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heart, that was shaking its tranquillity to the ;
centre. Though it was evident that she was §
highly favoured in the household of the princess, §
and that sort of indulgence aceorded to her as to ¢
a younger and lovelier member—yet she appeared §
to be the object of a sort of deference granted her ;
more spontancously than studied, for which Milton g
could in no way account.  That she was clever g
and accomplished, it was true; yet withal humble g
and affectionate; true, too, that she possessed E
that subduing and spiritual east of beauty, winning  §
all hearts, which as Mitton remarked on her first :
appearance seemed rather to belong to the spirit ;
world ihan to this, and to one early destined for §
some brizhter sphere. Yet could that searcely :
accormt for the tendernes, mingled with respect g
ad admiration, untonched by envy, which ap- §
peaved in the household of the princess, to be the g
dower of the. highly-tavoured girl.  Yet was all g
this Little gain to Milton, and only served to ¢
Taise a fire in his heart which it seemned hopeless 2
that he could communicate to hers. e often
conversed with her—on art, on science, or philo- §
sophy; vet did it only serve to open to him the ¢
treasures of & mind which enly made him feel g
more deeply the worth of all he failed to obtain.
They were perfectly intimate—quite on an easy, ¢
friendly footing—jested together, laughed ‘to-
gether—yct he felt that he had advanced no nearer
to Lier than on the day of their first meeting ; and
when he attempted to draw the conversation to
More interesting themes—on the passions and the
graver mystéries of the human heart, she instantly g
Metamorpliosed them into subjects of mirth or
bimter, which almost maddened one of his serious §
and eamest temperament—or on herself, she was §
Quite ilent or turned it away on come alien sub- H
Ject, ) $
Iis society she ncither appeared to seek nor g
thun, She was never reserved nor ungracious §
when he approached; yet ho felt that his advan- ;
%8 Were quite unreciprocated, and that but for ¢
brenuous offorts on his own part, their intercourse §
¥ould be altogether discontinued.  If she shunned ;
bim he never pereeived it-—she was of too gentle §
d gracious a nature to wound the feclings of
Buy. « Andyet, by Heaven!” thought Milton— I §
ave sometimes thought that when thrown off her
8uard or when under the excitement of conversa- §
lion, T Lave discovered a something in her cyes g
M4 50 regardless or indifferent as she would have $
e believe—but impossible—it is my own too §
asily deluded fancy, and I will approach her no g
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leamed men of Florence, he had easy nccess, he
found several of the ludies grouped round the
princess, and Giulin Reni, apparently, in a nearly
fainting condition, supported in the arms of her
mistress,  They were funning her and bathing her
face with perfumes, and appeared very anxious
and serious on her account.  But Giulia quickly
recovered, and smiling, said that it way really
nothing very alarming, and that it was only their
kindness that had maguitied it into anything at all ;
only a sudden momentary oppression at the heart,
of late habitual to her, but which wis now quite
gone, and had left no serious results more than on
former occasions,  Observing the entrance of
Milton, ehe professed herself quite well, and rose
and threw herself on a couch at an open window,
to enjoy the fresh warm air.

“ What had ailed La Signora Reni {"—said
Milton to the princess.

“ A few ludy-like fancies—Giuletta cara—you
love to be petted, is it not §"—

And then Francesea tried to laugh ; but Milton
saw that she watched her favourite with an un-
usual solicitude, and that every body that day
was to her in & more deferential and indulgent
mood than usual.

Milton talked with the princess and her ladics,
while Giulia rat in silence by the window, apart
from the group. He looked unusually well that
morning, and was more than commonly animate.
Not the animation of levity, but ow those lofty
and serious themes on which he found himsclf
sometimes, and was most at home, and on which
he talked, when he unbent, like one inspired.
After one of these bursts of cloquence, when, with
those hyacinthine locks and seraphic countenance
with which he is described, hesSmust have looked
no unfeeling representative of Lis own Raphael
while discoursing on paradise, Lis cye wandered
from the group he was ostensibly addressing, in
the dircction of Giulia Reni. She had turned
towards him, and her ¢yes, where her whole soul
seemed for the moment to have wandered, were
fixed upon him with such a gaze as he had never
secn there before. She caught his eye and
blusbed painfully—her face, neck and forehead
being covered with crimson; all the more re-
markable as it was such a deviation from a man-
ner calm and sc-ene, even to coldness—and then,
as if overcome by confusion, quickly rose and left
the apartment. As he had noreason to think her
embarrassment remarked by any one else, as soon
28 he could disengage himself from the group, ho
arose and followed in the direction where she dis-
appeared—with little hope, however, of meeting
her. <Moo wandered through the gnrdens where
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