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cnough—no journal starting under the circumstenees onrs com-
menced with, ever avoided them—but against these, such us they
are, we can place the fact that we have made a deep impression
on the public mind, and that let the question of Free Trade come
on for diseusgirn when and where it may, it will have a numerous
anil most powerful body of supporters. This was the object we stroveo
for, and this object wo know wo hiave accamplished.  Our areat
aim has been to keep Free Trade out of the category of political
questions. We knew very well, for there is bitter proof in the
past—that if left to the tender merciesof this clique or that elique
in the Government, it never would have a fair triad, and that im-
mediately the banner of party was waved over it, sts chances of
success were hopelessly removed.  Our object wag to make 1t
not a guestion of one party, but a question ot all parties—to brmg
it furnand as o great natinal 1 ezessity, tor which the countenance
and aid of every gouod citizen was required to help in the carrying
out,  We knew nothing of leaders—nothing of parties.  All that
we saw was a great commetdial revolution, in which all were
alike interested, but for which the public mind required to bo
prepreed. Radicalor Couservative, st was the same to us.  Dif-
fernz amongst oursclves on political questions, we were umted
for one object, and that object we were deternuned to spare no
toil, no trouble, no expense, to carry out.

And have we not succeeded to a great extent? Has not Free
Trade thus far stecred clear ot the dangerous shoals ot party, and
utited in bonds of commeon iuterest raen of the most dizcordaut
opininns on other subjects 7 Has it contracted any distinctive

litical character, although the attempt has been made to give
it sach 2 Aro there not Free Traders who are Conservatives, and
Free Tiaders who are Radicals, and Free Traders of all and every
party T Ths cpaious of the press—the speechies of public men—
and numerous other evidencus notless pronunent, show that such
is the case.

What wore then could we expect? Those whooppose us may
cavil at our facts,—tacts which they cannot correct and wiiuch
they could not supply ,—but can they deny ourmttuence I ‘they
may aifect tu ridicule or they may assume the right to blame, but
they wall hardly veuture to question our success.  Nor 1s it true,
s these persons wouid have the world believe, that any great ot
important portion of the mercantile community—a commniity by
a0 means above jealouvsly or fond of chauge—proclann disap-
proval of our course.  The great majority of the mercantile body
are, we thoroughly believe, our friends.  Individuals there are,
doubtless, who from feelings it were hard to explain, look not
kindly on us—small chques of self-sutiicient men whose nature
it is 10 objecty and who would war agamst nature were they to
approve.—From such it 1 possible our open oppunents tind a
slight suppart, bu' 1t is but slight, aud opposed to theso who liold
our faith, most unimportant.

No; look where we will we find reason for enconragement.
Judged nmnerically the country 1s with us, a hundred souls to
one, amd after all it 13 in the hands of the people the question rests.
If they decide against the restrictive laws which bind our com-
merce,those laws eventually must give way. TheProvincial Legis-
lature is to be the arena where the great battle will be fought, and
we look forward waih full confidence to find a bold commence-
ment made when that Legislature meets.

THE AGRICULTURAL INTEREST AND THE NAVIGATION
LAWS,

It is with very great satisfaction that we insert the fVowing at-
ticle on the Navigation Laws, taken from the last number of Mr.
Evans’ Canadian Agricultural Journcl.  Sconer or later, we feit
quite sure that the Agricultural body would sce the great interest
they have inanalteration of these laws, the effects of which are to
lower the price of every thing they produce; for it is quite evident
that a large portion of the sum now paid to the British ship-holder
over what would be paid to the foreigner, comes out of their pocket.
There is, indeed, no question which is so much a farmer’s quest: a,
and we are giad they are beginning to find it out:—

¢ Tt our last we slated our conviction of the necessity that exist-
ed that the cost of ficizht fiomn Quebee to Enzland should be great-
ly reduced, or that vwe should give up altogeiher the idea of raising
pivduce here for eapurtation.  We should aliv inquire whether the
freights upon our onwn Canadian water communications are moder-
ate, as they shoull be.  Ifthe charges npon our own waters are un-
reasonably high, they will he as injuwions (o the favmer, diminisinng
the valne of his produce neasly as auch as high freight fiem Que-
bec would do. We cannot certainly complain much of high
freights from Quebec, if the freizils upon our own waters aie in-
moderately high. Itmay be dljectod tial these wateis are free to
compelition ; but however this may be, there are means in the
power of muichants und forwarders by which freights are kept up at
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a high rate upon the Canadian waters. Every man who wishes
that we should retain the carrying trade, should be anxious thar we
should be able to offer the “inducement of cheapness of freight,
which alone can secure ity [t is not very reasonable of us Cana-
dians to leave all the obli=ations of gheap freight upon the Laglish
shipowner It is our duty that we make no overcharges vn the
transit of forcign or Cangdian produce to the shippiug ports.  Pri-
vate and individual interests must give way, if desiiable that the
public and general interests of this province and of the enpi.e should
Lc promoted.  If the carcying trade will_be lost to Canada, it will
be altogether the fault of those who are the carriers both on the Ca-
nadian waters amd on the Atlantic, by their desire of exorbitant and
unreasonable gain,

We cannot understand why an individual in this province would
advocate a free admission of foreign productidns into this country
for exportatation, and at the same time desire to maintain the Eng-
lish Navigation Laws in full force. There is an tncunsistency in
such conduct that is unaccountable to us, and a manilest gustice to
the Canadian produccr for expartation to allow fureign productions
of all descriptions to crowd in upon them, and give thenconly limit-
ed means of exporting cither their own or this foreiu production,
We never would be the advocate of the sweeping changes that have
becn lately introduced, but now that they are to be fixed apon us,
we cannot shut our eyes vpon the necessity that exists for a full
« 4 perfect free trade, as well in all products and merchandise to be
carried, as in the ships that are to cairy them. Forwardes and
shijowners may be very much opposed to the Canadian Ag -
cultural Protection Bill, ﬁccauw it may lave the effect of dimu-
nishing the quantity of freight and the amount of their large
profits.  They must he resolved not to see, who cannot perceive
the tendency of the laws that would admit the free and unlin-
ited impottation of foreign productions, the same eaactly as those
raised in Canada, for exportation, and allow us ouly a protected
shipping to carry those productions. The-¢ cannot b a doubt
that such a state of the law would severely dimin'sh the value
of the Canadian farmer's produce ; and we have suflicient con-
fidence in the justice of the DIinperial Parliament to believe that
our cirenmstances shall obtain full cousideration,and our iaterests
receive all reasonable protection, or at least that we shall wot e
subjocted to the cffvets of Free Trade on one side and a strictly
protected monopoly on the other. We have now waler comum-
nication far from the sea, nealy one thousand m:les into the
country, on the grandest scale of any fresh-water communication
on earth, and if we desire that thcy should be fully empioyed,
we can only make them so by cheapmess, safety, and enpedi-
tion. Eveily wmeans sheuld be premptly adopted to give as much
security as possible in the passage of ships, &c. to the open sca,
fo give us a chance of the carrying trade.  According to our
own humble views, Canala can only prosper winder the eneonr-
agement of protectiou, or with a full, free, and unrestricted
trade. All the political-economists and free-tradess that ever ex-
isted cannot point out any othier means to give a fair chanca of
prosperity,  No half measuzes will answer: let us have ether
the onc or the other, entire and perfect.*?

TRADE OF NEW YORK.

The following is a statement of the imports and experts of the
port of New York for nine months, as given under the head ¢ Com-
mercial Chronicle and Review,” in Hunt's Magazine for the pre-
sent month :—

COMMERCL OF NEW YORX.—TALUL OF INFORTS AND EXPORTS.

1545, 1846.
Importa, Lzperte, Imports. Fapors

Jannary, ..o 6.310,159 1,167.955 52i9.809 2,100 3¢
Uelirnary, «oeeees . 4530243 1.02ALL35 4,652,242 1.5 5845
March, . .. .. 6174077 Q317 202 9.730.269 1601517
Apitbociiie et 5,908 210 2,159,053 6,331,271 23048 11
May, ... . 5464,732 2.971.270 S4FR397 3.114 54
June, coivvaniiines - 5. 240,146 3.181.788 SN34S 4,052 239
July, ... . 6,712,549 2236683 6,135,°G9 3119295
Anguat . 9963053 Q.7909.625 R 457,124 QOTE 6T
Seprember, ... 7,152,750 3,266,334 5,883,516 2.628.846

Total,, . ...357791.819 R22,180,543  &i7,%35.319 £23,511,233

Duatices,...... 15,11 567 14,580,151

The falling off of imports in the month of Tuw-e is ascribed to the
passing of the new tariffy which has caused buy ers to hold back, in
anticipation of the low rate of dutics which come into vperation on
the It of Docember,

Amongst the evidences of prosperity, the increase of tolls on the
public works is the most conclusive, Oun the grewt avennes between
the Western States and the Atlautic States they have been as fol-
lows, up to October Ist:—

18“5. 1816. Tnerrare,
N. York Canals, fieeal year, 1o Out. 1. §2.332.436 §2.743 618 S 111 152
Penna.Works, openg. ravere. to Oct. 1. 910,926 1,003,125 62,199

ceererrareene coverrereanns 83,213,362 83,716,743 $473,351

Total,.....
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