
to Mr, 0050 Wood who was its general superintendent fren
the commencement of the enterprise in 1847 till 1865, when
be resigned, To this gentleman's #kilfal) careful, and veono-
mical managenment, has been attributable to a great extent
it~ efficiency and consequent pecuniary success, and we may
add that Mr. Wood left the scrvice of the Conpany taking
with him the sincere respect and esteem not ouly of the
irectors but of every emplos &,

On Mr, Wood's resiguativn, the management of the Com-
pany underwent some changes, Mr. Dakers the Sceretary,
while still retaining that position, umdertaking the general
management ot the Eastern Division, comprising the Pro-
vinces of Quebec and New Brunswick, and Mre, Daight, of
Toronto, assuming that ot the Western Division comprising
the Provinee of Ontario, and Northern New York, being
assisted in their labours of superintendence by Mro Giant,
of Montreal, aud Mr. Toye, of Toronto, respectively, and Mr,
Bourne was appointed to the dutics of Treasurer and Auditor,

At about this camie thine 3Mr, Bethune, of Ottawa, and Mr.
Pope,of Queber, were appointed Distriet. Superintendents,
and thig jersouncl of the Company has continued unchanged:

e readers may ol the followh g exhibit of the progre.s
vl the Company interoting:

Miles  Nomber Number
of if of Pursons
Capital, wire. office s, messages. cmployed,
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ti addition to the numb ¢ of messages transmitted, between
vight and ten million words of news reports; wre furnished to
newspapers iu the course of a year,

I 147, the telegraph oxtended fremn Quebee to Toronto,
with only oue wirs,  In 1373, the main Cines are as follows :

From Swckvitle to Detrait, 1,800 mifes,

“ - Moutreal @ Portland, Bonow
i “ @ (awego, 300 0 F

i i “ Ottawa district 300 -
atal v these trunk routes, the wires are of course numerous,
ad from these branch out, lines in evuary direction, uatil there
is scarcely a village of any consequence without its telegraph
ofice,  Communieation is had direet from Montreal to the
following fmportant points in the United States:

New York, Albany, Boston, Whitehall, Utics, Oswego,
Duttuto, Ddtroit and Portlund.

[t is warthy of note that while every possit le telegraph
faeility bas been affordud to the country a steady reduction in
the rate of charges has boon made,

In the early days of telegraphin g in Canada the rates rvged
from 23¢, to 150, but gradaal rednctious have from time to
time been made by the Mou real” Pelegraph Company until
now messages cane be seut to any part of the 18300 wmiles of
teeritory interlnced by its wires. fue the small sum of 25¢,,
the only exception to this ubifurm rate being -in favour of
places within 12 miles of cach othery the charge in such enses
betng only 1de. '

Lt will, we think, be obvious that we in Canada crjoy under
a private Company fav chieaper telegrple mtes) in proportion
to distances than prevail in Great Britnin uuder - Government
management, and we think algo that any one who has had ex-
petience in telo graphing in both couuntrics will bear us out in
our opinion thiat we also enjoy a more eficient service.

- We have anderstood that . Sir Hugh Allin was preatly in-
strinnentnd in bringing abowt this uniform e, e had o
convietion that the. Company could carn a faic dividend at
the Tow nuifornm vite and at the game time: confer an inestima-
ble benetit on the countey wt burge aud popularvize telegraphing
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indctinitely. In spite of warning notes of protest ani disap-
proval from every Telegraph Compavy on this continent his
opinion remained unchanged, and he succeeded in impressing
his convictions on his colleagucs, the uniform rate was adopted
and the consequence is-that to-dsy telegraphing from being as
it were o luxury has become a common necessary of life within
the means of every one. '

Having finished our brief résumé of the Company’s progress
and operation, which we trust our resders will have found
interesting, we will now proceed to give a description of the
building which is the subject of our full-puge illustration,

So far as the exterior is concerned wee imply refer our
readers to the picture itself and w:ll confine ourselves to the
interior. A woid or two, howgver, as to dimensions,

The new Llock has a frontage on St. Sacramcnt street, of
110 feet, atd ou St. Frungois Xavicr eircet of 65 fect, and we
understand that the Company have it in contemnplation to pull
down their present premises, and re-build, earrying out the
snme degign, which will give the block a further frontage of
40 fuet,

The pertion of the building to be occupied by the Company
ae a telegraph offics, is 65 fect on St. Frangois-Xavier atreet
by €0 on St. Sacrament, ana the remaining portion is to be
rented until such time as they may require to take possession
of it for their own user,

We thiuk all who have seen the building itself or will look
carcfully at the illustration we bave given of it, will agree
with ug, that as a piece of a chitecture merely, it roflects the
greatest credit on the architects, Messrs. Hopkins and
Wiley, who also we may remark desigoed and earried out
the new Merchaots Bank, one of the fiuest buildings on this
contirent.

The poblic entrance is on the corner of St. Frangoig-Xavier
street, and there i3 another cutrance on St Sacrament street,

which gives access to the general oifices, as well as to the
public vilice.
We now descend to the basement by a door on St

Sacrament street, and find ourselves in a large, well lighted
room—divided by & counter lengthwise—fur the occupation
uf the Delivery Department.

Puerheps the modus operandy {n this departinent will be in-
teresting to our readers,

The messages copled by the operators on the 2ad floor,
some 59 fect above, are dropped down a pipe of about four
inches in diameter, and land behind the coanter; a lad takes
pos on of theu, places a damp sheet over the mes-age
an ses them through a pair of rollers which are kept
constanty revelving, retains the dimp sheet which is a_fue
simidle of the message, and hunds the original to a delivery
clerk who records in a book, the address, aud name of the
messenger who is to take itout. It is then entered in a
messenger's book together with the time of its despatch, and
hauded to sowme otie of the thirty or forty messengers apper-
taining to this department. The messenger on preseating
the message to the addressee, reguests him to sign for it and
mark the time at which he received it and thas a valuable
check iz placed on the mosements of the messeuyger,

This delivery room beinyg eutively separaie from the rest of
the basemint, we must take to the strect again, aud go round
the comer to an catrance on St Frargeis-Navier street. We
do so and tind oar elves in a Yarge room to be used for a store
department, whenee are o be supplict the various nceds in
the way of tolegraph matovials of the 1150 otfices of the Com-
pany. - Inene corner of this roum we find the office f Mr.
W Bowman, who has charge of this department of the
Company’s service, the magnitude of whi h may b judged by
the fact, that Lesides the room above desvribed, the Company
Lins two storage builciunyg:, one in ueen street, and one near
the Bonaventure Station, .

Leaving this room, we procecd to “ view " the remainder of
this hat, the Keepers rooms, fuct celiars; and he furoace made
by Garth

We may mention here that the builiding is heated through-
out by hot water pipes.

Betore leaving this purt of the building, we m st not § gt
to uote the Baxter Steam Engine, and the uses to which it is
to e applicd. 1t is of about eight horse powe-, and s used :

1st, For seading a constant current of aic up a set of
poeumatic tubes leading to the top of the build.ng.

and. For keeping coustently revolving the rollers by means
of which copivs of messages are wken in the delivery de-
poriment.

ard For working the hoist which leads to the top story,
the promary use of which is we believe to carry up heavy
materials for use abont the batterfes, but which no denbt will
be used by many an employ ¢ in preference to the ‘lonyg stair-
way., At any rate we fapcy that if we wore an employé
working in the top of the building, and had te climb the
cnormons length of stairway occasioued by the loftiness of
ceiling throughout the building, and carrying employees was
not considered oue of its primacy uses, that we should be quite
willing to bo classed as ¢« heavy materials,” and,

Jth, For moving a small Iathe for the vepair of instinments,

Now for the ground door. We might iad our way up by
the private stairway, but we profor vegaining the street and
walking in by the cuatranve vn the corner of 3t Frangois-
Xavier strect, .

We. ascend. four~ or five steps and fiad  ourselves  in
a magnificent room, 65 by 30, divided abuut cqually by a
handscme sereent of wood and plate glass behind which azve
ta be stationed the stas¥ of recdiving clerks, entry dlerks, &e,
Phe outside portion is devoted to the publie,  Lining the
windows are desks at which customers may write messages,
The door of this portion is laid in Back sud white marble.
Atone end of the sereen is the office of Mr. W, J. tirabam, the
wanager of the receiviag and delivery departments,

We must not foyget to notice tho Uneumatic Tube arrangel
menty, which sre admirably simple aud diivient, A smnll tube
alout three inches' in dimncter runs (o the Operating Roum
some 40 feet nbove. .\ customer hands in o message at one of
the wickets in the screen, The elerk counts i, marks the
thine of its receipt npon ity cutees the addeess in a book, places
it in o smoedl vound box; opens a littde door ine the pipe, puts
in the box, shuts the door, the eurrent of aiv created by the
Stenm Engine catebes ity and pre<to! jt is instantancously in
the operating room, )

Weénew pay a sl to the deneral Oitices on the first door,

On renching the lanmding we pass throngh a pair of swinging
doors, and fnd ourselves in o wide passige at one end of which
we notice 1 counter at which transfors of stoek are to be uady,

Ou the feft hand side'is a spiciows Board Room, = .

React:ing the Transtor Counter: we find on the one side of
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the passage the private offices of Mr. Dakers the Secretary and
General Eastern Superintendent, and Mr, Bourre the Tresu-
rer and Auditor.

Adjoining and connecting with the latter office, we find a
large Book-Keeping Room where the Audit staff are to be en-
gaged in the multifarious duties connected with the reception,
examination and entry through the books of the monthly state-
ments and remittances received frem tbe 1150 offices of the
Company.

The Fireproof safes which are very large extend from this
flat to the bagsement,

Leaving this comlortablz set of offices we mennt to the se-
cond floor and enter the Operating Room. This is a very light
airy room 65 by 50, the walls of which instead of being plas-
tered are lined with ash finished in oil which certainly has a
very pleasing cffect. Here about 40 Operators will be con-
stantly engaged, in taking in at their cars the (to other ears)
unintelligible clicking, and turning it out at their pen’s points
—Quecn's English or Queen’s French it preferred. This im-
portant department is controlled by Mr. McPhee as Manager
and Mr. MacKenzie as Assistant Manager.

Before leaving this rom we canoot help noticing the admi-
rable arrangement of the wires, Knowing that Telegraph
Companies earn their Dividends by weans chicfly of wires and
operatsr#, on going into an operating room one wou'd expect
to find wires and operators in about equal proportions, and
indeed this used to lLe the case, wires running 1l along the
ceilings and sprawling duwu the walls and requiring constant
brushing to prevent their being turned into gymnasioms for
spiders, but here to our surprise we see no wires, not even the
gho-t of & wire. We enquire of Xr. Grant, [nspector and Elve-
trician (whose oftice by the wuy is on this fluor) and learn that
the wires are all run under the floors and ure brought up under
the tables and honce are kept quite invisible aud free from aoy
chance of accident,

The “ Switch” asit is called is a marvellons looking amangs-
ment by which any one of the 70 or 80 wires coming iuto the
Office can be connected with any other wire.

Amongst the numerous sets of instruments four are pointed

out to us, as the celebrated ¢ Duplex.” A technical deseription

of which we cannot pretend to euter upon but wi'l cotent vur-
selves by saying, for the information of such of cur readers as
are not familiar with telegraph matters, that this instrument
cnables messages to be sent and received over the sam» wire at
the same moment, an operation which to our uinitiited
mind looks very much like running trains in opposite iree-
tions on & single irack with.ut auy sidings. However it may
be accomplished, it is uf the yroatest possible service to the
Company materially increaving ths capa ity of the lines on
which it is used 1o the extert of fully one thind.

Wenow take our last upward dight and reach the top story
the ceiling of which has a clear height of ten f2t.

We fiud here the offices . f Mr. James Poustis, the snperin.
tendent of construction and repairs. Aun id - of the ardgons
and impo: tant duties of this gentleman mmay be gathered from
the fact that he not only has to see that seme 19 to 20,000
miles of wire, are kept in order, but has gensrally in the
cour~e of a summer to lock clos.ly after the aperations of 150
m-n engaged in the erection of two or three thyusamd miles
of additional wires and poles,

Ou this flat we tind also the batt-ry room which is as it
were the heart and lungs of the concern, and which we neud
not deseribe further than to ay that it is spacious and com-
pleie.

We might hiva rone still higher by uscenting the cupola
erected fur the purpose of bringing in 20 or 190 lincs ot the
Compnny, but we content ourselves by just glancing up amd
noticing the admirable and methodical manner in which the
wires are arranged.

B-fore leaving this portion of the baildizg we were shewn
into a small recom and found ours:lves at the back of a larze
luminated clock, the dinl face being «f the dameter of
about five feet, six inches.  As this clock will, we understund,
be kept carefully correet, it will be a great Loou to the publie,
as it can b2 seen elearly from the Post-Qifice corner,

While on the subject of clocks we may add that throughont
the building there are dials worked trom this la-we clock by
clectricity, thus secu:ing uniform time throughoat the pre-
mises,

In conclusion we cannot help giving our meed of p als w2
the gencral  airiness, lightness, vomfort and strength of
every portion of this building, in whish it appears to us,
that aot only uificiency. of service, but the comfsrt of the
cmployés hus been lovked to, and we think the U'r ~ident

and Directors must have recognized (he truth nat
often recognized by Boards of Directors, thut ofider

of service, snd comfort of the winployis enga ed in ¢
service, arz very intimately connectad. Noo douabt the

dent and Directors have the thanks of their employes for the
very liberal manaer in which their comfort has beon provriad
f r, but we al-o on behalf of the public have a tibate of zra-
ti.ude and praise to offer them for the liberal m nnor in which
they have considered the public co venivnce and for the
extremely tasteful and clegant addition  which they have
wade o our steeet arciditecture,

Wr, s a fitting conelusion to onr ariiele, give the uaues o
those who have been engag d in the work of erecting this
building and have bronght it to such a very sutistactory oon-
clusion, viz.:

Hopkins & Wily, architects,

Contractors:

D, Wilson, stone work,

Wanud & Cowan, brick work.

Johu MeDongall, iron work,

E. Maxwell, wood work.

Phittips & Wand, plastering.

Garth & Co., heating and plunbing.

H. Millen, painting and gluzing.

Prowse Bros,, rocfing.

E. Chanteloup, clock and other orummetation,

Muessrs, Marcus Ward & Co,, of Belfast aud London, have
issued & number of beautifully itluminated Christmas and New
Year's eards, specimens of which may be ebtained at Messrs,
Dawson Bros', Some of the cards are got up in fourteenth and -
fifteenth century styles of illmmination, others bear comice de-
vices, and all without exception aredesigned with much taste
and printed with peefect delivacy and aceuracy. A novelty in
this line isa folded slip, the vatside of which presents the
f.r of a_book, containing a Christmas carol, words and musie,
with illuminated border in medieval taste. The curds are by
far the best of the Kind that we huve seen. .




