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The following is a literal translation
df the old Latin text of Adrian's Bull:

" Adrian, Bishop, sorvant, of the ser-
vants of God, to our most deaotr Son in
Clist, the illustrious King of the
English, greeting, and thc Apostolical
Lenediction.

" lie thouglts of Youlr Highlnîess are
laudably and profitably directed to the
gre:aîter glory of your nîanc on earth and
to ic incrcase of the roward of, etornal
lappiness in haven, vlci as a Catholic
Prince you propose to yourself to extend
the borders of the Clirci, to announce
the truths of Ghristian F aith to ignorant
and barbarous nations, and to root out
the wcods of wiokedncss from the fields
of the Lord; and the more cllctnally to
accomplislh this, yo implore the counsel
and ivor of the Apostolic Sec. In vlicl
matter we fool assured that the higher
your aims are, and the more discreet
your procee(ings, the h appier, witlh
Glod's aid, will be the result; bocuise
those udertakings that proceed fr-on
the ardor offhiti.i and the love of relir:eon
are sure always te have a prosperous end
and issue.

"It is beyond all doubt, as your Hig-l
ness alse dth acnowlcdge, that Irelaind,
and all the islands upon which Christ
the Sui of Justice his shone, and which
have received the . knowledge of the
Christiai faith, are subjoet to the author-
ity of St. Peter and of the Most Hloly
Roman Clurch. lcereoi. ve are the
more desirous to sow in thcm an accept-
able sced and a plantation pleasing tinto
God, because we know that a most
rigorous account OF them shiall be re-
quired of us hercaftr.

Now, most dear Son in Christ, you
have signified to us that you propose to
enter the island of Ireland to establislh
the observance of lav among the people,
and te eradicate theweeds of vice; and
that yen are willing to pay from every
house one penny as an annual tribute to
St. Peter, and to preserve the riglhts of
the churches of that land whole and
inivielite. \Ve, thoereooe, receiving with
due favor your pious and laudable
desires, and graciotsly granting oui
consent to your petition, declare that it
is pleasing and acceptable to us, that for
the put:pose of enlarging the limits of the
Church, setting bounds to the, torrent
of vice, reforming cvil manners, plan ting

the secds of virtue, and increasing
Christian faith, you shoild enter tli
island and carry into oflect lhose thingi
which belong to the service of God and
to the salvation of that poople; and thaif
the people of that land should lonorably
recoive and reverence yon as Lord ; the
riglhts of the clrchoIs being preserved
uintouclied and entire, and rescrving tho
annual tribute of one penny froin every
liouse te St. Peter and the most Holy
Roman Chuirch.

"If, theretore, yoiu resolve te carry
those designs into exeonItion, lot it bó
your study te forni that people to good
morals, and take stuch orders both by
youirsclfand by those wloin youî shall
find qualified in fîith, in woi·ds, and in
condict, thalt te Clurch inay be adored,
and the practices of Christian faithi be
pIanted and iiicreascd ; and let all tiat
tends to the glory o God and tho
salvation of souls be so ordered by yo
that you may deserve te obtain fiom
Cod an incase of overlasting reward,
and iay securc on earth a gloriotus naiò
tlroiglout all time. Civen at RoIloe,"
&c.

Before we procced vith the inquiry
as to the genuinleiness of this letter of
Pope Adrian, 1 muist detain the roader
with a few brief pieliminar'y romîarkls.

First: Somle passages of this impor-
tant document have been very unfaCtiirly
dealt with by modern writers whilo
purporting to discuss its mirits. Thuls,
for ilstance, Piof. Riehey, in his "Lec-
tures on Irish Hlistor'y,"' preseniting a
translation of the Latin text, te thie.lady
puîpils of th Alexandra College, makes
the Poitifi to write " You have signi-
fied te us, our ivell beloved son in
Christ, that yoi propose to enter tho
island of Ireland in.order to subdue the
people, etc.... . . Wc, trlicioore,
regarding your pions and laudabledesign
witii duo fivor, etc., do hereby declar
our vill and pleasure, that for the pur-
pose of enlarging the borders o the
Chîurch, etc., you do enter and take
possession of that island."* Suicli an
erronceous translation mnust be the more
blaned in the piesent instance, as it
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