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‘ BIIIE VICTIM,.
? EAUTIFUL 13 the rural peture of o
: Canadian village! Its seattered whte-
- a0 wavhed eottages, its wotden churchyits
Tysone store and tavern, where village
pehticians 1nd village gossips assemble to
digeuss the affara of the province ot 1he
seunidal of the naghborhood  Athwart the
road, spanncd by o rustie brdge, dishes and
foume the ecrech, that probably gives afs
panie to the setthument—a turbulent Little
stream i spriag, a laszy, murmunng brook
in medsupnger  Here and there nestled
amony vieliards aad pasture ficlds, are secn
the more ambibous dwelhngs of the richer
whtatants, or the comfortible abodes ot
the mndependent farmaers There stands the
neat cottage, with its green-painted veran-
daly, ot the Doctor, o man well csteemed by
iz nerghbus, and finding mote worh 1 s
one acio ot grouud thin among hus patients
Thero on the kull, bleak snd bare, 13 the Min-
ter s house It Lag not been finashed long
and carries the stamp of newness on its face
The good mau may often bo geen earmng
Ins bicad, Literadly, by eultivating hus gar-
den

In such a willige, before the raptd pro-
gress of improvement had made ratlways,
and gpeculztions, and nowspapers things of
daly nee, or daily s13ht, hived an old coun-
try gertleman, a3 Lrtish settlers are wont
to call themsely ey, and s daughter Years
ago, wher fau Rvelyn could searcely prattle
her firat sweet monosyl \bles, Rachard Elwood
wat reduced from muependence and comfort
to all Lat penury  Inoan ovil hour he had
subseribed & bond for the benefit of a favor-
ito brother, who, for want of so small an
act of fraternal hindness, conld not procure
a good artuation ina T.ondon bank It was
a mero matter of form, of course, but 1t \.vas
necessary,ond Tichaed did it though against
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thie wishes of has wife, who felt har taek o
panful one, to counsel her husburd to tle
disadvantage of a hind and generovs hrother,
from vyyhom they had received many tasors
The y3sue showed the wisdem ot her advice
Poor Sydney, led into giv company, weak,
coxtravagant and recklcss, commenced by
appropriving small s me; and endel by
such Large ab tractioms, that, overwhc'med
with {error af tapending rwa and disgrace,
he commmutted smicide Ly porzon, at least such
wag gurmistd, altheugh posstive proof was
wantiug to confiem the dreadful deed

s brother waz summoncd to fulfil s
bend He did <o to the letter, but the shock
wag too great for Ius wife, and the day they
were to have exchanged thewr pretty country
house for poor lodgings, found her a corpse,
ashing no tenement but a few fect of mother
earth

Bioken-kearted, unfit for business, unedu-
cated for earning o lwing, Richard Elwood
collected the scattered remuants of tug pro-
perty, and with hus sole remaining treasure,
his baby daughter, embarked for Canada,
hoping to find consolation in an entirely duf
ferert phaso of 1%, and feellag - toat his
chgn&-gd fortunes would not be so hard to
LA ENG RhMlar tye 10 watel him.

Cedar Crech village boasted of scarcely
a dozen houges when the stranger atayed his
wandeniag foet among lts carly settlers
With a portiou of hts small property ho pur-
chased o humble dwelling stauding in the
midst of a few acres of bush, s industry
and labor soon rendercd s rough home
convenient within and preturesque without,
and g pateh of ground had been cnltivated
with so much duseretion and eare, that at
the epech when this story begins, 1t produced
almost ail that the frogal wants of Elwoed
and hes daughter demanded

Brvelyn grew to girlhood content and
happy m her sccluded home  She had
known no other, and fosnd in her house-
hold duties and rustic pleasures occupation
cnough Beauty was hers, beauty that made
Tachard Elwood & heartache when he thought
of her buried i such a spot, her mind uneul-
tivated, her talents running to waste, for
ygnorant and uncducated she appeared fo
him, fn whose memory the accomplishments
of her mother, and the refinements of ns
wisters were yet fresh  Stll Evelyn, con-
trasted favorably wath her peers  Inters
course with o pure, enhightencd nund hike
her father s had produced 1ts effects, and if
she were not versed in leaned lore, or lack-
¢d the showy nccomphishments of courtly
crreles, <he never uttered & coarse scntiment,
an wncorreet gentence, or shoched the most
fistidious taste by o movement or expreiston
ompatible with grace and modesty Poor
girl! she had fow socrd! pleasures  Men
ke Ehwood teldom adapt thematlves to o
new clags of mnds and manners, 1t Was
caner for e to put his haad to the apade
and the plough, or wield the axe snd the
hammer, than talk famelarly wath hus pushe
g, acate peghbor, who thought all gam
that filled his pochets, or mercased bis acres,
or hobnobbed with the tavern or store-
Leeper sensible, Loneat men ad they were,
So Rvelyn made her own friends as she grow
up, and few enough they were, amMODg them
Willie Morrig, @ farmer's son, tall, stalwart
and handsome, as most Canadian farmer’a

<ong are, born on the el their fathers hon-
c-t"tnll has won fumn hush and marsh

Willw but seldom walked beside the faw
Evclyn to the willage church, or jounul her
at the store and carried home her bashet of
purchases  Will's hand had planted some
of the prottest roses in her flower garuen,
and pruned the peach aad apple trees that
smothered the low-rvofed cottagen spring
with their blossoms Mr Elwocd hiked a
chat on country mattexrs with the lad, and
often tooh hiz counsel as to planting and
SUWIng

Another vinitor was the Schoolmazter—a
grave, $1¥n man, whose antecedents nobody
kuew, and whose abihitiez and mangers wero
fgr:“,abov? the humble capacity he filled
Many a Yong summer's evemng the teacher
would sit in tho porch with Elwood and
discourse of things dpd men never before
heard of by the sirble girl, who, cogaged
with her sewing, would looh up occasionally
to note the flashing of Paul Sylvester's eye,
or haten, with unconsceious enjoyment, to
ihe music of his voice

At Mr Elwoods request Sylvester had
RAEED s “nnambltious. studies of tha=yyis
Tagle ruajden, had taught her ungophisticated
Bind the simiplest combinations of figares,
and her fingers the first elements of Vrritten
characters. That had been in her childish
years, and cven !ater he had frequently lent
her books and snswercd her questions, but
Evelyn was altrays shy of addressing him,
and venerated and feared Jum far more than
her father, whose mild character softened
down his superionty and wepired moro love
than reverence.

So time passed til} Evelyn was approach.
Ing her mxteenth birth-day  Willie pleased
himself with rechoning how long he should
bo 1n converting the wild land bis father had
given hia in an adjoming townslup, 1mnto a
fit homo for the maid he loved, Still ho found
it hard to abeent humself from her sotiety,
and i farm progressed but slowly in con-
sequence, No word of love had yet been
spoken, but by taeit conmsent ther fature
lives stemed verged tn ono antcrest

It was sumuacr weather, clear, calm and
beatiful as blue sky, sofs breezes and green,
leafy forests could mako it Wathe, for a
few months, had been unusually devoted to
s estate, working wath a atout and merry
heatt, looking forward te a happy day or
two with hig parents, and the sweet welcome
of Evelyn It was her burtheday, well be
hnew 1t—had he not marscd it stace she was
a curly-headed cluld? After turming hia
tired borse looge e hus father's pasture-held,
ko tooh the nearest cat to Blwood s cottage,
that he might give her s Lrat greeting and
ample love tohen  Following a mossy path,
that led through a mne grove shirting his
fathers farm, ho was presently arrested by
the sound of voices It was o lomely spot,
and though he had often passed that way on
liz road to Elwoods, he had never before
met a human baing  Cunosty gave way to
surprize, however, when, on peening through
the trees, ho spied, seated side by sude, Paul
Sylvester and KEvelyn o was tallang, she
Listentng, somewhat anviously and perplox-
od, Willie thought, but be quichly made s
presence hnowa, and Sylvester, with & grave
good-bye, left g far companton to wath
homo with young Mortis  She did not seem
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i her ueually gay zpirts, nor di&‘m}k;@«
clety appesr pleasant to her, He “:alku_i
he. sule andeed, but the devaon of jeyiwsx
crept into his beart, and he yowed Yerenge
g unist hus dark rival  They ;

v
ped alkde .
father's door, bls good wished 3¢ #AEII <
giit unexpressed, wnoffered,  YORISdaskel

<
wildly home, f3ll of anyry suff i063-hnd
cruel misgivings,” "Evtiyn sought Ber \':hi.tg-
ber, and streve to wréstlé with the unknown
terror that bad taken possesaion of her,

Like a bard farcinated by o lgulihk was
poor foolish Evelyg magnitsed by the strong
wilf and streng mind of her quondsre teacher.
Willie went Lack agaig o his wildowood
home, and $ime and reflgction softencd down

t s rtem
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e

acd altered Lisfeelings. Mo upbraided him-

self for upjust suspiciony, and resolved to
seck hus gentle Evelyn again, entreat her
poardon for bis rough behaviour and confess
his love. Mo anticipated no obstacles from
hus parents nor hers, apd it wouold bo far
m.re agreeable to have a claim upon her
compamonship, and feel re-agsured of her
affection by her words. So about & month
later, he again sought Elwooed’s cottage, and
Wrs fo-tinatgvinvsheeting: Brclyn- equipped
for walking at the gate. Iis joy at secing
ber was damped by her embarrassed wel-
come. She fnvited him to walk in and speak
to Ler father, but he #aid sadly be had comé
to wlk to her, and would pay his respects to
her father another ume  They walked ndo
by side almost in silence, apparently withe
out aim, but presently Evelyn took fhe road
to the lake shore, and they had not walked
far when they met Sylvester Willie thought
he looked dather and more frowniog than
ever.  With a careless, cold grecung, Lo
paxted on towards tho willage, while the
lovers soon gained the pebbly leach, and
seated themselves under tho shade of an
ovethanging rock. Ontario was majesti-
cally calm, rolling s rippling waves with
sweset music on the shore, Here and thers
o white saul dotted the blue surface, and the
gull winged 1ts flight through the ¢lear ether

But the young creatures gaziog on all this
beauty were deaf and blind to melody and
color, thewr hearts were played upon by pas-
210m, aud the cffect was discord  Wille, m
earnest trembling words, told the chertshed
secret of his inte, but kus histener instead of
melting into tears and blushbes, grew white
and awe struch=claspiog her hands in
prayerful entreaty that he would say no
more Sho did not reply, sbe loved him not

Had he mastaken her sweet sisterly affection
forsomething dearer than he had ever dreamt
of? Uh no! Wille felt, bitterly, madly
felt, that whatever her reason now was, she
had onee loved him, with all the arder of
youth Iladnothereyesand cheehs againand

again revealed the tale 7 He conjured her to

ba true to tho dictates of her own heart,and

not shipwrech their happiuess for a passing

nhim  Ho mmplored her to say dishnetly

she had never loved him, or elss to throw

herself on tho faithful bosom of her devated

Willia  Hiz words fell om a cold ear  Pale,

trembhing, y ¢t determined, Evelyn bads him

begone, never sco her face agawn, and with-

out utterieg one syilable of farcwel), of paty,

she arose and fled with smift steps howme-

wards. Nota word escaped Morris of bis

tnlerview, but overwhelmed with a grief
almost too great 1o bo borne, he returned to

By

s ey vt gl -

i

s

H

-
a -

C—

e

)

G

—o—&ad

W

o

b

—O—— oo RE




