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OP' TIuE DEIJATE ON WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE IN TUIE IlRiTrisit BOUSE 0F

COMMONS.

The Resolution nioved by Mr. Mason was in the foiloving ternis:
"I'hat in the opinion of this Flouse the Parliamentary franchise should bc
cxtended to womnen who possess the qualifications which entitie men to

* vote, and wbo in Ai matters; of local govcrniment have the right of voting.
In nîoving his Resolution, Mit. MASON said it siniply meant the giving of

the Parlianicntaryfranchiseto those wonien who aircady possessed thevote for
municipal counicils, for schoul hoards, for boards of guardians, and other
sinîliar niatters. It seemeil to hlmn a great act of injustice to wonien whu

* discharged the dulies of citizenship, paid rates and taxes, and in many other
ways fulfiled the obligations imposcd on thrni by L. , that the voting
power which thcy pseedholstpshort of the vote for nieînbers of

thatHoue. H trste tha th Goemmet, henthey brought in their
Reformi Bi, would be bold enough to give the franchise to wonien who
were qualified to excîcise il.

BARON DE WORMS, in scconding the resolution, said that the fact of his
doing so afforded a sufficient proof that this was not a party question. Mr.
Disraeli said in z866 that a woman having property ought to have a vote.
I n the course of the present Parliament probably a large nieasure of elec.
toral reformiwould bcintroduced, its object.being to cxtend the franchise
to Vamlbuesintecuty et, wief twas proposed to give these
the franchise, it wouid bc withheid froni women who were better educated,

*and who in some instances might bc the employers of the very men on
whom the right of voting %vas about to be conferred. A vote %vouid bc given
to the uneducated yokel, whiie it would be refused to the educated wumnan
wvho enmpioyed hini. One-seventh of the English landhoiders wcre womcen.
It had neyer been assumed that womien were less loyal and patriotic than
men. They were educated and intelligent, and what reason could there lue,

* in the face of facts like these, why the House of Commons should withhold
from women so quaiified the priviieges and rights to which, in bis opinion,
they were .as miuch entitled as men.

MR. E. A. LEATHANI, in opposing t!.e proposai, said nothing could exceed
the sinîplicity with which its advocatcs ignorcd the universal practice of
rnanlcind in ill ges and countries. For %vhat reasons werc womin tohe en-
franchiscd ? It could not be that women paid taxes, for taxation and repre-
sentation had long since shaken hands and parted. The mian wvho mnade

r- the iargest contribution to the State was the drunk.axd, who had no vote at
aIl. It 'vas required that the voter shouid le a man, for the right of voting
had always bcen based upon nîanhood. But it was said that the municipal
franchise had been given to women. If, however, Parliamient had made a
mistake which was trivial, thit was no reason for nîaking a mistake which
might be serious in its resuits. The truc woman, pure, faithful, and shrink-
ing froni puhlicity, was noble enough aiready ; oniy let her retain that nobil.
ity, and she wouid ncvcr regret bcing debarred froîin the mire and filth of a
political ciection.

MR. INDr)zw*;cK raid he had some difficulty in corning to a conclusion
%vhcther the hon. member for Ashton-under.Lyne intendcd to give the
franchise to women in general or oniy to womcn entiticd to vote in local
elections. It must bc rernembered that %vomen could already bie church-
wardens, parish constables, overseers, or even high sherliffs. But had any
one heard of women holding these offices, and wis it flot therefore a fair
argument to say they would not hold other similar offices, even if the rigbt
to hold themi were conferred upon them? The fact was, the question was

* encircled with difficuities, and hc doubted whether the .advantage to bc
gained would outweigb these difficulties. He believcd-that the« enfranchise.
nment of women would bc a calainity to the country, becauise it would add
tens of tbousands to that aiready too numerous ciass of electors wbo did
flot know their own minds.

MR. Ema.s AsiiNE,%D BAwRTi.>rr did flot agree with the hon. and learned
gentleman who had just rat down, that the confcrring the franchise upon
w4om en woul d increase t le fluctuating opin ion of the country. He thought,
on the contry, that the views of women on the. great social, economical,
and moral questions, which 'vexe really of more importance than so-calied
political questions, %vere more stable than those of men. He feared the
hon. member had been soniciwhat unfortunate in the women wbose views
bie had the opportunity of studying. For bis own part he had found that
w'imèn %vec strongiy and permanently devotcd to the reclamation of the
race. They wcre devoted to the cause of temperance, of moraiity, of the
improved condition of the poor, and to the cause of education. it was im-
possible on grounds of logic to dcny w.omen the political suffrage.

MR. I3ERESFORD.HoPE opposed the Resolution, concluding his speech by
saigthat, in this time of the omnipotent reign of fads, the idea of enfran-
chsnthc charming portion of mankind wvas a preposterous and revolution.

ary suggestion.
MR. H-ENY H. ]f*owLa>R raid the hion. mnibers for Huddersfield and

Ryc îîever touchicd the principle on %vhicb the franchise uns gra ntcd.
Il wvas co*existcnit vitli the ovilrslipl or Occupation of property. lJie

owners and occupiers of one sex bcung admitted, it rcsted witb those 'who
objected to show why the other sex shold, bc exciuded. WVby should
they have it? Hc would rther put it: lVhy should :hey flot? Women
were taxed, and tbey ought to bc represented. He thought the House
overiookcd and neglectcd many questions in which the women of England
had the deepest interest. He believcd this extension of the franchise
wouid be not a political danger but a political. benefit. It was for this
reason, and also bccause he couid not ignore the bistorical fact that the
influence of womeîî for the last fifty yers had always been on the side of
the good and the truc, that he should bc giad to sec wonîen brought
within the paie of the Constitution.

MR. NEWDEGATE said the hon. niember had ended his remarks with a
political watchword-progrcss. H-e was afraid that in his duil constitutionai
wvay hc shouid bc obiiged to, answcr that with the question, IlWhither ?"
He asserted that in the constitutional history there was an antecedent
condition to the occupation or possession of property, and that quallifica-
tion wvas fitness. He Iiad seen an hon. meniber expeiled frorn that House
because he was flot of sound mind. (Laughter.> Bankrupts were flot it,
wonmcn were not fit-(hear, hear, and inurmurs> -and priests were not -fit.
(Loud laughter).

MaI. ]AcoB BRIGHTI raid that %-bat gave importance to the question now
wvas the fact, that the Government would endeavor to extend the franchise.
Those who were in favor of the preserit motion s&roftgly objected to the
franchise being; extended as it bad been heretofore. They said if'it Wvas to
be household suffrage it should be -seat household suffragé. It was esti-
niated that something like one house in seven had a woman as its head.
Why-were those women ? One of them was a woman of property, another
was eminent in art or literature, another was a benevolent woman who,
went about as a ministering angel among the pooi and siiflfring, and the
major part would be persons; in humble life who wàrked bard to support
their famiiies. WVhy, then, should these bouses be passed over? That
question had flot been answered that night in a manner to satisfy either
the people of this country or those who, were excluded from. the franchise.
To declare mromen incapable of voting, howevcr large their property, and
howevcr great their intellect, and to declare men who possessed neither
property nor intellect capable of voting, was calculated to degrde women
in their own estimation and in the estimation of the public at large. He
beiieved it would be advantageous to woman to have the franchise, and
advantageous to menîbers of thez House to have their support.

it. RAiKES raid hc recognized in woman a great moral superiority to,
the other sex, but if they. were going to detach ber froni those duties
peculîarly ber own and ask ber to tura ber attention to political questions,
study the colurans of the daily newspapers to the exclusion of other
duties, and to take ber out of that sphere in which she contributed so,
largely to the happiness; of the other sex, he feared the result would be fair
from beneficiai. In voting against this Resolution, so far from being desir-
ous of disparaging the merits of women, be was only anxious to save for
themn the safe and honorable seclusion which be -believed -had beeni given
theni by nature and by geheral consent for their bappiness.

MR. Coukair;y protested against the notion that woman would be de-
graded by-being brought.into.contact withpolitica. life. On thecontramy
it would supply îvhat she requirdA, %vhetbcer for herself or as the companion
of man. Women had assisted so .admirably in administcring the poor-
laiv- that the Local Government Board itself had nominated them where
tbey had not been elected, and successive Presidents endeavored to pro-
mote their election. So far as bis experience of public life went, wonîen
excrcised their political funictions just as.ecasily as men.

The A-TToRNiEY-GENERAI. (Sir H. James> said.women lacked.the experi-
ence wbich was necessary for the conduct of public -affairs. The men
sitting in that bouse had all practical experience in difrerent walics of ý.ife-
Somie liad nxilitary experience, others legal, and others commercial. But
%vhat knowledge had women of such matters. There were many men who
cared littie for political life, but who-found their happiness in their bomnes, and
who believed that upontbestabiiity of tbosehomesthe greatness and prosperity
of the country depended. If once they sbould think that the women who
formed their happincss iiere about. to bc called froni their bousesý to join
in public aff.airs,.tbcy would. unhesitatingly prohibit such a niovenient.

The House divided, and the numbers were-
For Mfr. Mason's.Resolution *. z4.
Against..............3o,

The Resolution was therefore lost.

THE WOMEN DID It.

The pastor of Tremont Temple, Rcv. Dr. Ellis, closed bis discourse in
review of Rev. Dr. Croshy's caini view, witb 'this cloquent peroîation:

A conîpany of mien were once raising the heavy frane of a mill ; tbey
bad-startcd to raise the nmain vent, as it ià talied;' but wheri part way up,
%when they had reacbed the ilpinch in tht vent,' the forenian saw bis nmen
'vere about to fail. ' Up with kt, nien,' lie crie&. Tbey bent to theý polis,
but it bung above theni as a dead. fal; tbey could flot raise it past the
1 pinc]h.' ' Lift, min, for your; livcs lift,' cried the forernaii, But the Mn


