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TRUTH.

knll. Tho reason why contact by the hand is
8o much more fatal than through the head,
is that eloctricity travels through tho water
in tLa human body.  The hair of tho head is
a non.conductor. Yousco that when you
comb your hair with a rubbet comb.  Any-
thing that cleetricity attracla is a non-con-
ductor, 'Tho Lones were also non-conduct.
ors, andin olecteical oxecntions liko that
of Kommler tho bones of the skull have to
bo penetratod. Tho trus way w exccute a
criminal is to send the current through his
body from ono arm of tho death chair to an-
other. Thoarms, hands, and fingersare full
of blood, which isa good conductor of cloc-
tricity. Lot the “ands bo properly cleansed
and moistencd and the ch.»go would pass
through the heart, causing insiant "death.”
Coming from 8o cminent an authority on
olectricity, this opinion ought nottobelightly
sct aside. It scems unfortunate, indeed,
that Mr. Edison’s opinionhiad not been scught
when the arrangementa for the execution
wero being made,

Lookingat the somewhat unsatisfactory
result of the triol, ono is led to ask, What is
likely to bo the offect of the experiment in
rclation to the new law? One thing is cer-
tain, that it will fail to end the contmversy
that has been waged over the substitution of
tho dynamo for the gallows. Witness the
opinion of Mr. Edisou, as also the following
from the New York Sun: *The first dutyof
the next Legislature will be to repeal the
electrical execution law and restore the old
method of administering the death sentence
by hanging. Scientific curiosity has heen
gratiicd sufficiently by this onc awful ex-
periment.”  Also this from the New York
World: “The first cxperiment in clectriea
oxccution should be the last. Its cesult
strongly crndemns this methoa ot puttng
crininals to death as very crucl and very
shocking.” It would be wmatter of regret,
however, if the .pponents of tho new law
should succeed ; at least, beforo further test
has been made.  That the new method isan
improvement on hanging, by which, asin the
case of the unfortunate Harvey, the poor
wretch is frequently put to death by the slow
process of strangulation, must be conceded
by all who admit any weight to the testi-
mony of the physicians present the other
morcing. With perfect unanimity they ex-
pressed their opinion that conscionaness fled
at tho first charge of the fluid, and nover
again rcturned.  If civilized nations are not
yet prepared to dispensealtogether with tho
death penalty, they are certainly bound to

.muake tho cxit of tde criminal as painless as

possible  And that this end was gained by

* tho new method 2o one scems to question.

‘The Montreal Witness appears to think

ericans conld teach us o useful lesson

tical ethics.  Referring to the great fu-
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Isters aud nearly 22,000,000 members, Dur-
fug tho year there has been an Incroase of
8,600 churchos, nearly 4,000 miuisters and
noarly 1,000,000 members. Tho most num-
crous denominstion is tho Romar Catholie,
with ita 7,600 churches, 8,300 priests, otc.,
and 8,277,000 population, of whom 4,076,000
avo estimated to Lo cominunicants. Thoen
comn tho Methodists, with, in round nvm.
bers, 4,980,000 communicants ; Baptists,
4,202,000 {resbyterinns, 1,220,000; Luth-
craus, 1,086,000 Congregntionalists, 401,
000, and Episcopalians, 480,000, Tho in.
creaso fn the Catholic population during the
Z:nr was 421,700, Tho catimated gain in
catholic communicants was over 233,000
I'ho growth of Protestant membership was
2 Tho Mothodfsta gained more than
256,000, tho Baptista moroe than 213,000, the
Lutheinns 98,000, the Presbyterians nearly
49.000, the Congregationulists more than
16,000 aud the Episcopaliana abo st 9,500.
lio accession of now membors was oven
larger thun these figures, since in overy do-
nomination thero were deaths of members
whose places were filled by new uisi-
tions. ?[‘hc number of deaths in the Meth-
ohist Episcopal body, for example, was ro-
ported at 28,300.”

These who aro trying t6 make themselves
believe that Christianity is losing its hold
upon the people, will derive little comfort
from a consideration of the foregoing figures,
whose sigpificance will hardly be sct asido
by tho oft-quoted objection, *¢That an in-
creaso of numbers does not necessarily imply
an increase of aggressive onergy, or of the
Christly spirit.” On tho other hand, those
who have the welfare of tho church at heart
will find much to cucournge and inspire in
tho record of the past year.

To stand where man has a:aver stood, to
perform feats which have defied thostrength
and skill of others isan ambition whichmnany
fondly cherish. In this respect two Alpine
climbers, now visiting this continent, have
just succeeded. They climbed to the sammit
of Mount Sir Donald, in the Canadian rock.
ics, o feat that has hitherto defied pedes.
trians. They have taken observations which
they propose to report to the Dominion
Goverzment and to their own clnb in Swit-
zerland  What the ndvantage of these
obscrrations will prove it is dificalt to sy,
any further than that they will likely gra-.
tify tho curiosity of there who have been
wondering what was up there boyond their
reach. The success of these visitors, who
assure us that the difficalties of tho British
Columbia monntain are not excoecded by the
Jungfrau, is anillustration of the old say-
ing,” practicc makesperfect.” Why shoaldn't
they do better than others; climbing is their
business?

A letter of applicatian, said to have leen
written by o young woman in Montreal in
answer to an advertisoment by an English
lady for a servant, has been going the ronnds
of the press, and as it is qaite 8 cariosity in

‘ > gm-t notwithstanding the Joud boastingof 1ts way, and oclipye all others of its kind,
" Canadisnsof the superior morals of thoso TruTit would help to suve it from oblivion.
780 Livo morth of the boundary hine,

Theo lctter rans as follows :

Dear Madam,—I think your placo will
suit mo very well, as I know the ndvantages
of travelling in wilening tho mind and
su'cagthcningtho character generally. If I
came to you I should require tho ase of the
piano threo evenings a week to keep up my
music, and on tbe other throe cvenings i
should wish to go out with a gentleman
iriend.  On Sunday aftrmoon and cvenng,
whoen my friends usually como to ase me, I
shonld wauit tho use of the dinivg-room to
recsive them in. I should not mind taking
tho children out sometimes when yon are
cspecially busy, as I like to oblige, but 1
conld not audertake 1t regular.  Hoping to
ieat Scom you, as I am surc we shall suit
other, il the wages are good, I ~vmain,

RN L
8 fenninencas of this cpistls may bo
&ty skioen who have never grappled
oily with thidorvant girl-difficalty ;
oan wha.bivs had cxporience it
nosidogincredible, tho: gh, pes
Me-SPeonger sropn. ARTthing
Sde.with, - Whois to Llame
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Animportantdecision has just beon rendor-
ed by tho 8upremo Court of Canada on the
question, whether or not it is ultm vires of
a provinriad governmont to pass o Inw such
as the following, which occours n tho
amended Liquor License Lows for Outario ¢
 In the caso of an application for a tavorn
or sboplicense by a porson who {snot, at tho
time of making such application, a lcensco
under th0 Act, or in tho cas of an applica-
tion for such liconso fr or tinasfer there"
‘to promises which aro not then liccused, thoe
potition must be accompanied by a crtifi-
cato sigued by a nsjority of clectors en-
titled to volo at clections for tho Lagislative
Assembly in the polling sub-division in
which the pranisessought to bo licensed aro
situated, and the said majority must includo
at loast one-third of tho maid clectors who
are at the timo of such applicution rosidents
within the said polling sub-division.” Thoso
opposed to tho law argue that if the princi
plo of preventing tho issuo of liccnses Lo
volid, it is conccivable that Prohihition
ghouldbointroduced throughout theProvince
throngh the instrumentality of an act of the
Local Legislaturc; whereas to prolubnt,isthe
function of the Federal government. The
Court, however, did not sustain this view,
but held that “‘the Legislaturo could pro-
perly impase thess conditions to the obtain-
ing of o license, and tho provision 1s not
ultm vires tho Local Legialature as being a
prohibitory measure by reason of the rate.
payers being able to prevent any licenses
being issued, nor is it a measuro in restraint
of trade by affixiug o stigma to the business
of selling liquor.” The importange of this
decision from a temperance point of view
will bo readily scen. It removes all doubts
concerningtheconstitutiounlityofa provision
whichis regarded asonc of the most desirable
amendmenta of last session.

The rcluctance of the Dominion and
Qucbee governments, to cspousc tho causs
of tho fricndless immigrant girl who waa
seduced and ruined by the man that saould
bave been her guardian, gives strong ground
for the accusation of o contemporary, tlat
“were there any poliucal object to bo serv-
od Ly prosecuting the casc, thesc two Gov-.
emments would be quarrelling as to whica
should do it.” 'The case is peculiar, and sad
withyl. Scduction, in the oycs of tho law,
being aun cffence against the parents or
guardinn of & minor victam, thesc must bring
the action for damages. But parents or
guardians, in this country, the girl has
none. Those who cdtno ncarcst to filling
that position are the Domunion government,
which assisted the gl hither, and tho Pro-
vincial government which is the gnandian at
law of all minors who bavo neither parcats
norguardiana.y government ovald pro-
coed agunsticX unprincipled seducer.
Therefore to quibble over thoquestion, upon
whom does the greater responsibility rest,
18 unworthy of men who have the honor of
their country at heart, and upon whom 1s
laid thedaty of putting down injustice, op-
pression and wrong. The unscemly spectaclo
prescuted by two governmeuts, cach of
which profcsses to ba the champion of tho
nightaand libertica of tho peoplo they gosern,
sccking to  evade a work so philanthropic
and commcondablo is not calculated to in-
creaso the respect of tho people for their
rulers, or to creato the impression that they
are actuated by purc and unselfish inotives.

The Iatest addition to ths world of news
papers is catirely in Latin, advortiscmonts
and all, and its object is to prove that Latin
should again bocomo what it was in the
middlo ages, the universal languaga

Thero is 2 suspicion 1 political carcles in
England -thar the reomt vt of Emperor
William to Osborne, where hespeat a couple
of dsys with lus. Royel Grandmother and

- uncles, ing o greater significance than would

scom from ‘the unostontationts manner in

which it was carried-out. Xt will Lo re-
mombered that a formes visit In 1888 nfford-
od tho starting-point leading to the Anglo-
German agroement, by which the disputo
between tho two nations regarding thelr
African posscssions hias booa so eatisfactort.
ly adjusted. And zow it is roported that
this encrgotic ruler is contemplating o far
greater schemo, and ono that affects moro
intimatoly and vitally tho woll being
of the workingmen in Germany and
throughout nil Europo. This is no ather
than a treaty of peaco among tho
nations of Europe, which would allow
of a large reduclion of thoir standing
armics, It is reported in official oircles
that his visit to tho Czar is to obtain that
Enmperor’s couscnt to another Borlin Con-
gress for this purpose. It is not thorght
probable, however, that tto Crar ~iid fall
in with the schemo unless asseciated’ with
tho restoration of Russian domination in the
Balkaus and the permauent satisfying of
Frunce.  8till, as it is tuo unexpocted tuat
gencrally happens, who will undertake to
say that this Iaudable project will not be
realized? That it muy sucoeed) thousands
will devoutly pray.

Last Suaturday Mr. Justice MacMahon
gave his decision in the now famous caso of
tho Town of Cobourg and others again.t the
Board of Regents of Victorin University.
Tho decision. covers thres points, viz, tho
right of Victoria to federate with tho Pro-
vincial University, tho right of Victorin. to
remove from Cobourg to'l‘omnw.-n.w

control of the fund which is being colldadpd: -

by Dr. Potts for the crection of building®in
Toronto, . Tho decicion is a victory for the
University, which, after meoting certain

sr-cified conditions, willbe free to carry out
tho federation scheme. These conditions
are, thatthe scheme of federation shall bo
assented to abn properly constituted meet-
irig of tho authoritics “vompetent to decide,
that the Town of Cohourg, iu the event of
removal, shell be compensated for the fivo
acres of Yand deeded by if to the institution,
and that tho subscribers to Farady hall,
who so demand, shall have the amounts of
their subscriptions refunded.  Whether the
plaintiffs will necept tho decision and refrain
fcum carrying their courso to a bigher coart
remains to bo scen.

1Vith only 14,000,000 gallons of water in
thoreservoir, and a daily consumption of
10,000,000 gallons, the prospect, in case any
accident should happen to the waterwork’s
cugiue, is not particularly cheering. A
water famine at any time would entaif end-
loss jnconvenmience and much suffering, but
in this hot weather,when so much is required
to mect the wanws of the awellering citireas,
a failarein thisdirection would be a calamity
indecd- Those who realizo the ginvity of the
situation will carnestly hopo that Enginoer
Broogh's arsumncea conoerning the ability
of the eugiue o endure the high presaure at
which 1t has for 20 Joug -been running, may
pot prove doceptive. Let the citizens
second the cfforts of the authoritics and
oconomize Wherover-cconomy may bo prac-
used, and tho danger will soon be past.

How much tho success of tho wholo often
dopends upon the proper working of thosev-
cral parts wasstrikingly illustrated by thero-
cent break at tho Sanlt Canal. Though closed
to traffic for only 88 hours, tho loss tho stop-
pagocatailed upon the country ingeneral, is
cstimatod at over §1,000,000. Noless thax182
vessels were congregated at ono timo; whilo
tho total numbar delayedis 265. Theso car-
ried o total cargo of 248,484 -tons snud pas-
scogors to the nymber of 1,362 of whom 1,302
wero tourists and 02 locals. Tho averago
timo for which tho total of 205 vessels woro
dolayed.is 1 day, 16 lhiours, and 32 minutes.
Tho losa to vesscl owners alope 'will bo $30,
000 per day.



