
tant at that tizne waR; ry gmide,up ta Christmas.
1844. Proclamation of the soon coming-
of Christ and its kindred doctrines On the 25th day of December, the
accorcting ta Peter's testimony, cei last in the Roman year, occurs the
Peter) begun at that time. This pro- ICathalie "'Holy Day" or festival af
clamation at once called me ta a ,al, Uhristinas ar Christ-mass. That the
and turn my attentions froin fables and Observance of this particular day is .of

tradition, ta The Word af Truth, But Pagan-Roman origin, and was adapted
isems that 1 arn constîtutionally slow by Vhs apostats church af Rorne frDra
treceive and digest nsw ideas, and as- iVc pagan ancpsto?ýs, aur readere need
aconsequence, I have had ta contest n ot be told We find no intimation af
tewhole groünd inch by inch as i Vhs observance of fuch day in the apos-

vers, but for ths last forty four years I tolie writings, nor in ths ecclesirsticat
have studied Vhs soriptures 'with a view
,of asceitaining the truth-the truth
that wiil malte ans fres indeed. My
progress, I regret ta say has bosu slow,
but I trust however that it is sure*

You wished ta know if there were
,others holding our views with re~gard
Vo Vhs sonship of Christ. I mnust say
that there are nons in Fend du lac and
its vicinity. Nearly ahl ths peuple are
orthodox, (eelf-styled) and ths few,
,only three or four, who style themeeolves
adventiste eveu, helieve stili in the
zniracutous or popish, or immiaculate
ýoncevion, although the doctrine, alias
dogma, of trinitarianisin does noV have
s strong a hold as foxmerly. It ap.
pears to them now somswhat shaky,
and in dus time thsy rnay corne out ahI
ight. But Brother, Vhs field is at pre-

sent rather barren and forbidding, but
1 will do Vhs best I can, but probably
that wilh noV be rnuch. Truth always
travels slow. Yours, waiting for his,
God's son. from Heaven to stablish
hie kingdam on the earth,,

M. I. Luwxs.

Snstory ar ths thres flr8t centuries of
'aur era, but towards the end of the
fourth century it is said ta have been
institutied by Jul jus I, the then Catha.
lie bishap of Rame, upan an inquiry
instituted by Cyril, the apostate bishop
of Jerusalem, as to, the time 'when the
Christ was born. But there is not only
no praof that this day was the anni-
versary of the birth of Jesus of Naza-
reth, but on the contrary, ail the evi-
dence that eau be obtained on the suh-
ject, bath sicriptural and ecclesiastical,
points ta the tixne of the Rebrew Pass-
over, ini the early apringtime, as the time
when the birth af the Mes8iahtaak place.
And though the observance af the 25th
af December, as the birthday af Christ,
became an established institutian ini
the Cathalie Church ini the faurth cen-
tury, yet the naine Christmnas was evi-
dently not conferred upon it untit sorne
centuries afterwards, whsn ths doctrine
of ths celebration of "Mass" for the
repose ai ths souls. of the dead, be-
came a practice in the Rarnish church
And the changing of ths Birthday of
the Messiah frorn the day of the Pas


