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to the province prior to the Revolutionary WVar, were usually able ta
obtain niedical aid. The missionaries, xvho rc-gularly visited the sparsely
settled and remiot-e districts, had soi-e medical knowvledge. At soi-e
points the garrison surgeons looked after the sick. A feiv plîysicians
came froni Nexv England and engaged in practicc in the more thriving
districts. 0f these latter the professioncil knowledge and skill may flot
have been great, but they wvere usually resolute, enterprising m'en,
and useful mnembers of the commutnity, in wvhich they lived.

A large number of miedical m'en acconîpanied the Loyalists. They
'vere well qualified. The majority liad served as surgeons during the
war, and their influence in improving the status of the medical pro-
fession wvas inarked, owing to their nuniber, Skill, and strong persan-
ality. In respect to the effect of the Revolutionary WVar on the fortunes
of physicians and surgeons, Sabine remarks:

"The physictans who adhered to the Croxvn wer-e numerous, and
the proportion of Whigs in the profe:3sion of medicine ivas probabiy
less than in either t..at of lawv or theologry. But unlikec Versons of the
latter callings, rnost of the physicians vrmaintd iii the country and
cjuietly pursued their business. There seemi ta, have been an under-
standing that though pulpits should be closed, and litigation suspended,
the sick should flot be deprived of their regular and freely chosenat
tendants. 1 have been surprised ta find from verbal comniuniý,-iions,
and frorn variaus other sources, that wvhile the 'Tory doctors' wvere as
zealous and fearless in the expression of their seniments as Tory*
ministers and Toiry Iawvyers, their persans ani thecir property w'ere gen-
erally respected, in towvns and villages wvhere little or no regard wvas
paid ta the bodies and 'estates of gentlemen of the robe and surplice.
Sanie, however, were less fortunate, and the dealings of the Sons of
Liberty wvere occasionally harsh and cxceedingly vexatiaus. A fcw of
the Loyalist physicians were banishied; otherb, and these chiefly who
becarne surgeons in the arniy or provincial corps, setiled in Nova Scotia
or New Brunswick, w'here thcy resurned practice."

I feel, sir, that this address bids fair ta becomie too long, and
thiere is still m-uch ground ta be covered. It seenis, desirable, there-
fore, that I should present thc chief renîaining facts of this subjcct
in a surnmiary fanm, and for this purpose it appears best ta select cer-
tain important points, and ta group the facts around these dates.

1749-17190.

The first date I liave chosen is 1790, as xve have an estinate of tic
population for that year. Prior ta that date thc population fIuctuni.eô
very considerably; jýfterw'ards it ,steadily increased. The estimaied
pop)ulation of Nova Scotia, in 1790, wVfs about 3,000o. The numiber
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