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The genei'al outline of the career of this
farnous, historian lias long been familiar,
and offers neither need noi scope for detail.
Afteî talcing luis degree at Trinity College,
Cambridge, whicrc lie biiglily ecmplified
himself b>y bis contributions to the journals
of thie day, Macaulay entered the political
cainpaign. After four years of Iighl parlia-
neùntary distinction, and bis first assump-

tion of office, lie acceptedl a lucrative appoint-
ment in India. During bis residcnce biere

... i~was- led ho thie investigation of Indian
-~~history, and to tbis ive no doubt (>W-c twu

-of thie m-ost brilliant essays ini the languagre.
Returning to England in 1839o, ïMacaulay

again entered Parliamient anud for a riumber
Of ycars hiad a seat iin t.he cabinet. I.abor-

*ious as -were biis ministerial duties lie yet
foùnid timie to pursue his literary wo-rk.
His essays on Lord Clive and Warren
T-Tastings, also tbose splendid .speciineiis of
1'ruymecs rbietoric " the Lays of ancient
Roiue,.,ere the product of this period. But
Ràruley -vas ambitious to do moie than
writý essa-vs anud romrjose -'erse. He Iiat'
lon.iiicIerised the idca'of writing a History
.of Ë-nuland, and fDrtunately for literature

*Parliamcintary dcfcats and thc loss of office,
gave liim the leisure, tboughi ah a late day,
te effcct bis w'isb-. -vrom nowv to the close
ofluiis life, with brief interruptions incident
te l'arliameîutary affairs, Macaulay threu'
bis ivbole hicart into thc wvriting of bis

-- _historv. 1kw Englishmnen of tbie tiînie wcre
so deeply vcrscd iii thecir country's annais,

*and none biad biitlierto biit tlue idea to make
hisqtory popular and giving it a, picturcsque
effect. But flic author livcd to sec about
four volumes publishied for- ini Decembcr

* rS59, his soul, leiX t!-is life for ever. 1-is
remains w'erc interred iii the Poet's '-orner
of \Vestministcr Abbey.

Macaulav,.'s îvorks arc of muchi intc.-rcsýt to
*us and in reference ho themir muci bias becin

Writtcn. Perbiaps tbe chief among these is
his History of England, conmncecd about
thc year 1847. 11i this lic bias rcîatcd tbe
establishment of the EnlisbI Constitution.
The history is universal and net broken. It
comprehcends events of cverv kind and
fteats of tibem simultaneously._ Some bia'c:

rèatd cbiieIlory of racesotersof clsses,

-ail He lias scpcratcd notlîing and passcd
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nothing by. A second characteristic of tbis
history is clearness. The same idea is re-
prescntcd in so many différent forms and
made sensible in ,ucli familiar and precise
exarnplcs thiat you cannot hielp bcing en-
lighitcncd and convinced. The last feature
and most .singular, is that it is intercsting.
Tlie first merit of a reviewcr or journalist is
to niake himsclf rcadable. A thick volume
naturally bores us, it is flot tlîick for noth-
ing; its bul< crnands at the outset, the
attenitioni of Iiîiî wh opcns it. Tie solid
binding, tiie table of contents, the preface,
the substantial chiapters, ail tell us plainly
whiat to expect. Macaulay attainied thriouigh
practisc this, gift of readableniess and ad-
herIes to it tliroughiout hiis hiistory. H-e
empîcys every means of kcepingy ulp atten-
tion, -(g(id or indifférent. ivorthly or unwor-
thiy cIt great talent, anion- otbers lie neyer

iforgets the actual.

H-is cssayý; %vitten at different periods
are an assemnblagle of articles. We can
thirowv down thie volume aftcr a score of
pages, begin at the end or ini the mididle
w~e arc not it-s slave but its master. Tlîev
are also v'ariedP; in turning over a page we
pass from the Renaissance to thie niineteenth
centuiry,, from india to England, this cliver-
siti' pleases and surprises. Thie author is
discrcet, lie displays himself to us, keeping
back notingct it is a famiiiliair conversationi
and no0 conv'ersation is worth as niucli as,
thiat of England's grei-atcst bistorian. Iii
tact ail lus wvorks; îossess a charmi for the
reader, because thecy decal w'ith ill kinds of
suibject:-, -iv'e thec author's opinions; iii ail
sorts of things, and lead its te a conception
of luis tboughits.

Macaulay's style is cbaractcrizcd by its.
strengthi and clearncss. It is said lie iîuer
w'rotc an obscure sentence in bis lifé, it may
aIso, be iiffirmcd lie neyver pennedcc a wcakz
one. In reading Macaulay, you become
so completely fascinatcd tilat Nou ;are lo-athe

1to Ica-,v unltil you hlave finishied the volume.
iIn bis %writings there is little hiumor and lcss

uhichw~ill cause emotion. et every page
is instinct wvitli life, briglîtly colored, arvi
Iigblly ilsra. --i Mcaula.y is said to b
thec Ilost pictor*al writer iii E nglisli prose,
but some one 1 a;s said lic is flot a geunine
artist. Wlien hoe draws a picturc lic is al-


