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We beg to advise readers of a change in our
premises, made last week. Our office and place
of publication is now at No. 10 Front St. East,
next door to the Board of Trade building. This
removal, itself an improvement, enables us to
add many other features that former limitations
of space would not allow. Correspondents or
visitors will please remember the change.
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P‘\REE text-books are not
vet in use n the public
schools of Toronto. , The Board
1S slow to impose upon the public
a burden that a snap verdict at
the polls decreed that the public
should bear. Itis prabable that
the introduction of free text-books
might have been indeanitely post
poned but for the pressure of the
labor ocganizations, which have
begun to puss resolutions renund-
g the Board that the books ot

~ -;‘.‘J the people’s children are to be

: AR
R 4 paid for out of the people’s taxes.
—iinxi®d  The Board has resolved, how-
ever, that only text-books shall be so supplhied dunng the current year.
Stationery and al! blank books are to be parchased by the parents.
Only such pupils as require new books 1n consequence of promotion
or of the wear-out of old Looks shall be furnished with new ones.
The sum placed in the estimates for this purpose is $5,000. Trustee
Baird has given notice that he will move that it be an instruction to
the Commuttee on Supphies that when providing free text-books they
purchase from the small dealers throughout the city at wholesale
prices, in such quantities as may be necded from time to time, any
stocks they may have on hand of sard text-books. This 15 only bare
. justice. Itisalmost certain that when the School Board comes on
the market to buy the year’s supplies in 1893, prices will be easy, as
o big a -ontract will be likely to cause a good deal of shadiny
among the publishers. The retailers found 1t hard tc get conces-
sions until the results of the arbitration on the prices of Readers last
year were reached. It remains to be seen it the Board can buy any

better.
i.'

Even people of imited means who send children to school are
not in the long run necessanly on the side of free text books. A
lutle atter-thought enables them to reahze that so far as the inten-

tion of the by.law is concerned, free teat books areto be perpetual.
That is, each citizen has to help buy all the pubhic school books “1sed
in the city as long as he pays taxes; whereas, il he were cumply re-
spansible for the cost of what books his own children used, he would
be released from the school book expense tn a comparauvely few
years, having no books to buy after lus children ceased attending
scaool.
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Many of the navelling representatives ot British book and British
stationery houses are taking a swilt and sure way of running their
business in this country completely into the ground. When the
traveller reaches such a point of wholesale distribution as this city,
he commionly takes a run into the country, visits the leading retail-
crs of the principal townsandmvites them to call at hissample room
in the city to examine lus stock andhisprices. Hecatches some bust-
ness n this way, but also alienates wholesale customers, who are as
Justly indignant at thas skimmung off the cream of thawr trade, as the
retalers are when a jobber deals directly with the best consumers
among their customess. The representatives of the Utited States
houses, 1! we except those carrying pencils and pads, show more re-
spect forthe nghts af their customers, and deal only with jobbers.
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Since our own stationery manufacturers have been able to make
so good a ciass of pad as is now generally produced n this country,
the representatives of United States houses have betaken them-
selves to the retal trade for business. The results have not always
been entirely sausfactory to the latter. They do not discover, some-
times before it 1s too late, that they have bought 40's, 60's or 80's in-
stead of 100's. Our manufacturers never put up in pads smaller
than 8o sheets. The quality 1s also generally accomimodated to the
cheapness, and this :nakes the goods backward sellers. A great lot
of stuff can be made to show well for very little money, but some-
thing more than show should be necessary to capture the retailer's
order, for value 1s always obtainable from our own manufacturing
stationers.

Q.Q

Travelling representatives of Briuish houses find Canadians slow
buyers, and the reason probably 1s that the Canadians find them
slow sellers. A jobber is 1n no hurry to place his order it he knows
that be hasseveral weeks of grace in which to decide.  He always
has this ample tume, for the traveller generally makes a very long
stay at every leading centre of trade. In the Umited States a hike
mmpediment 1s reported by Enghsh and Scotch travellers, who can
not see why Amencan jobbers do not make up their minds at once,
as the jobbers in Britishatiesdo.  In British cities the travellers do
not settle down to a quiet siege as they do here.

"Q

1t 1s cheering to note since Chnistmas the general absence from
the weekly change sheets 1ssued by the commercial agercies, of the
names of book, stationery, fancy goods and notions dealers 1n con
nection with assignments, chattel mortgages or other bus: ;ess dith
culues. The sobenng disciphine of past mistakes has had the bene-
ficial result of repressing buying zeal where wtused to be too stron,
Retailers are harder to sell to than they used to be, according to
travellers’ reports, and it 1s manifest that they are. To be sure there
15 not much being made, but less of what is made goes to pay for
white elephants in the forin of excessive and unsalable stock. The
book jobbers are generally showing an example of steadiness that
cannot fal to have good mfluence. Profits are coming into im-
portance tn the regard of the book jobbers. This of course applies
to the class of books that are not slaughtered by the big nusceilane-
ous stores.  In the latter description of bocks, thatis cheap 12 mos.,
prices are lower. This gives an advantage to the bookseller that
places him on an equal footing with the department store trader,
but 1t 1s only while the latter has books that were bought under the
higher prnice He will be able to get concessions on the reduced
figures, on account of the largeness of his orders.



