
-. 7~~THE GOOD NEWS.

THE MINISTER'S TRUE LIFE
AND WALK.

The. true minister muet lie a true Chris-
'tian. He muet b. cailed by God, before
h. can cail others te God. The apostie
Paul thus smates, the. matter: ,"God hath
reeonciled us te himWof by Jeans Christ,
and hath given to us the ýninistry of re-
conciliation." They were first reconciled,
and thon they had given te themi the-
maiuistry of reconciliation. Are we reeon-
eiled t Lt ishutreasonable that a iian who
in to act as a spiritual guide te othere, should
himef kuow the. wey of salvation. Lt
bas been frequently said that Ilthe, way te
heavea is blocked up with dend lirofessors ;"
'but it is net aise true that the melanciioly
o&bstructien is net eomposed of membra of
charohes ouly. Let us take heed unto
Otrselves 1

As 'athe minister's lif. is," in more than
ene respect, Ilthe. life Of a nhinistry," let usspeak a fow words on Ilministerial holy
living."

Let us seek the. Lord e«ýrly-"i if mnv
heart bo early seaseujed w'ith li& presýc~
it will savour of Ilim ail day after,"
(Bishop Hall; Psa. v4e vide Hebrew).-
Let us sec God before man everv day-"s 1
Oughit to prav before seeingy any one.
Oftert when I* sleep long, or Muet with:Othetià varly, and then have faumiily-prayui.,
aud b-enkfýtsty Und forenoon ea lers, omit,is eleven or twelve o'clock before 1 beoin
secret prayer. This is a wretched cyLm
It is4 Unscriptul-aa4 Christ rose before day,
and went intO a solitary place.
Family.piayeî loses nch of its power and
sweetniezs; and I can do no good te thos
who corne te se2k for mne. The conscience
feels guilty, the soul unfed, the lumnp flot
trimmed. Thon, when secret prayer cornes,
the seUl is often euit Of tulle. I feel it far
botter te bec-in with God-te sec Hi fc
firSt-to get xny soul near Him before it
is near another. . . . It is be8t te
have çtt least one heur aloite qoit God,
before engaging in anything cIsc. At the
11anic time, I must be careful not te reckon
Comamuuion with God by Minutes, or heurs,
Or bY solitude." (M'Chcyne.)

.Heur this truc servant ef Christ exhort-iDg a belOed brother-"' Take hecd to
tll ef Youx Own seul le your first, and

greatest care. You know a sourd body
alonae ean work with power, much more a
kealthy 8oul. Keep a clear conscience
through the blood of the Lamb. Keep up
dose communion with God. Study 11ke-
nes te Hlm in ail thinlM. Rosad the. Bible
for your own growth firat, then for your
people."t

"With him," says his biegrapher, "'tii
commencementt of ail labor inveriably cen-
sisted in the preparation of his own soul.
The forerunner of each day'. visitaton
was a calin isesson of private devotion,
daring norning hours. The walls of hii
ohamLr were witnesses of bis prayerful-
nesa-1 believe of bis tears as well as of
his euies. The pIeam~nt souný nf peaimu.
often isisued from, bis roem at 'an esrly
hour. Then followed the readlng of the,
Word for his own sanctification; and fow
have se fullv realised the bleeaing of the
firat psalm." Woluld thiat it were se with
us ai! "lDevotion is thelife of religion-
the very Boul of piety-the highest em-
ployeet of grace," (Bi.sbop Hall). It is
inucli te be féared that ,"we are weak in.
the ckosc L," (J9mes).

Let uis s-~e cuniiuîlion with God as-
uiîietdin a youth of abolit twent.y.-.

.Jawes laueav vritas of bDis brother John:
1 ome~ hKd in yelf 1li. might take the

nioro exa t noti<-, of thot iatercolirge that 1,
ludgrel was lkept Upt between him and.
G6-. Bat 0 wiat a sl)ectaole d*- i 1se!
Sai1 vama walk-iUmZ %vith. God, conwers3ing

in a ! c: v am:riy with tliq reat
Jeh va1L. Metouh 1 sw eue W~king
with Gixi. Mýethougçht I saw a spilituat

mercantin abeaenly exchange, driving
a rieli trade for the treasures ef another
world. 0 what a glorious sight it wa% 1-
Methinks I sec him stili. How sweetly
did lis face s1hine! O with what a lovely
euntenance did he walk up and down-
lis lips g.ing, his body oft reRching up, as
if lie wouid have taken lis fliglit into
heaven! His looks, smites, and every
m otion, spake himn te be on the. ver con-
fines of glery. O had one but lcnown
what h. was then feeding on! Surely ho
hnd me'itt to eat which the world knew flot
of!"l This is te live indeed. What, a re-
buke te eur cold devetions! This is ltking
with God.
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